THE PARISH CHURCH

The Feast Day of Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 24, 2023
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A Church thrc Wc | ove Our Ncighbors

Who We Are

The Parish Church worships God together in

community, offering an opportunity to come to know
and love the Lord Jesus. We believe that as we grow in
our love for God together, we will also grow closer to one
another - being known, sharing life, and loving neighbors
as Jesus taught us to do, right where we live.

The Parish Church at Habersham is a daughter church
plant of St. Helena in Downtown Beaufort. We are a
mission church on the Anglican Diocese of South
Carolina under the authority of Bishop Charles Edgar.



Liturgy of the Word

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Hymn: 70 Hark The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joytul all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.

Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings;

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.



The Acclamation
Celebrant: For unto us a child is born,
People:  Unto us a son is given.

The Collect for Purity
The Summary of the Law
Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people
on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated
at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day



First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7

! But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.
In the former time he brought into contempt the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time
he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
they are glad when they divide the spoil. * For the yoke of
his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. ° For
every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and
every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire. ¢ For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will do this.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



Psalm 96
Please read the psalm responsively by half verse

! Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!
4+ For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.
> For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.
¢ Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

® Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth!

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be
moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

12 Let the field exult, and everything in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
before the Lord,

13 Before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the
world in righteousness, and the peoples in his
faithfulness.



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen

New Testament: Titus 2:11-14

1 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, *who gave himself for us to redeem
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people
for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: 36 What Child is This Who Laid to Rest

What child is this, who,

Laid to rest on Mary’s lap, is sleeping,
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain:

This, this is Christ the King,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud,

The babe, the son of Mary.



Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

! In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. > And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. * And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David, ° to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. ¢ And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ® And an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great
fear. 1 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 1! For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 2 And this will be
a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 1* And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom
he is pleased!”



1> When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 1* And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. 7 And when they saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child.

18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds
told them. ' But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. ° And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Rev. Jamie Sosnowski
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
mabker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and
invisible. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
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kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying,
“hear our prayer.”

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto
Almighty God.

The Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution of Sin



The Comfortable Words
The Peace

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with your spirit.

Offertory: 27 Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high,
Singing sweetly through the night,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their brave delight.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?

Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

See him in a manger laid

Whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While we raise our hearts in love.
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The Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

The Sursum Corda

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And with your spirit.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: ~ We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the Name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the
highest.

The Prayer of Consecration

Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People:  Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
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The Fraction

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been
sacrificed, once for all upon the Cross.
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but
in your abundant and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your
table; but you are the same Lord whose character is
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be
made clean by his body, and our souls washed through
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation

The Ministration of Communion
Communion Hymn O Holy Night

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining;

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope- the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!

O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!
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Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,

Here came the Wise Men from Orient land.

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger,

In all our trials born to be our Friend.

He knows our need— to our weakness is no stranger.
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend!

Behold your King, before Him lowly bend!

Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His gospel is peace.

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease.

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we;
Let all within us praise His holy name.

Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!

His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

The Post Communion Prayer

Heavenly Father, We thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of
the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
Kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you,
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Closing Hymn: 60 Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night;

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night;
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night;

Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

The Dismissal

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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If you have any prayer requests or questions about the
Christian faith, our Pastor, Jamie Sosnowski, is available at
843-817-5667 or at

If you would like to financially support our ministry, you
can go to and Click “Give” on the homepage.

New to the Parish Church? Please let us know
who you are by scanning this code with your
phone's camera.
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