
Briarwood GMC - Tuesday 24th February 2026 
 

What does Jesus say about eternity? 

 
Two names 

  
 
Romans 1 verse 14: “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to the wise and to the foolish.” 
 
Three comments on (a) Tone, (b) Identity and (c) The power of God’s Word 
 
Four questions about hell: 
 
1. Is there a hell? 
2. What is it like? 
3. Who goes there? 
4. How do we escape it?  

 

Mark 9 verses 42 to 50 
 

42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. ​
43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than 
with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. ​
47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not 
die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but 
if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, 
and be at peace with one another.” 

 
Penn Jilette of Penn and Teller, the magician double act said: 
“I’ve always said that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytise.  I don’t respect that at all.  
If you believe that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going to hell or not getting 
eternal life, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it 
socially awkward … how much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytise? … I mean, 
if I believed, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t 
believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle you.  And 
this is more important than that.” 



 

Matthew 5 verse 22 
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 

 
 

Matthew 5 verses 29 & 30 
If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it 
is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into 
hell. 

 
 

Matthew 7 verse 13 
‘Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads 
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 

 
 

Matthew 8 verses 10 to 12 
When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, 
“Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many 
will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown 
into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

 
 

Matthew 10 verses 26 to 28 
‘So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 
hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 
what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 

 



 

Matthew 13 verse 42 
and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

 
 
 

Matthew 13 verses 49 & 50 
So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
 
 

Matthew 18 verse 8 
And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire.  

 
 
 
Jonathan Edwards quote from ‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God’: 
 
“Consider what it is to suffer extreme torment for ever and ever; and to suffer it 
day and night, from one year to another, from one age to another, and so adding 
age to age and thousand to thousand, in pain, in wailing and lamenting, 
groaning and shrieking, and gnashing your teeth; with your souls full of dreadful 
grief and amazement, your bodies full of racking torture, without any possibility 
of getting ease, without any possibility of moving God to pity by your cries, 
without any possibility of hiding yourselves from him; without any possibility of 
diverting your thoughts from your pain. Consider how dreadful despair will be in 
such torment; to know assuredly that you never, never shall be delivered from 
them; to have no hope’. 
 
 
 
 
 



CELEBRATE - God has sovereignly placed them in our lives 
 

Acts 17 verses 24 to 27 
24 ‘The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he 
made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should 
seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far 

from each one of us. 

 
Celebrate people made in God’s image 
I am the most important person they know, because I know Jesus 
 
 
SERVE 
 
What’s your biggest stress? 
Random acts of kindness 
 

1 Peter 2 verses 11 and 12 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 

which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 

God on the day of visitation. 

 
Seek and serve the lost 
 
 
TELL - What We Say 
 
Ask questions and cross the pain line  
“Do you celebrate Easter?” 
“Would you like to come to a carol service?” 
“Would you like to look at 20 sentences that are right at the centre of my faith? 
 
 
EXIT 
 

Matthew 10 verse 14 
14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your 

feet when you leave that house or town. 
 
If they go quiet, you go quiet and go back to celebrating and serving. 
If they keep speaking, you keep asking questions. 


