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‘The People's Qur’an': Mamdani announces NYC Quran exhibit with book belonging
to revolutionary activist

According to the New York Public Library, the Quran is part of its collection retained
by the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

Socialist Mayor Zohran Mamdani announced Tuesday that one of the Qurans he
used to be sworn in as the city’s first Muslim leader will be kept on display at the
main branch of the New York Public Library.

In an X post, Mamdani wrote the Quran belonged to an 18th-century Black scholar
and revolutionary activist named Arturo Schomburg.

"When | swore in at midnight at the old City Hall subway station last week, | had the
honor of doing so on Arturo Schomburg’s 18th-century Qur'an,” said Mamdani.

He said that "this manuscript was copied in Ottoman Syria, and is written in black
ink with red highlighting the text's divisions — no ornate decoration, it belonged to
the everyday reader, and it now belongs to all New Yorkers as part of our City's next
chapter."

The new mayor shared a photo of the library display, which features slogans such as
"The People’s Qur’an" and "Making history at City Hall."

In addition to the book, the display features an image of Mamdani and his wife,
Rama Duwaiji, at his private New Year’s midnight oath-of-office ceremony, in which
he was sworn in by New York State Attorney General Letitia James. The display also
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features a close-up of the Quran with Mamdani’s hand on it as well as an image of
Schomburg.

According to the New York Public Library, the Quran is part of its collection retained
by the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.
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New York Mayor Mamdani Vows to Enact Democratic Socialist Agenda
Zohran Mamdani signed executive orders, including one establishing a deputy
mayor for economic justice.

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani quickly advanced his democratic socialist
agenda on Jan. 1, passing a series of executive orders and using his inauguration
speech to promote collectivism.

“We will replace the frigidity of rugged individualism with the warmth of
collectivism,” he said after a swearing-in ceremony in front of City Hall.

After speeches from fellow democratic socialists Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), Mamdani advocated universal childcare,
freezing rents, and making “buses fast and free.”

Hours into his new administration, Mamdani launched a series of changes, such as
establishing a deputy mayor for economic justice, a new Office to Combat
Antisemitism, and an advisory Commission on Universal After-School.

Other developments included a new Office of Community Hiring and Workforce
Development, designed to help prepare New Yorkers for “career success and
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economic security,” and multiple task forces aimed at catalyzing housing
development.

Mamdani, 34, beat out former Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who ran as an
independent, in the mayoral election last year amid intense scrutiny of his socialist
ideology. He’s replacing another Democrat, Eric Adams, who has criticized
socialism and stood in the crowd as Mamdani suggested the city had left residents
behind.

“| stand alongside countless more New Yorkers watching from cramped kitchens in
Flushing and barbershops in East New York, from cell phones propped against the
dashboards of parked taxi cabs at LaGuardia, from hospitals in Mott Haven and
libraries in EL Barrio that have too long known only neglect,” he said.

Boos could be heard from the audience after Mamdani mentioned Adams, who
ended his 4-year tenure. Adams was indicted in 2024 for alleged bribery, which he
has denied, and federal prosecutors later dropped the case under the Trump
administration. Despite calls for his resignation, Adams stayed in office and sought
reelection before dropping out of the race in late September.

One of Mamdani’s first executive orders rescinded executive orders Adams issued
on or after Sept. 26, 2024, the date of his indictment. During his speech on Jan. 1,
Mamdani positioned his administration as following in the footsteps of former Mayor
Bill de Blasio and his goal of ending inequality.

“l was elected as a democratic socialist, and | will govern as a democratic socialist,”
he said. “l will not abandon my principles for fear of being deemed radical.”

Mamdani has called for city-owned grocery stores, taxing the city’s most wealthy,
and “Trump-proofing NYC” by keeping U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

officers out of city facilities and increasing legal support for illegal immigrants.
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The Minnesota Fraud Scandal Is Just the Tip of the Iceberg

Growing national outrage over Minnesota's welfare fraud is justified, but not
because of where it took place or because it implicates members of any immigrant
community. It's much more than a "Minnesota" story.

The outrage is justified because Americans are finally getting a concrete look at
what happens when pushing public money out the door matters more than verifying
the eligibility of the recipients, confirming services were delivered, or, ultimately,
being a good steward of taxpayers' money.

Since 2022, investigators have uncovered a staggering amount of fraud, including
$250 million siphoned from pandemic-era child nutrition programs to a network of
individuals and shell companies, and have secured dozens of indictments with
more prosecutions underway. But it goes beyond that.
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Iran rights NGO says at least 45 protesters killed since start of movement
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Iranian security forces have killed at least 45 protesters, including eight minors, in a
crackdown on demonstrations that began in late December, the Norway-based
NGO Iran Human Rights said on Thursday.

