
Identity Crisis: The Holy Spirit 
 
Stand Read John 14:15-29 Pray 
 
If there is one part of the Godhead that has always had some sort of Identity 
Crisis, it is the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Why? Because Satan knows that 
if he can keep the church confused on this it will keep us divided and powerless. 
Whenever the topic is brought up in many Christian circles it instantly becomes 
polarized into two camps that are so far apart that, just like eschatology, is 
deemed a “non-essential” and put aside on a shelf and left alone. This is a shame 
and shouldn’t be. The Holy Spirit is the part of the Godhead that lives inside you 
and is just as essential as your salvation as it is part of it. People are so afraid of 
being labeled a “Pentecostal” or a “non-charismatic” that they tread lightly on 
this subject and lose out on the dynamic power that God wants you to have in 
your relationship with Him.  
 
It was important to Paul as he was planting churches, so much so that he could 
tell when it was missing. 
 
Acts 19:1-7 
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through 
the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
 
So, they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
 
So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
 
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to 
the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus.” 
 



5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And 
when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all. 
 
So, you can see, we must believe that He is. 
 
Our five points today: 
 
The Holy Spirit is 
The Holy Spirit is Holy 
The Holy Spirit is Righteous 
The Holy Spirit is Love 
The Holy Spirit is Relatable 
 
There is so much confusion about the Holy Spirit. We have the holy spirit of 
Bethel/Jesus Culture crowd that rains down feathers and gold dust. We have the 
holy spirit of the prosperity movement that is a banking system more than a 
person.  
 
I could sit here and show you video after video of rock concert like venues with 
scenes of mass hysteria happening all under the guise of it being the work of the 
Holy Spirit. I spent a lot of years before I was a Christian in those types of 
environments and would be disappointed if this what life in the Spirit is equated 
too. 
 
We need to remember that the Holy Spirit is God, co-equal with the Father and 
the Son. He is not a force or an atmosphere. Not an it. He is God and has all the 
same attributes as God. 
 
Acts 5:1-4 
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 
And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and 
brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, 
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the 
price of the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after 
it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in 
your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 



 
Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 
 
1 Peter 1:1-2 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ 
 
1 John 5:6-8 
This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by 
water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness on 
earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. 
 
Now I am not here to do an apologetic on the Trinity. That is a whole study in 
itself. What I am saying is that we have an Identity Crisis in the church, and we 
need to represent the Holy Spirit the way He is and He is God.  
 
What is He like? We know He is Holy. (Explain Holy and Spirit) 
 
It is after all His name. He is not the cool or relevant spirit. He is not one of many.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he 
who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know 
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 



from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
2 Timothy 1:13-14 
13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which was committed to 
you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 
 
He is Holy and so we should be to, 
 
He is also Righteous 
 
John 16:5-15 
5 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; 
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send 
Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 
of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; 
and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what 
is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore 
I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 
 
The Holy Spirit’s job is to convict the world of righteousness. He is to lead people 
to Christ just like He did for you and me. But His work is not over He is to produce 
Fruit in our live as He is love! 
 
The Holy Spirit is Love 
 
Galatians 5:16-26 
 



16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And 
those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 
If(since) we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
The Holy Spirit wants to produce His fruit in your life! 
 
Why? Because He is Love and is relatable! 
 
He gives us Wisdom: 
 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom 
of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we 
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained 
before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had 
they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 
9 But as it is written: 
 
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 



10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man 
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of 
God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have 
been freely given to us by God. 
 
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but 
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the 
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no 
one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But 
we have the mind of Christ. 
 
He gives us Gifts: 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You 
know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you 
were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the 
Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually as He wills. 
 
These are still in effect today by the way as there is nothing in scripture to say 
otherwise. The idea that miracles were used to confirm the message of the gospel 



is ludicrous. What is stopping the next guys who can do miracles from coming in 
and sharing another gospel?  
 
It was the prophesies of the Messiah and the transformation of the Spirit in a 
person’s life that did it. Something that is still happening today! 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 
And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a 
light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:19-22 
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, 
Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the 
promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 
21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 
who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were 
among you for your sake. 
 
6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in 
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in 
Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your 
faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they 
themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for 
His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us 
from the wrath to come. 
 
The Holy Spirit can be Grieved 
 



Ephesians 4:29-31 
29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 
necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice. 
 
But do You Know Him? 
 
Acts 1:4-8 
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you 
have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they 
had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
John 3:1-16 
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.” 
 
3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 
4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
 
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear 



the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 
 
10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not 
know these things? 11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and 
testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 12 If I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in Him should [c]not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
Share with them how one gets saved and full of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Mike come up and we will pray. 
 
Communion Song 
 
Closing Song 


