
 

NG Study Guide: Deuteronomy 6:4-6 :: “Flourishing In Rela=onship With God” [3.3.24] 

Love God + know the Bible beMer: 
1. Read the passage cited above, and try to answer the ques9ons below before your group meets. 
2. Regularly review the notes at the bo3om. 

The Study 
  
Thesis: Today, we begin a 4-week series on “Family Life” and begin with the theme of flourishing in rela9onship 
with God. To flourish means to grow or develop in a healthy or vigorous way, especially as a result of a par9cularly 
favorable environment. The most significant posi9ve impact that you will make in your marriage, children, family 
legacy, friends, neighbors, work, school or worship community is to flourish in rela9onship with God. Let’s 
discover how.  

Subject: Growing in rela=onship With God 
Object: Flourish in Christ 

Context: Moses’ swansong or final address to God’s people. It is in effect a commencement address (Cf. John 
13-17). The whole Book of Deuteronomy was presumably recited as a singular message from Moses to God’s 
people. The climax of the book is the call to return to God and choose life and the renewal of a covenant between 
God and His people (29-30). The book follows a familiar treaty paYern in the ancient world: the Sovereign is 
iden9fied, His goodness and power declared, the responsibili9es detailed, the blessings of yielding and adverse 
consequences of rebellion described, and finally provision for con9nuing the covenant with future genera9ons.  
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. 6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 

A. Remember God (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

Moses calls Israel to remember who God is. Moses says, hear or listen intently with understanding. Moses 
implores them to hear, O Israel… The Hebrew word translated “hear” is shma, and this declara9on is the premier 
prayer of Judaism, and is recited daily in the morning and evening in synagogues around the globe.  

1. God’s goodness and power (Deuteronomy Ch. 1-5) 

In the first five chapters, Moses reminds God’s people of God’s faithfulness: His miraculous deliverance from 
Egypt (10 plagues + Red Sea), God’s desire to lead the prior genera9on into the Promised Land, Israel’s failure to 
believe, God’s provision and protec9on for 40 years in the wilderness, God’s defeat of their enemies, and God’s 
desire for Joshua to lead this new genera9on into the Promised Land (Ch. 1-3). They were warned of the dangers 
of idolatry (making anything or anyone else the object of devo9on) (Ch. 4). They were reminded of the Ten 
Commandments, the covenant, and Moses concludes with the promise of abundant life flowing from yielding to 
God (5:33, John 10:10). 



2. Who God is (6:4) 

The term “Israel” is referring here to Jews, but the term means “governed by God” and thus applies to all 
believers. The LORD refers to YHWH as the Covenant God. This is God who promised Abraham a mul9tude of 
descendants and the Land of Promise, and repeated the promise to the patriarchs, Isaac, Jacob and his twelve 
sons. This God will be faithful to fulfill his promises. He is our God, and thus the rela9onship with God is personal 
and must also be experienced in community. The LORD is one is a declara9on that there is only one true God, and 
thus there is no place for any other claimed god or deity. Jews and Chris9ans are the globe’s only true 
monotheis9c religions. The Hebrew ehod translated “one” refers to a compound unity, or the idea of a unity of 
one (e.g. Trinity – Genesis 2:24). 

A.W. Tozer, in his Chris9an classic, The Knowledge of The Holy, poignantly observes that the most important thing 
about you is what you think about God. That is profound! The beYer your understanding of who God is, the  
greater contentment you can experience.  

a. God is worthy of your love because of who He is 

As you grow in understanding of God’s kindness, mercy, love, grace, generosity, faithfulness, holiness, jus9ce, 
awesomeness, it is only reasonable that we would grow in love for God. The eternal, self-sufficient, infinite, wise, 
all-powerful, all-knowing, Sovereign, Creator God is worthy of your love simply because of Who he is. Whenever 
I’m anxious, afraid, discouraged, frustrated it is either misunderstanding who God is or failing to remember.  

B. Respond to God (6:5-6) 

1. What God requires  

Again, keep in mind that God is using Moses to prepare God’s people to renew their covenant rela9onship with 
God. There will be another 24 chapters containing details of what is expected from God’s people (i.e. what God 
requires from them per this covenant). Yet, if we were to dis9ll all of those commandments to their essence, the 
dis9lled result would be, You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength (5). What does it tell us about what God requires? Once we begin to appreciate who God is, then we can 
respond to God with the whole person: all of our heart, soul, strength (and mind) (Deuteronomy 6:5, MaYhew 
22:37). We are called to worship and total commitment of our affec9ons, spirit, body, and mind. 

a. God is to be the master passion of your life 

Does this passage tell us something about priori9es and compe9ng affec9ons? Does this command imply that we 
cannot have other loves or objects of affec9on? How might we know? Genesis 2:24 states, “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” We understand that God 
is revealing that the marriage rela9onship is to be priori9zed over any other familial or human rela9onship. In 
essence, love your spouse more than parents, children, siblings, friends, or employer. Nevertheless, what it says is 
“leave father…” Who is Adam’s Father? Thus, is Adam being told to priori9ze Eve over his heavenly Father? How 
could you know for sure?  

Deuteronomy 6:5 resolves the issue, by revealing that although there are compe9ng affec9ons that we need to 
order them God’s way, and He is to be the master passion of your life. 

 And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart (6). Thus, more than knowing them 
intellectually (mind) we are to also internalize or love God’s words as a reasonable response (Cf. Romans 12:1-2).  

2. What God has done  

Moses has recounted all God did for Israel (Deuteronomy 1-5). Thus, we are called to respond to God’s revealed 
love for us.  



a. God is worthy of your love because of what He has done 

Perhaps the best known verse in the Bible declares, “For God so loved the word that He gave his only begoYen 
Son, that whosoever would believe in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God is worthy of 
your response of love, because of His love for you proven by giving Jesus so that we could experience life with 
God (Genesis 22). Your love is simply a response to God’s love for you (1John 4:19). 

