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Howard Hendricks who taught at Dallas seminary for probably over 40 years said 

in his book Say It With Love, “Make no mistake. The greatest challenge for the church 

today is that we are expecting a small core of people to get God's work done. No way.” 

Bud Wilkinson, many of you know the former OU coach, was speaking on an occasion 

when he was talking about physical fitness. He was asked by a reporter what is the 

impact of football on physical fitness in America? You remember his classic answer 

when he said: “Absolutely nothing. There is no impact that football has on physical 

fitness.” The reporter asked what do you mean? Would you care to elaborate on that? 

And that classic answer Wilkinson said: “I define football as 22 men on the field who 

desperately need rest and 50,000 people in the stands who desperately need exercise.” 

And so it has no impact. Hendricks went on to say: “I thought to myself what a definition 

of a church. A few compulsively active people run around the field while the mass of the 

people rests in the stands, but not according to the Word of God.”  

Well, we are spending these last few weeks of our series on walking in step with 

the Spirit on this matter of spiritual gifts. One of the things that we want to do this 

morning is to finish off this particular part of this series and to do that we want to see 

that every member of the body is needed. Every member plays an important role. Every 

member is significant.  

What have we learned to this point about spiritual gifts? First of all, we have 

learned that spiritual gifts have one source and that source is God. The Father, the Son 

and the Spirit are all said to be involved in this. This makes spiritual gifts somewhat 

unique – that the Father is involved in this, the Son is specifically involved, and the Spirit 

seems to take the prominent role, but all three members of the Godhead are involved. 

Secondly, we saw that spiritual gifts are given for one purpose and that is to build 

up the body of Christ. God's intent in gifting us was that we would use those gifts and 
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that we would in turn use them to build up the body so it could do the work of God that 

He has for us.  

Thirdly, spiritual gifts remind us of one important truth. That important truth is that 

we need each other. So we said consistently that everybody has a gift or gifts. Nobody 

has them all. It speaks to this matter of interdependence. We absolutely need each 

other.  

So this morning we want to ask and answer the question how is it that I come to 

know what my spiritual gift is? Before we zero in on that one, I'd like to have us just take 

and do a little FAQ about spiritual gifts leading up to that last question. Let's start off 

with the question can I lose my spiritual gift? Can a spiritual gift be lost? I think when 

this question is asked sometimes it's asked with a specific reason in mind. Sometimes 

that reason is somebody is going through a time of spiritual dryness, feeling like you're 

kind of in a bit of a spiritual wasteland. Maybe it could be a time in which they're 

struggling with something in their life. Maybe there's a particularly besetting sin, some 

period of failure in their life. So they’re kind of thinking is it possible that during this 

period of time as a result of this my spiritual gift is no longer operative in my life? We 

have to say with many questions about spiritual gifts there isn’t a specific verse that we 

can turn to find the answer to that. But in this case as we look at that and acknowledge 

there isn’t a passage or a verse that speaks directly to that.  

One thing that would help us is to realize what are these called. these are called 

spiritual gifts, aren’t they? They’re called the charismata. So they’re grace gifts. I think 

that’s helpful in answering that question to realize how it is that I got these gifts. How 

was the gift given to me? It was given to me on the basis of grace. It came to me 

because of the grace of God. It didn’t come to me because I earned it. It didn’t come to 

me because I deserve it.  It truly came to me as a result of the grace of God operating in 

my life. I would think on the basis of that it’s not likely that a spiritual gift is taken away 

because of failure or because of some besetting sin or because of some kind of spiritual 

dryness. God gave us these gifts out of His grace.  

Part of that question might be just dealing with this whole matter of the use of the 

gift. If you’re in that situation where you may not be using your gift, I think this kind of 

plays into that same idea. If you have been given gifts, as we all have, but you’re not 
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doing anything with that gift, then it’s just lying there dormant. It’s like anything else that 

we have that we are not using or utilizing. It’s not of use to us or to the body of Christ. 

