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https://www.kcra.com/article/moderna-first-mrna-flu-vaccine-
fda-approval/73364300 
 
US Senate panel votes to hold top Covid expert Fauci in 
contempt 
 
A Republican-led US Senate committee on Thursday voted to 
hold the country’s former top infectious diseases oLicial 
Anthony Fauci in contempt of Congress, in an escalation of 
eLorts to blame him for potential Covid-19 pandemic 
missteps. 
 
On the advice of his lawyers, Fauci last week had invoked his 
constitutional right to stay silent to prevent self-incrimination 
under antagonistic questioning from Republican senators, as 
they probed him over unsubstantiated claims that the origins 
of the pandemic were covered up. 
 
The party-line vote advances the extraordinary eLort to 
prosecute the 85-year-old career government scientist, who 
spent decades as the nation’s top expert in infectious 
diseases. 
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fda-approval/73364300 
 
FDA approves first mRNA-based flu vaccine 
 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday 
approved the United States’ first mRNA-based flu vaccine for 
adults 50 and older, drugmaker Moderna said. 
 
"Flu remains a significant public health challenge, and 
mFLUSIVA provides an important new option for America's 
seniors," Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel said in a statement. 
"This approval also reflects the ongoing potential of our mRNA 
platform to help address important public health challenges 
through continued scientific innovation." 
 
The new vaccine was found to be about 27% more eLective 
during the 2024–25 respiratory virus season than standard flu 
shots in Moderna’s study, which enrolled over 40,000 adults 50 
and older. 
 
Side eLects included injection-site reactions such as pain, 
tenderness and swollen lymph nodes; fatigue; headache; 
muscle or joint pain; nausea or vomiting; and fever. 
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https://www.thefocalpoints.com/p/fda-approves-modernas-
first-ever 
 
FDA APPROVES MODERNA’S FIRST-EVER mRNA FLU SHOT 
DESPITE 75.3% ADVERSE REACTION RATE 
According to the FDA briefing document, severe systemic 
reactions were 4× MORE COMMON with the mRNA flu shot 
than with the traditional flu shot. 
 
In a dark day for MAHA, the FDA has approved Moderna’s 
mFLUSIVA for adults 50 and older, making it the first seasonal 
mRNA influenza injection authorized in the United States. 
Adults ages 50–64 received traditional approval, while adults 
65 and older received accelerated approval based largely on 
antibody responses. 
 
The FDA’s own briefing document reveals that 75.3% of senior 
mRNA-vaccine recipients experienced at least one solicited 
adverse reaction within seven days, compared with 49.3% of 
those receiving Fluzone High-Dose. 
 
Even more concerning, severe (Grade 3) systemic reactions 
occurred in 6.7% of mRNA recipients versus 1.7% with the 
traditional high-dose flu vaccine—nearly four times as 
frequently. 
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Even worse, the pivotal eLicacy trial contained no placebo 
group. Instead, Moderna compared mFLUSIVA against 
traditional flu vaccines. 
 
A novel mRNA injection produced adverse reactions in three 
out of four recipients, induced severe systemic reactions 
nearly four times as often as the traditional high-dose vaccine, 
lacked a placebo-controlled pivotal eLicacy trial, and the FDA 
approved it anyway. 
 
https://people.com/rising-track-and-field-star-dies-at-21-
12032461 
 
Rising Star of Track and Field Dies Suddenly at 21: ‘Truly Had 
the Most Beautiful Presence’ 
“Her magnetic smile and warm personality have left a 
permanent mark,” wrote Natasha Ward’s running club in a 
touching tribute 
 
https://www.disclose.tv/id/f2mt86zoju/ 
 
AstraZeneca holds talks with Bristol Myers Squibb over $400bn 
tie-up 
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While AstraZeneca CEO Sir Pascal Soriot is focused on a 
revenue target of $80 billion by 2030, he stated that merger 
activity is not essential for this goal. Both companies may face 
scrutiny, especially regarding competition laws due to their 
significant cancer divisions. 
 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y3j3ngevmo 
 
