WHAT’S NEXT FOR MY LIFE
Ryland Walter | August 12-13, 2023
Week 1: Choosing Your Future

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born,
because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid
of the king’s edict.

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, REFUSED to be known as
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He CHOSE to be mistreated along
with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin.

26 He REGARDED disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he
PERSEVERED because he saw him who is invisible.

Hebrews 11:23-27 (NIV)

Moses’ 4 Life-Shaping Choices

1. Refuse to be

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known
as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  Hebrews 11:24 (NIV)

Jesus: “Just as | didn’t join the world’s ways.
I’'m not asking that you take them out of the world
But that you guard them from the Evil One.
They are no more defined by the world
Than | am defined by the world.”
John 17:14-15 (MSG)

2. Choose short-term for long-term

He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.
Hebrews 11:25 (NIV)

For our present troubles are small and won'’t last very long. Yet
they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will
last forever! 2 Corinthians 4:17 (NLT)

3. Choose God’s , hot the world’s

He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to
his reward. Hebrews 11:26 (NIV)

WHAT THE WORLD VALUES
1. Popularity (Prestige & Power) v24
2. Pleasure “the pleasures of sin” v25
3. Possessions “the treasures of Egypt” v26

The world and its desires pass away,
but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:17 (NIV)

WHAT GOD VALUES
1. is more valuable than popularity v24
2. are more valuable than pleasure v25
3. is more valuable than possessions v26
4. Choose to live by , hot by

By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger...
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV)

We know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus
Christ, not by obeying the law. Galatians 2:16 (NLT)

How Do | Hold To God’s Values?

« Get support from a

Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and
good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day
of his return is drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 (NLT)

» Ask & expect to help

Moses persevered because he saw him who is invisible.
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV)

So we don't look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our
gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will
soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.

2 Corinthians 4:18 (NLT)
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By faith Moses’ parentz hid him for three monthes after he was born,
because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid
of the king's edict.

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, EEFUSED to be known as
the son of Pharach's dawghter. 25 He CHOSE to be mistreated along
with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin.

% He REGARDED disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 37 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he
PERSEVERED because he saw him who is invisible.

Hebrews 11:23-27 (NIV)

Moses' 4 Life-Shaping Choices
1. Refuse to be defined by others

By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known
as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.  Hebrews 11:24 (NIV)

Jesus: "Just as | didn't join the world’s ways.
I'm not asking that you take them out of the world
But that you guard them from the Evil One.
They are no more defined by the world
Than | am defined by the world."
John 17:14-15 (M3G)

2. Choose short-term pain for long-term gain

He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather

than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.
Hebrews. 11:25 (NIV)

For our present troubles are small and won't last very long. Yet
they produce for us a glory that vastly cutweighs them and will
lazt forever! 2 Corinthians 4:17 (NLT)

3. Choose God's values, not the world's
He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value

than the treasures of Egypt, because he was [poking ahead to
hig reward. Hebrews 11:26 (NIV)

WHAT THE WORLD WALUES
1. Popularity (Prestige & Power) vs. 24
2. Pleasure “the pleasures of sin™ vs. 25
3. Pozsessions "the treasures of Eqypt” vs. 26

The world and its desires pass away,
but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:17 (NIV)

WHAT GOD VALUES

1. God's purposa is more valuable than popularity vs. 24
2. People are more valuable than pleasure vs. 25

3. Peace of mind is more valuable than possessions vs. 26

4. Choose to live by faith, not by fear

By faith he left Egypt, not fearng the king's anger. ..
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV)

We know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus
Christ, not by obeying the law. Galatians 2:16 (NLT)

How Do | Hold To God's Values?
« Get support from a small group

Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and
good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day
of his returmn is drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 (MLT)

- Ask & expect God to help

Moses persevered because he saw him who is invisible.
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV)

So we don't look at the troubles we can see now, rather, we fix our
gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will
so0n be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.

2 Corinthians 4:18 (MLT)
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REVIEW IT

Is the pattern for our life pre-determined or is it possible for us to miss God’s plan? The Bible teaches
that the choice is ours. Many people miss God-opportunities because they do not understanding that
God’s plan must be chosen. We make our choices, and then our choices make us. Moses made four
choices that shaped his life. Those same choices are set before us: Refusing to be defined by others;
short term pain for long term gain; what God values not what culture values; and living by faith not

by fear.

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no
ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he had grown up,
REFUSED to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He CHOSE to be mistreated along with the
people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He REGARDED disgrace for the sake
of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he PERSEVERED

because he saw him who is invisible.
Hebrews 11:23-27 (NIV)

Spend some time in the word: Read Hebrews 11:23-40

TALK ABOUT IT

1. How do we face our own identity crises throughout our lives and refuse to be defined by them—
or by others?

2. Consider who you may be letting determine your identity. What peer pressure are you bowing to?

3. Why is it important to choose short term pain for long term gain? What are some hard things you've
done in the past that you're grateful you did today?

4. How would life be different if we chose to live by faith, not by fear?

ACTONIT

What are your top 3-5 values? Can you name them? If not, someone else might. Take some time to identify
and clarify your what’s most important to you. A couple of tools that might help...

* “The Purpose Driven Life” book by Rick Warren.
* “Daring To Counter Culture” Rock Brook sermon from February 26, 2023

PRAY ABOUT IT

Ask how you can pray for a support one another this week and then close in prayer.