The NGO said Wednesday was the bloodiest day of the now 12-day movement, with
13 protesters confirmed to have been killed. “The evidence shows that the scope of
crackdown is becoming more violent and more extensive every day,” said IHR

director Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam, adding hundreds more have been wounded

and over 2,000 arrested.

Media inside Iran and official statements have reported at least 21 people killed,
including security forces, since the protests began, according to an AFP tally
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White House Deputy Chief of Staff says the World must be governed by “Force”

Stephen Miller — once best known as the architect of the Trump administration’s
hardline immigration agenda — has emerged as a central figure shaping U.S. foreign
policy in the second Trump administration, unsettling diplomats, allies and
lawmakers alike.
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Long a controversial adviser in domestic policy, Miller’s role has expanded well
beyond immigration, positioning him as a key voice in strategic debates that would
once have been dominated by the State Department and Pentagon.

According to the NY Times, Miller recently made headlines for asserting that
Greenland “rightfully belonged” to the United States, a statement that underscores
his increasingly assertive and unconventional approach to international affairs.

Miller’s comments on Greenland reflect a dramatic escalation in rhetoric from a
senior White House official. In an interview, he questioned Denmark’s authority over
the Arctic territory and suggested that the U.S. could — and should — consider
options to acquire it, arguing that “nobody’s going to fight the United States
militarily” over Greenland’s future.
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The vast majority of Israelis are worried about declining US support for Israel, survey
finds

Four in ten Israelis said they expected support for Israel among younger American
Jews to decline.

The vast majority of Israelis — nearly eight in ten — say they are concerned about a
decline in support for Israel among the American public, according to a new survey.

The poll of 1,000 Jewish Israeli adults, conducted Dec. 11 by the Ruderman Family
Foundation, comes amid a notable decline in support for Israel across the American
political spectrum over the course of the war in Gaza.
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In September, a poll conducted by The New York Times and Siena University found
that, for the first time, American voters sympathized more with Palestinians than
Israelis. While support for Israel has long been a hallmark of the Republican party, a
June poll also found that sympathy for Israelis had dropped within the GOP over the
previous year.

Among younger Republicans, criticism of U.S. support for Israel has risen in the
wake of the Gaza war alongside a growth of antisemitic influence, raising alarm
among Jewish GOP leadership.
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Trumps Board Of Peace Reveal Is Coming Soon - Kings Without Kingdoms?

History has a way of repeating itself--not always in identical form, but often in eerily
familiar patterns. As reports emerge that President Donald Trump's administration is
preparing to unveil a sweeping international "Board of Peace," Christians would be
wise to pay close attention. Not with fear, not with sensationalism--but with
discernment. The pieces now being placed on the global chessboard bear striking
resemblance to patterns described long ago in the pages of Scripture.

According to U.S. and regional officials, the Trump administration plans to
announce the Board of Peace as early as next week, positioning it as a global body
not only to guide postwar Gaza but eventually to assist in resolving conflicts
worldwide.

Confirmed participants reportedly include Egypt, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates,
the United Kingdom, Italy, and Germany--already a powerful and geographically
diverse coalition. But perhaps most striking is the administration's consideration of
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filling remaining seats with the heads of major multinational institutions such as the
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Economic Forum.
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US said to pitch ‘Project Sunrise’— $112B plan to rebuild Gaza as luxury destination
Reported proposal drafted by top Trump officials Kushner and Witkoff to be
completed over 10 years; imagines ‘New Rafah’ as seat of government, Gaza City as
hi-tech ‘smart city’

A US proposal to rebuild war-torn Gaza into a high-tech, luxurious coastal
destination over the next two decades has been pitched to possible donor
countries, according to a report on Friday.

The project, which would cost $112 billion over the first 10 years, was developed by
a team led by US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner and Middle
East envoy Steve Witkoff over the past 45 days, the Wall Street Journal reported,
citing US officials.

Initially, the US would commit to “anchor” the program by providing $60 billion,
while envisioning Gaza being able to self-fund parts of the proposal as it gets
underway, according to the report.
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How much greenspace is envisioned in the city’s plan for Sunrise Mall?

With almost 100 acres of property to potentially redevelop with housing, retail,
entertainment, and office space, the Sunrise Tomorrow Specific Plan has envisioned
a variety of ways in which developers can incorporate open and green space
throughout the aging Sunrise Mall property.

Several detailed propositions exist within the development guide regarding open
spaces, incorporating both hardscape and greenery, with the goal of providing
spaces that facilitate community gathering opportunities such as concerts, farmer’s
markets, special events, and more.

“This is what the community wants, one of the five big ideas, which are the guiding
principles,” Citrus Heights Community Development Director Casey Kempenaar
said in an interview with The Sentinel regarding the Sunrise Tomorrow plan’s focus
on open and green space. “If you look at successful developments that are similar in
nature, they have green spaces that have multiple uses,” Kempenaar added.

https://sunrisetomorrow.com
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