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R ediscovering Christian Disciplines



Outline

1. Sacrifice in the Old Testament
2. The Sacrifice of Jesus
3. The Sacrifice of the Church




SACRIFICE IN
THE OLD
TESTAMENT

+



GEN 3:21

21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife

garments of skins and clothed them.



Gen 4:2-5

2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the
course of time Cain brought to the Lord an oftering of the
fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn

of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had

regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his

oftering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his

face fell.

+



Gen 8:20-21

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of
every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered
burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled

the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never
again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of
man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again

strike down every living creature as | have done.

+



Gen 22:13-14

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and oftered it up as a
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the
name of that place,“The Lord will provide”; as it is said to
this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”



Exod 3:18

18 And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders
of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, “The
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now,
please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness,

that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God’



Exod 12:22-23

22 Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in
the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with
the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of
the door of his house until the morning. 23 For the Lord
will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees
the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord
will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to

enter your houses to strike you.

+



Lev 16:21-22

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the
live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people
of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he
shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into
the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22
The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote

area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

+



WCEFE 7.5

5.This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and
in the time of the gospel: under the law, it was administered by promises,
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and
ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all foresignifying Christ to
come; which were, for that time, sufficient and efficacious, through the
operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in the
promised Messiah, by whom they had full remission of sins, and eternal

salvation; and 1s called the old testament.




THE SACRIFICE
OF JESUS CHRIST

+



“Give my life as a ransom”

“Ransom by his blood”

“The blood of the cross”

“My blood of the covenant which is poured out

for many for the forgiveness of sins”

: “Reconciled by his blood”
The Sacritice of “Justified by his blood”
JCSUS Christ Propitiation by his blood

“Through the death of his cross”

“Christ our Passover has been sacrificed”
—O— “The lamb which takes away sin”

“He bore our sin”

“He was made sin”

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law”

“A fragrant oftering to God”



Eph 5:1-2

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.



Heb 9:13-14

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the
purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit oftered himself
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead

works to serve the living God.



Col 2:17

17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the

substance belongs to Christ.



THE SACRIFICE
OF THE CHURCH

+



Question

_<>_

But if Jesus has fulfilled the sacrificial
system, and if he is the once-for-all
sacrifice who has paid for our sins, in
what sense are we called to ofter up
sacrifices to the Lord?




Sacrifice in the New

Testament

1. Sacrifice and Worship

2. Sacrifice and Imitation

3. Sacrifice and Loving Others
4. Sacrifice and Mortification
5. Sacrifice and Witness

6. Sacrifice and Discipleship






Rom 12:1

1 T appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.



2 Sam 24:22-24

22 Then Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take
and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the oxen for
the burnt offering and the threshing sledges and the yokes
of the oxen for the wood. 23 All this, O king, Araunah gives
to the king.” ... 24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I
will buy it from you for a price. [ will not ofter burnt

ofterings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.”

+



1 Pet 2:4-5

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in
the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.



Heb 13:15

15 Through him then let us continually ofter up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge
his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.



1 Sam 15:22

22 And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
ofterings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than

the fat of rams.



Ps 50:7-15

7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will
testify against you. I am God, your God. 8 Not for your
sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt ofterings are
continually before me ... 13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls or
drink the blood of goats? 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 15
and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you,
and you shall glority me.”

+



Hos 6:6

6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of

God rather than burnt offerings.



Matt 9:11-13; cf. 12:7

11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.
13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not

sacrifice. For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”






1 Cor 11:1

1 Be imitators of me, as [ am of Christ.



Eph 5:1-2

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.



Gal 2:20

20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me

and gave himself for me.






Heb 13:16

16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.



Phil 2:3-4

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also

to the interests of others.



Eph 5:25-27

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
27 so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that

she might be holy and without blemish.






Eph 4:20-24

20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21
assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in
him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put oft your old self,
which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit
of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after

the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

+



Rom 8:12-13

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the

deeds of the body, you will live.



Col 3:5-10

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is
coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were
living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of its creator.

+






Rom 15:15-16

15 But on some points [ have written to you very boldly by
way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God 16
to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the
priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of
the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.



Phil 2:17-18

17 Even if [ am to be poured out as a drink offering upon
the sacrificial offering of your faith, [ am glad and rejoice
with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and

rejoice with me.



Phil 4:18

18 I have received full payment, and more. [ am well
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you

sent, a fragrant oftering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing
to God.



1 Cor 9:19-23

19 For though I am free from all, [ have made myself a
servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under
the law I became as one under the law ... that [ might win
those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as
one outside the law ... that [ might win those outside the
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that [ might win the
weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all
means [ might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the
gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.

+



Col 1:24

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my

flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for
the sake of his body, that is, the church






Mark 8:34-35

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said
to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses

his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it.



Matt 16:24-25

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.



Luke 9:57-62

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him,
“I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and
bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead

to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you,

Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

+



Dietrich Bonhoetter, The Cost of Discipleship

+

Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church. We are
tighting today for costly grace ... Cheap grace means grace
without price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, we

suppose, 1s that the account has been paid in advance; and,
because it has been paid, everything can be had for nothing.

Since the cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and
spending it are infinite. What would grace be if it were not

cheap?



Dietrich Bonhoetter, The Cost of Discipleship

+

Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the
justification of the sinner. Grace alone does everything, they
say, and so everything can remain as it was before ... Cheap

grace 1s the preaching of forgiveness without requiring
repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion

without confession ... Cheap grace is grace without
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus

Christ, living and incarnate.



Dietrich Bonhoetter, The Cost of Discipleship

+

Costly grace 1s the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake
of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he has ... Costly
grace 1s the gospel which must be sought again and again,
the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man

must knock.



Dietrich Bonhoetter, The Cost of Discipleship

+

Such grace 1s costly because it calls us to follow, and it is
grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly
because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives
a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin,
and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly
because it cost God the life of his Son ... and what has cost
God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace
because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay

for our life, but delivered him up for us.