Artificial Intelligence used to design brand new viruses 
 
Artificial Intelligence has been used to design brand new 
viruses that are fully functional and can replicate in the 
laboratory, say US researchers. 
It is the first time whole genomes have been successfully 
designed by AI. 
The resulting 16 novel viruses were created to infect bacteria 
and pose no threat to people. 
The breakthrough has been labelled a "very significant turning 
point" in science that could unlock a new era for treating 
disease. But experts have also warned AI-designed viruses 
raise "urgent" safety and security concerns. 
AI tools are rapidly advancing and have already been used to 
design new antibiotics. 
But that is relatively simple compared with designing a new 
viable virus from scratch. 
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"This is a next step in the complexity that's designable by 
generative AI, this is the first time generative AI has been used 
to design a complete genome, it's something that can replicate 
and have other functions inside cells… this was new territory 
for us," Brian Hie, assistant professor at Stanford University, 
told the BBC. 
 
https://insiderpaper.com/4-billion-people-2200-earth-study/ 
 
Scientists say halving human population could ease pressure 
on Earth 
 
A gradual decline in the earth’s population to about 4 billion 
people by 2200 could reduce environmental damage and 
improve long-term living conditions, according to a newly 
published study. 
 
The research does not advocate removing people from the 
population or imposing limits on childbirth. Instead, its authors 
propose allowing the global population to decline naturally 
over several generations by expanding voluntary family-
planning services, improving educational opportunities and 
empowering women to decide whether and when to have 
children. 
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The paper, titled Achieve Sustainability by Easing Population to 
4 Billion by 2200, was published in the Wiley journal 
Sustainable Development. It was written by 11 researchers 
aLiliated with universities and research organizations in the 
United States, Greece, Australia, Canada, Kenya, Austria, 
Argentina, Bangladesh, China and India. 
 
Researchers examined eight measures of human impact 
 
The researchers studied global data covering the period from 
1970 to 2020. They compared changes in the human 
population with eight environmental indicators: 
 
Wildlife abundance, measured through the Living Planet Index 
Carbon dioxide emissions 
Total energy consumption 
Humanity’s ecological footprint 
Freshwater use 
Mineral extraction 
Plastic production 
Agricultural pesticide use 
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US has used 'virtually all' of its long-range precision missiles 
during Iran war 
 
The U.S. Army has burned through much of its stockpile of 
highly accurate long-range missiles during the five-month war 
with Iran, according to three people familiar with the data, 
raising concerns about readiness for future conflicts. 
 
The weapons are principally the Army's surface-to-surface 
systems, ATACMS and the newer Precision Strike Missiles, and 
two of the sources said the U.S. has used virtually all of them. 
At more than $1 million each, the munitions let commanders 
strike accurately from a safe distance. The drawdown means 
Trump may have to lean on riskier piloted bombing missions if 
he relaunches large-scale attacks. 
 
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/08/06/us-iran-war-hormuz-
trump-bessent-deal.html 
 
POLITICS & POLICY 
Iran’s Hormuz Strait plan reportedly blocks U.S., Israeli ships; 
U.S. rejects any ‘impediments’ 
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U.S. and Israeli ships would be blocked from transiting the 
Strait of Hormuz under the terms of a draft plan on how to 
manage the passage, Iranian state news outlet Fars reported. 
Iran plans to issue penalties of up to 20% of the value of the 
cargo of those who violate those terms, according to Fars. 
The U.S. appeared to quickly reject those terms, telling CNBC, 
“Any temporary routes will be without any impediment.” 
Iran earlier said a joint statement with Oman on arrangements 
for the Strait of Hormuz was in the final stages of review and 
drafting. 
 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/antisemitic-
assaults-in-britain-surged-by-82-in-first-six-months-of-2026-
report/?utm_source=toi_telegram_channel 
 
Antisemitic assaults in Britain surged by 82% in first six months 
of 2026 — report 
 
Antisemitic incidents in the United Kingdom rose 21 percent in 
the first six months of 2026 compared to the same period last 
year, reaching the second-highest total on record for the first 
half of a year, according to a new report by the Community 
Security Trust. 
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The organization recorded 1,926 anti-Jewish hate incidents 
between January and June, up from 1,598 during the first half of 
2025. The total comes out to an average of 321 monthly 
incidents, nearly double the figure from before October 7, 
2023. 
 
