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So, I have some good news and I have some bad news. Which would you like to hear 
first? Have you ever heard that expression before? What kind of question is that? 
Usually when this expression is mentioned, the good news is nowhere near as 
important as the bad news. The good news is usually just an attempt to soften the 
bad news…It always seems pretty weak in light of the bad news. In order to 
understand the Gospel, we must first understand the bad news. So, tonight is the bad 
news… 
 
So, what is the Gospel? The word “gospel” is a term we hear used quite a bit in church 
and even outside the church. But what is it? Is it a style of music? Is it a thing? For a 
word used so often among Christians, there seems to be some confusion on what 
exactly the Gospel is and how to describe it. Our purpose in this study over the next 
couple of months is that you and I might gain a greater and more robust understanding 
of something that is so foundational and so central to Christianity. If you get this wrong, 
then you will get EVERYTHING else wrong as well. We will never be faithful to share 
the Gospel if we don’t have a firm grasp of what the Gospel actually is… so we must be 
clear on what we mean when we describe the Gospel.  
  
The term “gospel” is a word we get from the Greek language which means “good 
news.” So, when Christian’s talk about the Gospel, they are not just talking about any 
good news, but a particular good news! But what is this good news we talk so much 
about? Why is it so important that we stake our lives on it? 
 
Here are some responses some people say and what some might think the Gospel is: 
 

1. God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life 
2. God wants you to be successful and rich and get everything you want in life 
3. If I try to be a good person, and come to church, and hang out with Christian people 

then God will love me and I can go to heaven 
4. Jesus was a guy who helped people, fed them and healed them, so all we have to help 

the poor, feed the hungry, and save the environment 
 

 So the important question to answer, and what I hope we will do over the next few 
weeks, is to look at what the Bible says about this “good news.” That’s what we are after.  
 
 



Where do we look for this good news? 
 
 The answer, simply, is the Bible. We, as Christians, believe the Bible to be God’s 
Words (2 Tim 3:15-17). It is God revealing Himself to mankind in the pages of Scripture. 
We cannot look to nature or science or history to tell us about God. Only the Scripture 
can tell us who God is and who we are. While nature and science and history may make 
us aware that there is a God who exists, we cannot understand who He is or what He is 
like personally apart from God telling us about Himself. So, in Bible we have the words 
of God communicated to us to know who this God is; the God of the Bible. The Bible 
that is our source of knowledge about God and it is our only authority to tell us who 
God is and what He is like.  
 
The Gospel begins with God. That’s what Pastor Jeremy began with last week. We are 
walking through this G.O.S.P.E.L. Acronym…if you haven’t picked up one of these 
outlines I’d encourage you to do so tonight, and begin to learn it. The Gospel begins 
with God, specifically who He is.  
 
I want you think about this for a moment… we assume a lot about people… we assume 
that people believe in God… but anymore they don’t… and so think about this for a 
moment… you begin to share the Gospel and you start with Jesus… let me share with 
you the greatest news ever… JESUS DIED FOR YOU… okay why is that great news… 
well because you needed him… He died in your place… for your sin…. sin? I’m a pretty 
good person… I’m not a sinner… who are you to say that I’m a sinner… You see people 
don’t understand their need for Jesus… because they don’t understand sin… and they 
don’t understand sin because they don’t understand God. The Gospel is good news…  
but you don’t recognize the goodness of the good news until you understand the bad 
news… 
   
Last week our discussion was about God, specifically His Character. Who is God? God 
is our Righteous Creator. He alone is eternal, self-existent, uncreated and holy. He is 
completely other and different from us. Because He is our Creator, He owns us. We 
were created by God, not because He had to create us or because He was lonely, but 
so that we might glorify Him. He alone is worthy of our worship and praise because 
He alone is our Creator. So, if you don’t believe that… then you’ll never really 
understand your need for Jesus… I always use the illustration of my kids…they’re 
super into Legos these days… and it’s not very often that one of them comes out of 
the room crying… do you know why? Well usually it’s because Kai has created this 
awesome tower and Adelyn has come along and done what to it… that’s right… 
destroyed it… and Kai is sad and angry… why because that was HIS tower. 



