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“Holy Spirit Living: Spiritual Gifts” 
1 Corinthians 12-14 

 
1. Love, not gifts, should be our pursuit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Our gifts are for helping others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Spirit Living: Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12-14



Romans 1:11

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—



Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do 
not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know 
that when you were pagans you were led 
astray to mute idols, however you were led. 
3 Therefore I want you to understand that no 
one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says 
“Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say 
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who empowers them all in everyone. 



7 To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 



11 All these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills.
     1 Corinthians 12:1-11



1 Corinthians 12:27-31
27 Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and 
various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do 
all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But 
earnestly desire the higher gifts.
And I will show you a still more excellent way.



Love, not gifts, 
should be our pursuit.



1 Corinthians 13:1-3

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver 
up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing.



1 Corinthians 14:1-5

Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual 
gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2 For 
one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men 
but to God; for no one understands him, but he 
utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other 
hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people 
for their upbuilding and encouragement and 
consolation. 4 The one who speaks in a tongue 
builds up himself, but the one who prophesies 
builds up the church.



1 Corinthians 14:1-5

5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but 
even more to prophesy. The one who 
prophesies is greater than the one who speaks 
in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that 
the church may be built up.



1 Corinthians 14:6-12

6 Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in 
tongues, how will I benefit you unless I bring you 
some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or 
teaching? 7 If even lifeless instruments, such as 
the flute or the harp, do not give distinct notes, 
how will anyone know what is played? 8 And if 
the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get 
ready for battle?



1 Corinthians 14:6-12
9 So with yourselves, if with your tongue you 
utter speech that is not intelligible, how will 
anyone know what is said? For you will be 
speaking into the air. 10 There are doubtless 
many different languages in the world, and none 
is without meaning, 11 but if I do not know the 
meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner to 
the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me. 
12 So with yourselves, since you are eager for 
manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in 
building up the church.



Our gifts are for 
helping others.



1 Corinthians 14:22-25
22 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but 
for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for 
unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, the 
whole church comes together and all speak in 
tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will 
they not say that you are out of your minds? 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or 
outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is 
called to account by all, 25 the secrets of his 
heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, 
he will worship God and declare that God is 
really among you.



1 Corinthians 14:39-40

39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, 
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all 
things should be done decently and in order.
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