Sermon Notes

March 1, 2026

Romans 13:1-7
“Honor Filled Citizenship”

1. All authority receives their power from God, therefore Christians can submit to them. (Acts
18:12-17, 1 Peter 2:13-17)

2. Submission to authority ends when they demand the type of obedience reserved for God.

3. Our good citizenship can serve as a way to point others to the True King, God.




‘Romans 13:1-7

“Honor Filled Citizenship”



Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there
IS no authority except from God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
- Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority”? Then do
what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does
not bear the sword In vain.



For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s
wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection,
not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are

- ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom -
revenue Is owed, respect to whom respect Iis owed, honor to '
whom honor is owed.



All authority receives their power from God, therefore Christians
can submit to them. |



Acts 18:12-17

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united
attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, "This man
is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when
Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, | would have reason to
“accept your complaint. |



Acts 18:12-17

15 But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your

own law, see to it yourselves. | refuse to be a judge of these things.”
16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized

Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the
tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.



1 Peter 2:13-17

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be
to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as

a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone.
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.



Submission to authority ends when they demand the type of
obedience reserved for God. |



Sir T.M. Taylor

“The obedience which the Christian man owes to the State is never
absolute but, at the most, partial and contingent. It follows that the
Christian lives always in a tension between two competing claims; that in
certain circumstances disobedience to the command of the State may be
not only a right but also a duty. This has been classical doctrine ever
“since the apostles declared that they ought to obey God rather than

7

men.



Our good citizenship can serve as a way to point others
to the True King, God. |



1 Timothy 2:1-4

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high.
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our.

Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
'knowledge of the truth. |



John Stott

“We need to be cautious, however, in our interpretation of Paul's
statements. He cannot be taken to mean that all the Caligulas, Herods,
Neros and Domitians of New Testament times, and all the Hitlers, Stalins,
Amins and Saddams of our times, were personally appointed by God,
that God is responsible for their behaviour, or that their authority is in no
“circumstances to be resisted. '



John Stott

Paul means rather that all human authority is derived from God’s
authority, so that we can say to rulers what Jesus said to Pilate, "You
would have no power [exousia, authority] over me if it were not given to
you from above.’ Pilate misused his authority to condemn Jesus; _
nevertheless, the authority he used to do this had been delegated to him

by God.”