So, in that sense, I guess if we don’t know what our gift is, if we’ve never developed it 

and we’re not using it, I guess in some measure we’d have to say it’s not functioning at 

all in the way God intended.  

It's good for us to remember in 1 Corinthians chapter 4, Paul begins in verse 1 

and said this is how one should regard us – as servants of Christ and the stewards of 

the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 

Then at the end of verse 5, he says: “Each one will receive his commendation from the 

Lord.” So there is accountability with spiritual gifts. We’ve been given the gift and the 

Scriptures make it clear that we’re accountable for the use and development of that gift. 

If we’re not, then there’s going to be a day when we’re going to give accounts to our 

Lord for what we’ve done with that.  

Second question. Can I ask God for other spiritual gifts that I don’t have? Can I 

ask God to give me a spiritual gift that I don’t think I have? As I look at that question, I 

would answer that first of all in part with another question. And that question would be 

why is it that you want that gift that you don’t think you have? Why do you want that gift 

for whatever reason you don’t think God has given you? This really becomes a time of 

personal evaluation. It becomes a time of personal examination. Do I want that gift 

because I see somebody else has that gift and I’m drawn to that gift? I want that gift too 

because I see them using that gift and I’d like to have it. Is it from a sense of 

prominence? Is it from a sense of influence or power or pride?  

I think another part of the way we can answer this question is to go back to the 

first point we made in the review. What is the source of these gifts? The source of these 

gifts is God. As you think about that, think about the fact that spiritual gifts are given to 

us by God. The Holy Spirit is the one according to 1 Corinthians 12:11 who has 

specifically by His sovereign will given gifts to His people. When you step back and look 

at it in that way, the Holy Spirit knows even as we’ve been reminded this morning, 

everything about us. He sees us. He watches us. He’s interacting with us. He lives 

within us. The Holy Spirit knows the course that your life was going to take. He knows 

the people that you’re going surrounded by. He knows that at some point you would be 
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fellowshipping and be plugged in to Covenant Community Church. So, with all of that in 

mind, and we think of the work of the Spirit in that way, He has done all of that in 

preparation for where He has you right now. It would be hard to imagine that somehow 

or another He was surprised by the lack in your life or the need in your life for some 

particular gift that you don’t have. So, I don’t know that we can answer that question 

thoroughly, but it seems to me that the Spirit of God, being the one who has given us 

these gifts and knowing everything that there is to know, probably gave us the gifts that 

He wants us to have.  

Third Question. Point C. Why does Paul say then desire the higher or greater 

gifts? Look at 1 Corinthians 12 and verse 31. Paul says “but earnestly desire the higher 

gifts.” He says again in chapter 14 and verse 1: Pursue love and earnestly desire the 

spiritual gifts especially that you may prophesy. Maybe we shouldn’t answer this 

question. Maybe we should just go to the next one. When we just say as we did the 

Spirit of God has sovereignly given us the gifts that we are to have, and then we read in 

1 Corinthians 12:31 and 1 Corinthians 14:1 that the apostle Paul says to us to earnestly 

desire the higher gifts. So what’s going on in these two questions? How do we interact 

and answer these?  

First of all, when you look at that statement in Corinthians, we’re minded that 

both of them occurred in the same book. They occur in the same section. They occur in 

the section in which Paul is dealing with this matter of spiritual gifts. As you know, the 

context is the thing that we go to first when we’re answering questions about what the 

Bible says. When we go to the context, we’re immediately reminded that the church at 