He made it. He designed it. He created it. It was his. So, it wasn’t Adelyn’s right to 
destroy it. Kai determines how he wants to play with the tower. If we don’t understand 
that God is creator… that God is judge… that God is owner… that God is the one 
who is the standard of right and wrong… then we will never understand sin, and 
therefore will never see our need for Christ!  
 
So, we looked at the character of God. God is a God who is gracious, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, but who 
will by no means clear the guilty. Yes, God is loving and compassionate, but that is 
not all God is. He is also a Judge who must punish sin. If God failed to punish sin then 
He would no longer be just or be righteous. So, he must deal rightly with sin. So, we 
find this tension in the Bible… this question arises… how can God be a good 
righteous judge who deals justly with sin and at the same time be gracious, forgiving, 
and merciful? It would seem as if these characteristics are at an impasse. How could 
he be all of these things? The Gospel answers that question.  
 
So, God’s the one we need. He’s the one we want, and the gospel centers around 
Him, so we share clearly the character of God, That’s the G in the acronym – God’s 
Character… and that then leads to the O in gospel, the offense of sin. So here is our 
response to who God is. We rebel against him.  

Read Genesis 3:1-5. Man and woman were created in perfect fellowship with God, 
they had everything they needed. They were free to commune with God openly 
eating of any tree in the Garden, except one. It isn’t too far into the story of the Bible 
that plot takes a drastic turn. The tempter, the writer of Genesis says, is both “crafty” 
and a “beast of the field that the LORD God had made.” But notice how this “crafty 
serpent” tempts them. (Revelation 12:9 - 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, 
that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him.) He is a slanderer and a deceiver.  
 
1. Questions God’s Word  

In the second part of 3:1, the tempter questions God’s command. “Did God actually 
say…?” He questions God’s Word and God’s authority. He questioned the command 
that God had given.  He does this by saying, “REALLY? DID HE REALLY SAY THIS?” 
Not only that, but look at what he said next at the end of 3:1. Notice how he restates 
what God had said. The serpent repeats God’s command and says, “You shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden?” Guys, is this what God said? Look at 2:16. No! God told 
Adam, “You may SURELY EAT of EVERY tree of the garden!” He does the same thing 



in 3:4. Notice what the serpent says… God had already commanded in 2:17 that 
eating of this one tree would result in death. But here the serpent says, “You will not 
surely die!” The serpent has questioned God’s Word and caused the woman to doubt 
God. The serpent has caused Eve to who a lack of faith in God’s promise and in 
God’s Word.  
 
2. Questions God’s Goodness 

What is the serpent doing here? The serpent is doing something else besides causing 
the woman and man to distrust God’s Word. The centerpiece of this story is the 
question of the knowledge of what is “good.” What the snake is basically saying is, 
“God is keeping the knowledge of “good” from you.” NOTICE 3:5. He says to the 
woman that if you eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, then you will be 
like God knowing good and evil. But you and I know from looking at Genesis 1-2, that 
God knows what is good. “Good” is determined by God. After God formed the 
garden and placed man and woman there, He declared that His creation was “very 
good” (1:31). Because God is Creator of all and because God is Holy, He alone 
determines what is good. Do you see the irony here in this passage? The serpent tells 
the woman that if she would just eat from the tree then she would be like God. Why is 
this ironic? We know from 1:26-27 that man was already created to be “like God.” He 
was as much like God as he was created to be! He did not need to be any more like 
God! God had given Adam authority and dominion over all things; the land and the 
animals…all the created order. However, there was one thing not under Adam’s feet 
and authority, God Himself.  
  
When you and I are tempted this is what is going on in some form or fashion. When 
we are tempted, whatever it may be, we are tempted to call into question both God’s 
Word and God’s goodness. “Has God really said this…?” “Can’t I decide for myself 
what is good?” 
 
