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Simple Christmas – Part 3							     
Managing Expectations

1. Expect surprises.
2. Adapt and adjust.
3. Give grace.

Luke 6:38 NIV
38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

4. Guard your emotions.

James 4:1-3 NIV
1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle 
within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, 
so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

Philippians 4:4-7 NIV
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

5. Budget everything.
6. Identify the main thing.