Physical attacks rose sharply, with 135 recorded antisemitic 
assaults, an 82% increase year-over-year. Incidents in schools 
jumped 59% to 178, while synagogue-related incidents surged 
by 31%, CST notes. 
 
https://jewishbreakingnews.com/israel-launches-project-
nexus-to-build-homegrown-quantum-platform-and-
accelerate-national-ai-push/ 
 
Israel Launches ‘Project Nexus’ to Build Homegrown Quantum 
Platform and Accelerate National AI Push 
 
Israel has launched an ambitious national eLort to develop a 
domestically based quantum computing platform while 
expanding its push into advanced artificial intelligence. 
 
The Finance Ministry’s Accountant General and the Prime 
Minister’s OLice National AI Directorate issued a tender for 
“Project Nexus,” which will establish and operate a national 
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platform providing quantum computing services from within 
Israel. The government says the project is intended to 
strengthen Israeli technological sovereignty, reduce 
dependence on foreign infrastructure and give local 
researchers and technology companies access to advanced 
computing capabilities. 
 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-startup-looks-to-
harness-ai-to-decode-the-language-of-the-
brain/?utm_source=toi_telegram_channel 
 
Israeli startup looks to harness AI to decode the ‘language’ of 
the brain 
Hemispheric says its AI model, trained on EEG data from 
100,000 people, can translate a brain’s electrical activity to 
diagnose conditions like PTSD, but tech yet to be proven, 
expert warns 
 
For over six years, the co-inventor of Apple’s FaceID 
recognition system and an Israeli-American computational 
neuroscientist pursued this question as their quest to build an 
artificial intelligence model, which they say promises to 
decode and understand the complex language of the brain. 
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https://allisraelnews.com/cyberwell-warns-of-antisemitic-
conspiracy-theories-tied-to-european-wildfires 
 
Antisemitic conspiracy theories blame Jews for European 
wildfires, monitor warns 
 
A new wave of antisemitic conspiracy theories is spreading 
across social media as devastating wildfires burn across 
Europe, with online users falsely accusing Jews of deliberately 
starting the blazes for financial and political gain, according to 
a report released on Monday by the NGO Cyberwell. 
 
The organization warned that the claims are part of what it 
described as a recurring pattern in which major disasters 
quickly become vehicles for spreading centuries-old 
antisemitic myths. 
 
The latest narratives have appeared in multiple languages and 
across several countries, blaming Jews for wildfires burning 
this summer in France, Spain, Norway, Greece, Holland, 
Germany and Italy. 
 
Cyberwell CEO and Founder Tal-Or Cohen Montemayor said 
that “the same scapegoating stories, once popular in Nazi 
propaganda during the Third Reich, now trend on every major 
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social media platform after a crisis. Any major event can 
become a vehicle for blaming Jews online.” 
 
https://insiderpaper.com/pope-leo-meets-european-youth-in-
assisi-visit/ 
 
Pope Leo meets European youth in Assisi visit 
 
Pope Leo XIV was cheered by thousands of young people 
Thursday before celebrating mass in the Italian city of Assisi, 
which celebrates this year the 800th anniversary of St Francis’ 
death. 
 
The US pontiL visited the Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels, 
built around the small chapel where Francis of Assisi founded 
his eponymous order in the 13th century. 
 
Thousands of people from across Europe taking part in a youth 
event in the city greeted the head of the Catholic Church upon 
his arrival in the square facing the church. 
 
“For centuries the Franciscans have fostered dialogue and 
encouraged peaceful coexistence among Catholics, Orthodox 
and Muslims,” Leo said as he answered a few selected 
questions from young people. 
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“Today, remaining faithful to this tradition of closeness means 
swimming against the current. 
 
 