Sin (READ 3:6-13) 
 
So, how does the woman respond to this temptation? We have here, the turning 
point of the WHOLE Bible. The author does not take long to describe what 
happened. He doesn’t really develop the story, or give us many details. READ vs. 6. 
Here we have the biblical description of what the essence of sin really is. The man and 
the woman both ate of the fruit and their eyes were opened. They were now aware of 
evil. The realized they were naked. They were ashamed. They truly saw for the first 
time the true nature of evil and sin. They desired wisdom apart from God’s wisdom. 



They desired to decide for themselves what was good. And by their rejection of what 
God had said was good, they became aware of evil. 
 
Let me ask you a question. What is the big deal, right? It’s just a piece of fruit! What’s 
so bad about eating a piece of fruit? Isn’t this the way you and I often justify our sin? 
It’s just a little lie. It’s just a few dollars that I stole. It’s just pornography. I just got a 
little angry. You and I try to make light of OUR sin all the time. We try to think of 
others who are worse off than we are or who do things more evil than we do. 
 
The biblical picture is not that our sins vary in how evil they are, but that they all fall 
under one category; rebellion against God. We discussed last week how God is 
Creator. He alone has authority over all things, because He made them. When God 
created human beings, His intention was that they would live under His righteous rule 
in perfect joy, worshiping Him, obeying Him, and glorifying Him; thereby living in 
unbroken fellowship with Him. You see Adam and Eve were not just violating some 
small command, they were REJECTING GOD’S AUTHORITY!!! They were declaring 
their independence from God.  
 
This is our response every time we sin against God. We are taking the crown from 
God and placing it on our own heads! They made a conscious decision to reject 
God’s authority and so do we. 
 
Then, in 3:8-13 (READ), they heard the sound of God walking in the garden and they 
hid. No longer were they freely walking about in the garden sharing fellowship with 
God. Now they were hiding from Him. As God begins to ask these questions, you see 
a picture of a Righteous Judge bringing evidence against the man and the woman. 
They play the blame game. The woman made me do it. The woman that YOU gave 
me. The woman says, “The serpent made me do it.” They would not take 
responsibility for their own rebellion.  
 
The Curse (3:14-19) 
 
The Curse of the Serpent 
 
First, God curses and judges the serpent. He is cursed above all livestock. He will 
crawl on his belly and eat dust all his life. But then, in vs. 15, you see that there is 
going to be enmity between the serpent and man. He will bruise the heel of the 
offspring of the woman, but his head will be bruised (a better translation is 
“crushed”). We will come back to this verse… super important verse in the Bible… 
 



The Curse of the Man and Woman 
 
Notice that because of the man and woman’s sin, pain enters created world. The 
created world is now fallen; creation, in a sense, is broken. Man and woman were 
previously blessed by being told to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (1:28). 
But now childbirth would be painful. Where the man and woman enjoyed a mutually 
loving relationship with God in unbroken fellowship, now the man would rule over 
the woman.  
 
The man is told that because he has listened to his wife and eaten from the tree, he 
will have to work the field to produce food. Previously the garden was ripe and 
plentiful, but now it must be worked by “the sweat of your face.” Just as he was 
created from the dust of the earth (2:7), he now will experience death and return to 
the dust of the earth (3:19).  
 
The Curse on Creation 
 
The creation is cursed. As we said, it was previously lush and fruitful (2:9), but now it 
his full of thorns and thistles (3:18). Notice something here… what is the first curse on 
the earth? Thorns… What is it that Jesus takes upon his head when he goes to the 
cross? That’s right a crown of thorns… The crown of thorns symbolized the curse of 
sin being placed on Jesus’ head. It takes us back to Genesis 3, reminding us of why 
Jesus went to the cross, to take the penalty of sin on our behalf.  
 
The ground would become hard and difficult to produce food without work. This 
hard work would produce pain. Here we have the entrance of pain and suffering into 
the world. Where it was once a place of perfection and fruitfulness, it is now a desert 
place of sorrow and despair. Notice the reversal of all the good things that God had 
created. This is depressing!  
 