Corinth had an unusual preoccupation with the whole matter of spiritual gifts. They had 

elevated this whole matter of spiritual gifts almost to an unhealthy level. Paul writes in 

answering a question that had come up about this matter and he takes chapter 12, 

chapter 13 and chapter 14 to deal with what was going on in the church at Corinth with 

regard to this matter of spiritual gifts. Much of what he has to say is corrective. Much of 

what he has to say is trying to bring a balance to this whole issue and how they were 

viewing it, how they were seeing it. Tongues was given an elevated emphasis in the 

church at Corinth. Everybody wanted to speak in tongues. That particular gift might very 

well have fit in to this question that we’re talking about. I don’t have that gift. I see a lot 
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of people who have it and I want that gift too. Much of what Paul says in Corinthians has 

to do with the specific gifts of tongues. Paul says he speaks in tongues more than 

anyone else, so he’s not wanting to diminish the gift. But he does say this. In this 

statement in 1 Corinthians 12 and also in the 14th chapter, he says he wants them to 

desire the higher gifts. He wants them to desire the greater gifts.  

And again, the context is crucial. Tongues having been elevated to an unusual 

place, only edified if there was somebody there that gave an interpretation. If someone 

spoke in tongues and there wasn’t an interpretation given, then the body is left, Paul 

says, confused about what was just said. Nobody understands what that person even 

verbalized. But he said if you prophecy, if you preach and proclaim the Word of God, it 

needs no interpretation. Everybody understands what was said. So, in that context, Paul 

says prophecy, the proclaiming of the Word of God, is what you should desire.  

Look at the 5th verse of this 14th chapter when Paul says: “Now I want you all to 

speak in tongues with even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than 

the one who speaks in tongues unless someone interprets so that the church may be 

built up.” In one case, if there’s no interpretation, the church is not built up. But, in the 

case of prophecy, the church is always built up. The higher, greater gift in that sense is 

what? The gift that edifies every time it is exercised as the gift of prophecy would. Which 

speaks to the way Paul valued and prioritized the Word of God and the importance of 

getting God’s Word into our life. You notice that in that statement in the 12th chapter and 

then the one in the 14th chapter, what’s in between those two? The 13th chapter. That 

whole chapter on love. That whole chapter on how it is that we relate to each other. The 

whole chapter on how it is that we exercise our gifts within the body.  

Here’s the other thing I think is worth noting. In 12:31 and 14:1 when Paul says 

that I want you to earnestly desire these higher gifts, these greater gifts, the verb 

earnestly desire is in the second person plural, which is to say you collectively desire 

the higher gifts. You collectively as the body of Christ desire that the gift of prophecy 

would be elevated among you. Why? Because that’s the gift that is going to edify the 

body every time it is proclaimed. That’s what the Word of God does. In the case of 

tongues, he makes clear if there’s not an interpreter, then there isn’t any value to that 
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expression of that gift.  Perhaps this is an insight to us to realize he is encouraging them 

as a group, as the body of Christ, to desire the higher and greater gifts that will edify. 

Question number 4. Point D. Are our spiritual gifts really that important? I guess 

we could start off and answer that with well, Paul thinks they are. He's the one who said 

right off the top when he brought them up, when he brought up the issue, I don’t want 

you to be uninformed about this. But rather than just pointing to that which we’ve 

already done, let me ask you some questions back about whether the whole matter of 

spiritual gifts is really important to us or not. Let me ask you. Do you think it’s important 

that Christians get along with each other? Do you think it’s important that we learn to 

work together? That is of greatest priority when we talk about exercising our gifts within 

the body. One of the things that Paul speaks of in this whole section is how 

interdependent we are, how much we need each other. That is a reminder to us of the 

importance of that. Do we value the unity in the body of Christ? Spiritual gifts when 

they’re functioning as God intended, bring the church together. They bring great unity as 

people are building up each other within the body. Does it matter that believers are 

equipped and built up in their faith, that they are growing in their walk with God? If you 

answered yes to that question, then spiritual gifts are important. We’ve been given 

these gifts so that we can build each other up.  

Number 5. Is knowing God, loving others, and living out the Gospel important? 

We think it is. And to be able to do that, we have to be using our gifts within the life of 

our church. So I say if you answer yes to those questions, then you have to answer yes 

to the question of how important are spiritual gifts. According to Paul and the Holy Spirit, 

they’re very important. 