C. Relate to God  

Rela9onships require rela9ng. If you cannot relate it is hard to flourish in rela9onship. Jesus came to relate to us, 
and to help us relate to God the Father.  

1. Relate to God’s goodness and power 

a. The Incarna=on 

God’s goodness is seen through the Incarna9on (Philippians 2:3-7). Through Christ, we can beYer relate to God. 
God is Spirit, and thus knowing Him can be nebulous. God took on flesh, and became man, and dwelt among us 
so that we could beYer know God (John 1:1-14). Jesus explained that the way to know the Father is to come to 
Jesus, yield to Him, learn of Him and from Him, and then we would experience true rest for our souls (MaYhew 
11:27-30). Jesus assured His disciples that if they have seen or known Him, then they have known the Father 
(John 14:1-9).  

b. The cross  

God’s goodness is seen through the cross (John 10:17-18, 15:13). We need to appreciate the bad news, that all of 
us have sinned against an all-holy God and deserve His judgment that we begin to appreciate the good news of 
the gospel (Romans 3:23, 5:8, 6:23).  

c. The resurrec=on 

God’s power is seen through the resurrec9on of Jesus (John 10:17-18). 

2. Relate to God’s requirements 

What does Jesus say about this passage? Jesus was asked, which is the greatest commandment of the 613 
recorded in the first five books in the Scriptures recorded by Moses, and known to Jews as the Torah. Jesus 
replied, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This 
is the first and great commandment.39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On 
these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (MaMhew 22:37-39). 

It might seem surprising that Jesus did not quote one of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20),but quoted 
Deuteronomy 6:5 (and Levi9cus 19:18). Jesus is declaring that these two commandments are the essence of 
God’s requirements. You cannot separate them. Thus, your love for God is revealed by your love for neighbors 
where you live, work, study, play and worship.  

3. Relate to what God has done 

a. Jesus provides a beMer way to flourish 

To flourish means to grow or develop in a healthy or vigorous way, as a result of a par9cularly favorable 
environment.  

The environment is a gospel-centered life where you know that you are loved by God, and right with Him by grace 
through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9). You are mo9vated to grow and flourish, not to earn God’s acceptance, 
but because you know that you are accepted in Christ. Through faith in Christ, you enter the New Covenant. You 
are in Christ and He is in you. The climax of Deuteronomy is a call to flourish in a covenant rela9onship with God. 
Similarly, this day we are reminded of Jesus’ offer to flourish in a new covenant rela9onship in Him.  



Study Guide Qs 

Q1. What have you learned about God (e.g. this year) that caused you to love Him more? 

Q2. Consider the truth of what God did in former genera\ons, as well as your own experiences with God. How 
does it make you feel?  

Q3. How does God’s goodness and power as revealed by the Incarna\on, cross and resurrec\on make you feel? 

Q4. In what ways might Jesus make it easier to relate to God? 

 

“Disciples Who Dig Deeper” (op=onal or alterna=ve study) 

1. Here is a helpful ar=cle on evidences of a growing love for God: hMp://gateway.redemp=onaz.com/5-
evidences-of-a-growing-love-for-god/ 

2. Write a love leMer to God declaring your understanding of what He has done, who He is, and your devo=on, 
affec=ons, feelings, and faith.  

Love your neighbors (inside + outside the group) beMer: 

1. Who would like to share how they sought to befriend or build rela=onship with their neighbors inside or 
outside the group?  
2. Are there some needs that can provide us an opportunity to love our neighbors inside or outside the group? 

Disciples who make disciples: 

1. Who would like to share how they recently sought to make disciples? 
2. Here is a disciple making idea to consider for the weeks ahead:  
Invite a neighbor to aMend your NG, and grow in their love for God and neighbors. 

Prayer [Loving God and Neighbors beMer]: 

Close the NG mee9ng with a 9me of group prayer. Encourage each par9cipant to pray, but don’t force anyone to 
pray. Encourage the group to keep their prayers brief so that each person can pray.  

Notes: 

1. Prepara=on and par=cipa=on: Group par9cipants should read the teacher’s notes contained in this study 
guide prior to your mee9ng and be prepared to discuss the content. Remember the purpose of prepara9on and 
par9cipa9on is to accelerate growth as disciples who loves God supremely, loves neighbors like self, and make 
other disciples who do likewise. Seek to involve as many group par=cipants as possible. A good group discussion 
9me allows people to get to know the passage and one another beYer.  

http://gateway.redemptionaz.com/5-evidences-of-a-growing-love-for-god/
http://gateway.redemptionaz.com/5-evidences-of-a-growing-love-for-god/


2. Consider what about the passage is par=cularly exci=ng, challenging, or confusing?  
If a leader is uncertain about a ques9on of doctrine or theology don’t hesitate to follow-up with your coach 
during the week. Then revisit the issue(s) when the group gathers next 9me.  

3. The “Disciples Who Dig Deeper” sec=on provides some op=onal or alterna=ve study and discussion 
ac=vi=es. As a group leader, you can choose to focus on the “Disciples Who Dig Deeper” sec9on, include part of 
that sec9on in your group mee9ng, or not use it at all. Try to give the group sufficient no9ce so they can be 
prepared for the mee9ng.  

4. The “Love your neighbors” sec=on encourages par=cipants to love neighbors inside and outside the group 
beMer. As a leader, discuss this sec9on frequently.  

5. The “Disciples who make disciples” sec=on provides a helpful idea, and encourages par=cipants to be 
disciples who make disciples. Leaders should regularly encourage the group to review and discuss this sec9on. 

Next week’s passage:  Deuteronomy 6:7-9