Not only that, but God promised that the day they ate of the tree, what would 
happen? THEY WOULD SURELY DIE! Let me ask you, did Adam and Eve die 
immediately? No, they didn’t physically. But as soon as they sinned, they were cast 
from the presence of God and they became his enemies. No longer were they God’s 
friends and joyful subjects in God’s kingdom, they were now strangers. The 
fellowship they once shared was severed and broken. They were distanced from 
God. READ 3:23-24. The author tells us that they were cast out of the garden and 
kept from entering it.  
  



The result was spiritual death and eventual physical death. Their spiritual lives ended 
immediately. They now hated God. Their fellowship was broken. Their minds were 
filled up with selfish thoughts, rather than God glorifying thoughts. Their eyes were 
darkened to the beauty of God. Their souls and hearts were hardened and resulted in 
dead hearts. 
  
This is where the story meets you and me. Not only them, but it was the result for all of 
humankind. Look with me at Romans 5:12-21. Paul tells us that sin came into the 
world through one man, Adam. What was the result? Death for all men. The effects of 
sin spread to all mankind, from birth, like a cancer. All mankind are enemies of God 
from birth. They are born sinners. Paul says, “You want proof, look at the time 
between Adam and the law given to Moses!” Before there was even the law to break, 
man still died… this is proof of the effect of Adam’s fall. Then in 5:18, One trespass 
(Adam’s sin) led to condemnation for ALL men. All men are condemned because of 
what Adam did. You are condemned because of what Adam did. The reason you sin 
is because you are a sinner. 
 
Church, this is so important. You are not a sinner because you sin, you sin because 
you are a sinner. What? Let me say it another way. Sin isn’t just something you do 
(steal, lie, cheat, hate, pride), sin characterizes who you are! It is a part of who you are 
by nature!  
 
Listen to some of these passages: 
1) "The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can 

understand it?" Jeremiah 17:9 
2) "Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that 

every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually... from youth." 
Genesis 6:5 & 8:21 

3) "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil." John 3:19 

4) “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the 
law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God.” Romans 8:7-8  

5) “The wicked are estranged from the womb; those who speak lies go astray from 
birth.” Psalm 58:3 

 
It is important that we understand that your sin(s) are the result of our sinful hearts. 
 



Man’s fundamental problem is not a sense of purposelessness or meaninglessness or 
guilt or despair or loneliness, but our main problem is our sin.  

 
You might be asking yourself, what is wrong with this guy. This is terrible news. We 
don’t want to hear this. I’m not telling you this because I enjoy being pessimistic or 
because I enjoy talking about sin, but because it is the truth. It is what the Bible says 
man’s condition is before God.   

 
Only by understanding our nature and our sinful condition (the bad news)—it is only 
then that we can see just how good the news of the Gospel really is. Only once we 
recognize our condition before God and what he has done to make our relationship 
with Him right, can we then truly treasure the Gospel! 
 
Look at all the ways we’re described in Ephesians 2:1. Dead in trespasses and sins, 
following the course of this world, following the prince and the power in the air, the 
devil, a spirit of disobedience at work within us, living in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, by nature, children of wrath, and it 
says it again in verse 5. Dead in our trespasses.  

Now, two keywords there. One, trespasses, so to trespass is to break the law, which is 
something we have all done, all of us, since Genesis chapter 3. We are all just like 
Adam and Eve. Even if God said, “Don’t eat from that tree,” we’re going do it anyway. 
He’s not Lord over us. We reject His authority as our creator. We do what we want. 
This is the God who beckons storm clouds and they come. This is the God who tells 
the wind and the rain when to blow, where to fall, and they do it immediately, the 
God who says to the mountains, “You go here,” to the seas “You stop there,” and they 
do it. Everything in all creation responds in obedience to the creator until you get to 
man, and you and I have the audacity to look at Him in the face and say, “No.”  

We trespass in rebellion against Him, and as a result, we are dead in our sin. Paul says 
it twice. Dead in your trespasses. Dead in your sin now, and if nothing changes, dead 
in your sin forever. This is our problem, and in our communication of the gospel, we 
must be clear about what the problem is. Man’s problem is not that life’s just not 
going right. Our problem is not that we’ve messed up. Our problem’s not that we’ve 
done some wrong things or made some wrong decisions. That’s not the problem of 
sin. The problem is, at the core of our being, we have rebelled against God and we 
are dead without Him, not kind of dead, sort of dead, pretty dead, DEAD.  