 This brings us to the last question of the morning. How do I find out what 

spiritual gifts I have? Let me start off with three things not to do, okay. Don’t do these 

things to find out your spiritual gifts. First of all, don’t simply take a test. Spiritual gifts 

tests have their place. They were probably more popular 10 or 15 years ago than they 

are today. They didn’t have them in the 1st century, otherwise I think Paul would have 

said that what we need to do is to take a test to find out what our spiritual gift is. He 

doesn’t say that. A spiritual gift test in and of itself can be a good thing. It can be helpful 

and give you some insight into how God made you, how you think, how you look at 
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different things. But it’s just the beginning point. It’s not the end of all. It operates very 

much in the hypothetical sense. It operates in the abstract. It’s asking you what you 

might do in this circumstance. In some ways, it’s asking you how you’ve already served. 

So, it’s really dealing with things that can be pretty subjective. It might tell you that you 

have a gift and maybe you don’t have that gift. It might lean you in a way that says you 

don’t have that gift, but in the day-to-day operation of it, you find out that you do have it. 

So don’t simply take a test. Take a test if you’d like, but don’t stop there.  

Secondly don’t respond to a plea to serve out of guilt. I need to make a little 

footnote there that says at least not all of the time. We try not to do a lot of guilt here at 

Covenant. We try not to do any guilt. But occasionally we might have to, and I don’t 

want to say never respond out of guilt. That might leave us shorthanded at times. The 

reality is there are better reasons. There are better ways. The plea that goes out and it 

comes to you as if you don’t do it, nobody else will. So, out of a sense of guilt and 

obligation, you feel like you better serve. You're not going to discover the joy in utilizing 

that gift as God would intend.  

Listen to what Paul wrote to Timothy. This is a great statement in 1 Timothy 

chapter 4. This is very insightful into this whole matter. “Command and teach these 

things.” Remember Timothy is like an apostolic legate. He’s like the right arm of Paul. 

He’s a pastor in Ephesus and so he rightfully is hearing these things from Paul as a 

representative of Paul. “Let no one despise you for your youth but set the believers an 

example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, devote yourselves 

to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.” He probably had the gift 

of exhortation. As a pastor, he probably had the gift of pastor teacher. “Do not neglect 

the gifts that you have which were given to you by prophecy when the council of elders 

laid their hands on you.” Now again, that was probably unique to Timothy in that setting. 

We don’t see that repeated elsewhere. “But practice these things. Immerse yourself in 

them so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 

teaching. Persist in this for by so doing you will save yourself, you’ll deliver yourself and 

your hearers.” A great word that Paul gives to Timothy in which he basically says, 

Timothy, don’t try to do everything. God didn’t call you to do everything. That’s true for 
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all of us. God didn’t call us to do everything. He’s given us gifts and abilities and talents 

to be utilized in the ways that He has designed us.   

Then the third. Don't think you have to commit to a ministry to life. So, an 

opportunity presents itself and you feel like if you sign up or volunteer for that, you’ll be 

committed forever, for life. There’s no way out. Now listen. If you know what your gifts 

are, or if in the process of volunteering and serving you find out what your gifts are, 

you’re going to find, as we said at the very beginning, a spiritual gift is a God-given 

ability to serve and minister within the body of Christ and to do so with ease, 

effectiveness and enjoyment. If you know what your spiritual gift is, and you’re using 

that gift, you’ve found your sweet spot. You love doing that, don’t you? In that sense, it 

isn’t a life sentence at all. It’s a blessing to be able to be in there doing what you love 

and doing what God has gifted you to do. I wish that I could take you for 30 or 40 

minutes and just through a list because we have to come to expect at Covenant 

Community Church that when we step into a certain arena, we’re going to see 

somebody there all the time. There is a familiar face in different places of ministry all 

around our church. It’s almost like those people are lifers. They’ve been there from 

when we can’t even remember that far back and they’re still serving there now, or 

they’re just those that have done this for year and years. That is an incredible blessing. 

