
WHAT’S NEXT FOR MY LIFE? 
Ryland Walter | August 19-20, 2023 

Week 2: Choosing Which Doors You'll Walk Through 

Every door is a _____________ 
Doors are metaphors for the choices we make 

What You Need To Know About Doors In Your Life 

1. What’s next in my life will be shaped by the doors  
        I walk _______ and the doors I walk ____________ 

By faith Moses, refused… chose… regarded… persevered… 
     (Hebrews 11:23-27)   

2. A door may be… 

• An __________________ from God 

Paul: There is a wide-open door for a great work here,  
although many oppose me.  1 Corinthians 16:9 (NLT) 

• A __________________ from others 
         
Nehemiah: So I replied by sending this message to them: “I am 
engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop 
working to come and meet with you?” Nehemiah 6:3 (NLT) 

• A __________________ from Satan 
      
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You 
are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from 
a human point of view, not from God’s.”  
     Matthew 16:23 (NLT) 

3. If an open door is truly from God it will not __________    
        what He’s already said in His Word 

       
Your word, LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
     Psalm 119:89 (NIV) 

4. Sometimes ______ shuts a door for my protection 

Then the LORD closed the door behind them.  
     Genesis 7:16 (NLT) 

5. God will open doors for me if I open doors _________ 

A generous person will prosper; 
    whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
     Proverbs 11:25  

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind 
so that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling.  1 Peter 4:7-9 (NIV) 

6. Sometimes God cracks open a door to give me a    
        glimpse of my future long before I’m ready to walk  
        through it. Why? To inspire me to ________! 

“This vision is for a future time. It describes the end, and it will be 
fulfilled. If it seems slow in coming, wait patiently, for it will surely 
take place. It will not be delayed.”  Habakkuk 2:3 (NLT) 

7. I can grow in ______________________ to know  
        which doors to walk through 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will 
keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10!For I want 
you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure 
and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 11!May you 
always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring 
much glory and praise to God. Philippians 1:8-11 (NLT)
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Week 2: Choosing Which Doors You'll Walk Through 

Every door is a decision 
Doors are metaphors for the choices we make 

What You Need To Know About Doors In Your Life 

1. What’s next in my life will be shaped by the doors  
        I walk past and the doors I walk through 

By faith Moses, refused… chose… regarded… persevered… 
     (Hebrews 11:23-27)   

2. A door may be… 

• An opportunity from God 

Paul: There is a wide-open door for a great work here,  
although many oppose me.  1 Corinthians 16:9 (NLT) 

• A distraction from others 
         
Nehemiah: So I replied by sending this message to them: “I am 
engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop 
working to come and meet with you?” Nehemiah 6:3 (NLT) 

• A trap from Satan 
      
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You 
are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from 
a human point of view, not from God’s.”  
     Matthew 16:23 (NLT) 

3. If an open door is truly from God it will not contradict    
        what He’s already said in His Word 

       
Your word, LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
     Psalm 119:89 (NIV) 

4. Sometimes God shuts a door for my protection 

Then the LORD closed the door behind them.  
     Genesis 7:16 (NLT) 

5. God will open doors for me if I open doors for others 

A generous person will prosper; 
    whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
     Proverbs 11:25  

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind 
so that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling.  1 Peter 4:7-9 (NIV) 

6. Sometimes God cracks open a door to give me a    
        glimpse of my future long before I’m ready to walk  
        through it. Why? To inspire me to grow! 

“This vision is for a future time. It describes the end, and it will be 
fulfilled. If it seems slow in coming, wait patiently, for it will surely 
take place. It will not be delayed.”  Habakkuk 2:3 (NLT) 

7. I can grow in understanding to know  
        which doors to walk through 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will 
keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10!For I want 
you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure 
and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 11!May you 
always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring 
much glory and praise to God. Philippians 1:8-11 (NLT)



CHOOSING WHICH DOORS YOU’LL WALK THROUGH
Talk-it-Over Notes  |  August 19-20, 2023

REVIEW IT
There are many common threads, illustrations and themes in the Bible. That’s one reason the Bible 
never gets old. You can always find a new thread woven throughout scripture. One of those is the 
illustration of a doorway. Jesus liked to reference a door as a metaphor. He said he stands at the door 
and knocks, he opens doors of opportunity, and (in the gospel of John) he declared, “I am the door.” !

A door can represent the entrance door of salvation, the threshold to fellowship, the passage door of 
discipleship, the service door of ministry, or the outside door to your mission in life. A door can be an 
entrance or it can be an exit. It can represent acceptance, or it can represent rejection. There are many 
implications for the doors in your life, and every door is a decision. Here’s what we need to know 
about the doors in our life…!

1. What’s next in my life will be shaped by the doors I walk past and the doors I walk through!
2. A door may be an opportunity from God, a distraction from others, or a trap from Satan!
3. If an open door is truly from God, it will not contradict what He’s already said in His word!
4. Sometimes, God shuts a door for my protection!
5. God will open doors for me if I open doors for others!
6. Sometimes, God cracks open a door to give me a glimpse of my future long before I’m ready to 

walk through it. Why? To inspire me to grow!!
7. I can grow in understanding to know which doors to walk through!

Spend some time in the word: Read Philippians chapter 1

TALK ABOUT IT!
1. Icebreaker: Quickly brainstorm how many types of doors you open every day…

2. Which of the above things to know about doors stood out to you in the message?

3. Can you think of a door in your life that was an opportunity from God?

4. Can you think of some doors in your life that turned out to be distractions or a trap? Or, can you 
provide an example of how an open door may be a trap from Satan?

5. How can we determine if an open door is from God?

ACT ON IT
Why does God want us to offer open doors to others? How can you open a door for someone else this 
week? Also, our Dream Team is all about opening doors for others. Discover how to make a difference with 
us! https://rockbrook.org/dream-team

PRAY ABOUT IT

Ask how you can pray for a support one another this week and then close in prayer.