 



An old preaching professor used to take his students every semester to a cemetery, 
and one by one, he would ask his students to speak over the cemetery and call 
people in their graves to rise up and walk. One by one, of course, they would fail, and 
then he would remind them that when they preach to people who don’t know Christ, 
they are doing the same thing. No matter how eloquent a sermon is, no matter how 
passionate an invitation is, they are speaking to people who are spiritually dead until 
the spirit of God gives them life. This is so important in our understanding of the 
gospel and our proclamation of it to others.  

Francis Schaefer was once asked the question, “What would you do if you met a 
modern man on a train and had just one hour to talk with him about the gospel?” 
Schaefer’s reply, “I would spend 45 to 50 minutes on the negative to really show him 
his dilemma, that he is morally dead. Then I’d take 10, 15 minutes to preach the 
gospel. I believe,” Schaefer said, “That much of our evangelistic and personal work 
today is not clear simply because we are too anxious to get to the answer without 
having a man realize the real cause of his sickness, which is true moral guilt. Not just 
psychological guilt feelings in the presence of God.”  

Here is what I want you to hear tonight! In our efforts to reach people with the gospel, 
we cannot gloss over the severity of sin. We must realize, in our day, we are a people, 
we share the gospel with people who don’t think sin is that big a deal. People think, 
“We’re not, I’m not, they’re not that bad. Surely God wouldn’t punish me for that.” We 
have no clue the severity of our sin. We’re shocked and almost outraged, even in the 
church when we see pictures, like in Genesis when Lot and his wife are fleeing Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God said, “Don’t look back.” Lot’s wife looks back, just a glance, and 
all of a sudden, she’s gone, evaporated for a glance. All she did was look back. Why 
would God punish sin like that?  

You get to Numbers chapter 15, and a man is caught picking up sticks on the 
Sabbath. They bring the man before God, say, “What should we do to him?” What 
does God say? God says, “Stone him.” Stoned for picking up sticks. We see Uzzah 
reach out to touch the Ark, to keep it from falling. Immediately, he falls over dead. 
And you say, “Well, that’s just the God of the Old Testament.” Not true. Acts chapter 
5. Ananias and Sapphira, both of them deceiving God and others in their offering, 
both of them falling over dead. That’ll hurt our church attendance Sunday.  

Let’s, be honest. We look at these stories and don’t we think, “Uh, that seems a bit 
overkill, like, a bit too severe. I mean, stoned for picking up sticks? They lied. It was 
sin, but, I mean, fall over dead immediately?” And this is where we need to realize 
that we have a very man-centered perspective of sin. You see, we think, well, think 



about it. If you were to sin against a rock, you would not be very guilty. If you were to 
sin against a man, you would be guilty, and that’s what we think. Well, I mean, if 
somebody lies to me, I mean, they shouldn’t die. If somebody does something I said 
they shouldn’t do, they shouldn’t die, but here’s the picture.  

We sin against an infinitely holy God, we’re infinitely guilty. The severity of sin is not 
determined by how big or small we might think it might be. The severity of sin is 
determined by the majesty of the One who’s sinned against. What does Romans 5 
say to us? One sin, one sin brought condemnation to all men. They ate a piece of 
fruit. They put a piece of fruit in their mouth and just took a bite, and from that one sin 
came all the sin and all the world’s sin since then and all the effects of sin. 

All that’s come from one sin, and we in this room have committed thousands of sins. 
God help us to see the severity of our sin, to realize that this is an infinitely serious 
problem for you, for me, for 7 billion people in the world. We’re dead in our sin, and 
as a result, we cannot save ourselves. How can someone who is dead bring himself to 
life? How many of you one day before you were born decided I think I’d like to be 
born now? It’s impossible, right? It’s impossible to give yourself life. Somebody has to 
do that to you, for you. Now we’re getting to the core of the gospel. We cannot save 
ourselves. We need God to give us life, and praise be to God, He gives us life.  

 


