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Week 4:  Family Works or Family Wars? 

And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and 
reap a harvest of righteousness.  James 3:18 NLT 

* Wisdom is ______________________________  

 Who is wise and understanding among you?   
 Let him show it by his good life...   James 3:13 NIV 

* Lack of wisdom causes _____________________  

 ... bitter envy, selfish ambition… disorder and every evil  
practice.  James 3:14,16 NIV 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good 
fruit, impartial and sincere.  James 3:17 NIV 

1.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T COMPROMISE ________________ . 

The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure. 
      James 3:17 NIV 

God grants a treasure of good sense to the godly.  He is a 
shield to those who walk with integrity.   
     Proverbs 2:7 NLT 

2.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T ANTAGONIZE ________________ . 

Wisdom is ... peace loving.  James 3:17 NIV 

Any fool can start arguments:   
the wise thing is to stay out of them.  Proverbs. 20:3 GNT 

________________, _________________, _______________ 

A wise man controls his temper.   
He knows that anger causes mistakes.  Proverbs 14:29 TLB 

3.  IF I'M WISE I WON'T MINIMIZE ____________________ . 

Wisdom is ... considerate  James 3:17 NIV 

Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do 
     Philippians 4:5 NLT 

We must be considerate of the doubts and the fears of others.  
Let’s please the other person not ourselves in doing what’s 
good for him and build him up.  Romans 15:2 TLB 

4.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T CRITICIZE ___________________ . 

Wisdom is ... submissive  James 3:17 NIV 

 “open to reason” RSV   “it allows discussion”  TLB 

A fool thinks he needs no advice.   
A wise man listens to others.  Proverbs 12:15 TLB 

5.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T EMPHASIZE __________________. 

Wisdom is ... full of mercy  James 3:17 NIV 

Love forgets mistakes; nagging about them parts the best of 
friends.  Proverbs 17:9 TLB 

6.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T DISGUISE ___________________ . 

Wisdom is ... impartial and sincere  James 3:17 NIV 

 “straightforward and without hypocrisy” 

A good man is known by his truthfulness; a false man by deceit 
and lies.  Proverbs 12:17 TLB  

Jesus is the key that opens all the hidden treasures of God’s 
wisdom and knowledge.  Colossians 2:3 GNT 
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And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and 
reap a harvest of righteousness.  James 3:18 NLT 

* Wisdom is A LIFESTYLE  

 Who is wise and understanding among you?   
 Let him show it by his good life...   James 3:13 NIV 

* Lack of wisdom causes PROBLEMS  

 ... bitter envy, selfish ambition… disorder and every evil  
practice.  James 3:14,16 NIV 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good 
fruit, impartial and sincere.  James 3:17 NIV 

1.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T COMPROMISE MY INTEGRITY. 

The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure. 
      James 3:17 NIV 

God grants a treasure of good sense to the godly.  He is a 
shield to those who walk with integrity.   
             Proverbs 2:7 NLT 

2.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T ANTAGONIZE YOUR ANGER. 

Wisdom is ... peace loving.  James 3:17 NIV 

Any fool can start arguments:   
the wise thing is to stay out of them.  Proverbs. 20:3 GNT 

Comparing, Condemning, Contradicting 

A wise man controls his temper.   
He knows that anger causes mistakes.  Proverbs 14:29 TLB 

3.  IF I'M WISE I WON'T MINIMIZE YOUR FEELINGS. 

Wisdom is ... considerate  James 3:17 NIV 

Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do 
     Philippians 4:5 NLT 

We must be considerate of the doubts and the fears of others.  
Let’s please the other person not ourselves in doing what’s 
good for him and build him up.  Romans 15:2 TLB 

4.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T CRITICIZE YOUR SUGGESTIONS. 

Wisdom is ... submissive  James 3:17 NIV 

 “open to reason” RSV   “it allows discussion”  TLB 

A fool thinks he needs no advice.   
A wise man listens to others.  Proverbs 12:15 TLB 

5.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T EMPHASIZE YOUR MISTAKES. 

Wisdom is ... full of mercy  James 3:17 NIV 

Love forgets mistakes; nagging about them parts the best of 
friends.  Proverbs 17:9 TLB 

6.  IF I'M WISE, I WON'T DISGUISE MY INTENTIONS. 

Wisdom is ... impartial and sincere  James 3:17 NIV 

 “straightforward and without hypocrisy” 

A good man is known by his truthfulness; a false man by deceit 
and lies.  Proverbs 12:17 TLB 

Jesus is the key that opens all the hidden treasures of God’s 
wisdom and knowledge.  Colossians 2:3 GNT
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REVIEW IT
Most of what we do in relationships is counter-productive. We need a lifestyle of wisdom to build great 
family relationships. Wisdom doesn’t eliminate the problems, but it does help to minimize them. There 
are six things wise people never do: 1) Wise people don’t compromise their integrity; 2) Wise people 
don’t antagonize another’s anger; 3) Wise people don’t minimize others’ feelings 4) Wise people don’t 
criticize others’ suggestions; 5) Wise people don’t emphasize others’ mistakes; and 6) Wise people 
don’t disguise their intentions.

Spend some time in the word: Read James chapter 3

TALK ABOUT IT
1. There is a lot to unpack in those two verses in James 3. What do you remember or what stood 

out to you in this message?

2. How many mistakes have you made in your lifetime? Would you want to keep track? How much 
of what we argue about really matters? — How can we let go of the mistakes of others? Is there 
someone you need to show mercy to this week?

3. How do you feel when someone contradicts you or condemns you without even listening to 
you? What can you do in your own life to keep from being contradictory or condemning?

4. Look over the box of what to set aside and what to pick up. Could you point to one of these and 
share a story of victory where you set one aside and picked up the other?

ACT ON IT
Let’s pull this out of the air and make it doable. Identify one person you need to show one of the six keys to 
peace this week. Share with the group the person and the one principle.

PRAY ABOUT IT

Ask how you can pray for a support one another this week and then close in prayer.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven 
is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial 

and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap 
a harvest of righteousness. 

James 3:17-18 (NIV)

Set aside Pick up
Compromise Integrity
Antagonize! Peace loving
Minimize! Considerate
Criticize! Allow Discussion
Emphasize! Merciful
Disguise! Impartial and Sincere
Myself! Christ