We could go through and start naming people within the body of Covenant who have 

taken on that kind of ministry in the life of our church. So, when I say, don’t think you 

have to commit to something for life, you need to understand that if you find something 

that God has gifted you to do, and you’re in there and you’re doing it, you may want to 

do it for the rest of your life. After all, that’s the way God made you. Now you may also 

want to make a change and do something different. Both of those, I think, stand. 

So here’s the answer to the question we were given. Three don’t. Let’s look at 

some do’s. How do I know my gifts? First of all, we would want to start by prayer. You 

start by praying. You simply say, God, would You give me wisdom? Would you give me 

direction? Would you give me understanding? Show me how You’ve made me. Show 

me how You’ve designed me to be. Show me the gifts that You have given to me. Give 

me a passion to serve in the way that you have intended for me to serve. You begin 
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with prayer and you say, Holy Spirit, You have given me spiritual gifts. Show me what 

those are. 

Secondly, I think to help answer that prayer, you gain as much information as 

you can about spiritual gifts. That’s what we’ve been doing in this little short series 

within the series. You know the four passages to go to in order to read about spiritual 

gifts. You’ve got Romans 12. You’ve got 1 Corinthians 12. You’ve got Ephesians 4. 

You’ve got 1 Peter 4. Now you can add to it 1 Timothy 4. 1 Timothy 4 doesn’t talk about 

a list of gifts, but it talks about gifts. So you look at those passages and you see what it 

is that God has said about this matter. 

Then thirdly, ask what needs and opportunities there are. Ask what needs and 

opportunities there are. I'm so glad you asked about the needs and opportunities of 

Covenant because there’s this thing called the Service Opportunity booklet and these 

are all over the place. They’re back at the children’s check-in desk. They’re in the west 

hall. There’s some at the Welcome Booth and the little tables in the foyer. There’s a 

table in the foyer with just stacks of these and everybody should have one. You can 

read through here and you can see page after page of opportunities and places to serve 

both within our church here and out in our community. There’s even more beyond this 

that we can explore together. I think there’s one of these on everybody’s windshield this 

morning. So, grab that before it blows into the neighborhood. Just take one of those and 

as you pray about that and you’re reading through that, there’s going to be a whole 

bunch of pages that aren’t going to connect with you at all. But if you can go through the 

whole book and say there’s nothing there for you, then come see me for some special 

counseling and we’ll work on that together because there’s got to be something in there 

for literally everybody. 

And then lastly, here’s the most important of all. Are you ready for this? Here is 

the most important one of all. Get involved and serve. Get involved and serve. Knowing 

your gift is not as important as using your gift. Don’t get stuck on what you don’t know. 

Don’t get stuck that you don’t know what your gift is. That’s just a dead end. But even if 

you don’t know what your gift is, start using your gift, which is just to say what we did. 

Pray. Ask God for direction. Get as much information as you can. Find out what 

opportunities there are. Jump into some opportunity. Searching for your spiritual gift is 
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good. Using your spiritual gift is even better. You don’t have to know what it is to use it. 

Now hopefully, you’ll discover what it is as you use it, but searching isn’t as good as 

using. Knowing isn’t as good as actually functioning. Get involved in other people’s 

lives. You cannot develop a spiritual gift, you can’t use a spiritual gift, you can’t come to 

know what your spiritual gift is in isolation. This is the crying need of the hour. Christians 

who have become independent little colonies all on their own. That’s not God's intent. 

It’s His intent that we share life.  

