
YOUR WORK MATTERS TO GOD 
Ryland Walter | September 10-11, 2022 
Week 1: Staying Motivated In Your Work 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden  
to work it and take care of it.   Genesis 2:15 (NIV)!

Seven Motivations For Work 

1. _______________: To meet my ________ 

The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.  
     2 Thessalonians 3:10 (NIV) 

A hard worker has plenty of food, but a person who chases 
fantasies ends up in poverty.   Proverbs 28:19 (NLT) 

2. ________________: To ____________ financially 

Lazy people want much but get little, but those who work hard  
will prosper.     Proverbs 13:4 (NLT) 

Dishonest money dwindles away, 
but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow. 
     Proverbs 13:11 (NIV) 

Ask: How does God want me to _____________ this? 

3. _____________: To express my God-given ________ 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) 

 Ask: How can I _______________ to the mission? 
  

4. _____________________: To develop my _________ 
     
Until the time came to fulfill his word,  
the Lord tested Joseph's character.  Psalm 105:19 (NLT)  

So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth,  
who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you  
property of your own?   Luke 16:11-12 (NIV) 

 Ask: How is God ____________ me? 

5. __________________: To ____________ to others 

Take care of your own business, and do your own work...  
If you do, then people who are not believers will respect you….  
     1 Thess. 4:11-12 (NCV)  

Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 (NIV) 

 Ask: How can I _________? 

6. _________________: To _______ to others 

If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good 
hard work, and then give generously to others in need. 

Ephesians 4:28 (NLT) 

But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your ancestors, as it is today.  
     Deuteronomy 8:18 (NIV) 

 Ask: What is God calling me to _______? 

7. _____________: To prepare for __________ 

Everyone who runs in a race does many things so his body will be 
strong. He does it to get a crown that will soon be worth nothing, 
but we work for a crown that will last forever. 
     1 Corinthians 9:25 (NLV)  

On the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each 
builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 
value. If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  
But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss.  
The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames.  1 Corinthians 3:13-15 (NLT)  

 Ask: Where is my __________? 
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Week 1: Staying Motivated In Your Work 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden  
to work it and take care of it.   Genesis 2:15 (NIV)!

Seven Motivations For Work 

1. NECESSITY: To meet my needs 

The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.  
     2 Thessalonians 3:10 (NIV) 

A hard worker has plenty of food, but a person who chases 
fantasies ends up in poverty.   Proverbs 28:19 (NLT) 

2. PROSPERITY: To succeed financially 

Lazy people want much but get little, but those who work hard  
will prosper.     Proverbs 13:4 (NLT) 

Dishonest money dwindles away, 
but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow. 
     Proverbs 13:11 (NIV) 

 Ask: How does God want me to steward this? 

3. IDENTITY: To express my God-given SHAPE 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) 

 Ask: How can I contribute to the mission? 
  

4. RESPONSIBILITY: To develop my character 
     
Until the time came to fulfill his word,  
the Lord tested Joseph's character.  Psalm 105:19 (NLT)  

So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth,  
who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you  
property of your own?   Luke 16:11-12 (NIV) 

 Ask: How is God growing me? 

5. CREDIBILITY: To witness to others 

Take care of your own business, and do your own work...  
If you do, then people who are not believers will respect you….  
     1 Thess. 4:11-12 (NCV)  

Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 (NIV) 

 Ask: How can I shine? 

6. GENEROSITY: To give to others 

If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good 
hard work, and then give generously to others in need. 

Ephesians 4:28 (NLT) 

But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your ancestors, as it is today.  
     Deuteronomy 8:18 (NIV) 

 Ask: What is God calling me to give? 

7. ETERNITY: To prepare for heaven 

Everyone who runs in a race does many things so his body will be 
strong. He does it to get a crown that will soon be worth nothing, 
but we work for a crown that will last forever. 
     1 Corinthians 9:25 (NLV)  

On the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each 
builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 
value. If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  
But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss.  
The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames.  1 Corinthians 3:13-15 (NLT)  

 Ask: Where is my reward?



STAYING MOTIVATED IN YOUR WORK
Talk-it-Over Notes  |  September 10-11, 2022

REVIEW IT
Everybody works. If you’re a student, you have work to do. If you’re a parent, you have work to do. 
If you’re on the job or retired, you have work to do. The question is, what will keep you motivated in 
your work? God gives us the opportunity to be motivated by seven things in our work.

1. NECESSITY: To meet my needs 
2. PROSPERITY: To succeed financially 
3. IDENTITY: To express my God-given SHAPE 
4. RESPONSIBILITY: To develop my character 
5. CREDIBILITY: To witness to others 
6. GENEROSITY: To give to others 
7. ETERNITY: To prepare for heaven 

Spend some time in the word… Read Luke 16:1-15 

TALK ABOUT IT
• What has been your motivation for the work you do? 

• Which of the seven motivations do you resonate with most? Meaning, you find yourself 
motivated by that thing? 

• Which of the seven motivations do you rarely consider as you are working? This would be 
the one you need to most employ. 

ACT ON IT
Choose one of the verses on the outline to memorize this week to help keep you motivated 
with that reason for work.

PRAY ABOUT IT
What do you need prayer for today? Take some time to ask how you can pray for and support one 
another this week.