So look around. If you see a need, move to meet that need. You see somebody 

who needs help and you step into their life to help them.  Somebody that you’re in a 

conversation with clearly needs somebody to talk to, so you listen and maybe even say 

let’s get a cup of coffee and follow up. Somebody clearly has a burden in their heart and 

their life and you pray for them. Maybe right there you just stop and say let me pray for 

you. You may discover that you have the gift of faith as you move into people’s lives 

and help them in that very specific area. Somebody has a financial need. Maybe you 

can’t specifically meet it, but you can bring it to light to somebody who can. Or maybe 

you can step out in faith and be a part of their solution. Come early. That’s a unique 

thought. Come early. Stay late. Interact. Rub shoulders. You will never minister 

effectively in the body of Christ if you don’t engage in other people’s lives. So, if you 

seriously want to know what your spiritual gift is, then you’ve got to live life together to 

find out what that gift is. Spend less time searching and more time praying and giving 

and teaching and exhorting and teaching and encouraging and all of the things that God 

has gifted us to do.  

Let me just take a couple minutes and share a little bit out of my personal story. I 

don’t know when I first heard about spiritual gifts. I think it was probably as a teenager 

because I had a very faithful, godly, expository preaching pastor and I’m almost certain 

that somewhere in those teenage years I had to have heard something, whether I 

remember much of it or not about spiritual gifts. But one of the things that I started doing 

as a highschooler is I started ushering at our church. I suppose somebody asked me 

when they were short one morning, and the next thing you know, I’m a part of the 

ushering team. And the next thing that happened, I was kind of in charge of the Sunday 

evening service. I’d come early and turn the lights on and make sure the heat and air 
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was going, the sound system was on. I was doing those things of serving. It’s part of 

how God has gifted me. I love to serve. That was the discovery that was made not by 

some intentional taking of a test. It’s just an opportunity was there and I said yes to it 

and became involved in that. Then, our student ministry, our youth group was 

responsible to go down to the Omaha City Rescue Mission periodically to do a program. 

So we would put something together and our pastor would go with us and our youth 

ministry team would do that at the Rescue Mission. On one of those occasions, the 

pastor decided that he wouldn’t preach that night, but he asked me. I think I was 

probably a junior or senior in high school. He said why don’t you take a turn at this? I 

had never done that in my life. I had never stood up in front of a group of people and 

preached in that more formal sense. Let me tell you. That’s kind of a tough crowd to 

start off with at the Rescue Mission. You don’t usually get amen’s from those guys. You 

get a lot of other feedback and answers. Some of them got escorted out for their 

feedback, so it was a pretty lively situation. But I did that for a little bit and I realized that 

I enjoy teaching God’s Word.  

I share those things because you don’t have to wait for a lightbulb to come in 

your head with the name of the gift that you have. What you simply need to do is say 

God, You have said this is important. You have said You don’t want me to be unaware 

about what your gifts are and I don’t want to be unaware either. I want to know how 

You’ve designed me, created me, made me, and I want to be used by You in the way 

You intended, to build up the body of Christ at Covenant so we can accomplish the 

mission that God has given to this body of believers. Every member of the body is 

needed. Every member plays an important role. Every member is significant. 

What do we take away? One of the clearest demonstration that we can have for 

our love for Christ and our love for the church is to serve one another. There’s no 

greater way to do that than to use your spiritual gift in the way God designed and 

intended for you to use that. The greatest example that we have of that is Jesus. Mark, 

in his Gospel, said He didn’t come to be served, but He came to serve and to give His 

life as a ransom for every one of us. We are welcomed by a Savior who serves us to the 

point of being willing to go to the cross and die for our sins so that we could enjoy this 

relationship with Him forever.  
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Let’s pray. Father God, we worship You. We thank You. We praise you for how 

You have made each one of us. Lord, fearfully and wonderfully You have made us, 

gifted us, and equipped us to build into each other’s lives so that this body of believers 

can be equipped to do the things that You’ve called us to do, to build us up in our faith 

so that we can serve effectively each other and bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ into 

this community with great effectiveness and power. Lord, equip us. Prepare us. Enable 

us to do that for the praise of Your name and for the glory of our God, in whose name 

we pray, Amen.  

 


