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Acts 3—Emphasizing the Beautiful Gate  
And the Golden Gate As Symbols 

Pastor Emeritus Joe Fuiten, Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
 
We are back for our Wednesday night studies in apologetics (first, second, and fifth 

Wednesdays) and biblical places (third and fourth Wednesdays).  Before the summer break I did 
chapters one and two of Acts so we will be starting with Acts 3 for this new season.  Our method 
is to study the scripture but to do so with particular emphasis upon the places in which the text 
occurred.   

Acts 3:1-12 1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-- 
at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate 
called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  
 Which gate of the many in Jerusalem is the beautiful gate?  No one can say with certainty 
but I am of the opinion it was the door which led from the Court of the Gentiles to the Court of 
the Women.  Some have proposed that it was the Golden Gate.  That provides a good excuse to 
consider one of the most iconic gates in Jerusalem.  
 The Golden Gate is an impressive gate and the only visible entrance to the city of 
Jerusalem from the East. This oldest of all the gates to the city was the only one not rebuilt by 
Suleiman the Magnificent in AD 1539-42. Monolithic stones in the wall just above ground have 
been identified as 6th Century BC masonry from the time of Nehemiah, (Biblical Archaeological 
Review [BAR], Mar/Apr 1992, p40).  

The gate certainly is important to Christians who believe it was the gate Jesus went 
through into the Temple and will be the one he comes through when he returns to the earth.  
Because of that, it was closed by the Muslims in 810 to prevent the Messiah from using it. 

The Golden Gate has also been of interest to all the major groups because of its 
relationship to the Last Judgment.  In the Bible, judgements were often given at the city gate as 
in Genesis 19:1 and 23:10.   Since the Bible says Jesus will return to the Mount of Olives and 
then will enter Jerusalem logic would say he would enter through the only gate facing East and 
render his judgement. 
 The gate may have gotten its name from an ancient translation effort.  "In the earliest 
Greek New Testament, the word for 'beautiful' is oraia. When Jerome translated the New 
Testament into Latin in the 4th Century he changed the Greek oraia into the similar sounding 
Latin aurea, rather than to the Latin word for 'beautiful.' So the Latin Vulgate text read 'Golden 
Gate' instead of 'Beautiful Gate.'" (BAR, Jan/Feb 1983, p.27). 
 Excavations by Charles Warren in 1867 found the eastern wall continues down a 
considerable distance.  A cave-in a century later in 1969 revealed the top of another gate below 
the current Eastern or Golden Gate.  Archaeologist James Fleming was investigating the Eastern 
wall of the Temple where a Muslim cemetery has long been located. It had rained heavily the 
night before and the ground remained soggy the next day. As he investigated the area 
immediately in front of the Golden Gate, the ground beneath his feet gave way and he dropped 
into a hole about eight feet deep. Fleming found himself "knee-deep in bones" and became 
suddenly aware he had fallen into a mass burial site. To him, the most amazing aspect of this 
incident was his clear view of five large wedge-shaped stones set into a massive arch. It appeared 
he had discovered an ancient gate under the present Golden Gate:  "Then I noticed with 
astonishment that on the eastern face of the turret wall, directly beneath the Golden Gate itself, 
were five wedge-shaped stones neatly set in a massive arch spanning the turret wall. Here were 
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the remains of an earlier gate to Jerusalem, below the Golden Gate, one that apparently had never 
been fully documented." (BAR, Jan./Feb. 1983, p30)  Of course, the Muslims immediately 
covered the chamber with concrete and fenced the area.   

Josephus in Wars V, 184-189, said the Eastern temple enclosure wall was the only one 
not rebuilt by Herod the Great. That means the ancient gate beneath the Golden Gate may go all 
the way back to the time of Nehemiah or even Solomon.  If that ancient gate goes back to Roman 
times or beyond it supports Asher Kaufman's view that the First and Second Temples were 
located North of the Dome of the Rock  putting the flat stone of the Dome of the Spirit and 
Tablets where the Ark of the Covenant may have rested.  "Moreover, it now seems clear that 
before the Golden Gate was constructed, the entrance to the Temple Mount from outside the city 
was in exactly the same location. Recently, part of an arch was discovered directly beneath the 
Golden Gate. This partial arch definitely belongs to an older gate, a gate that many date even to 
Solomonic times." (Asher Kaufman, BAR, March/April 1983, p. 45). 

On the maps I show a West to East line that runs from the church of the Holy Sepulcher, 
through the Dome of the Spirit and the Tablets, through the Eastern Gate, and up to the place of 
the Ascension on the Mount of Olives. 

All of the above about the Golden Gate is interesting but I don’t believe it was the gate 
called beautiful.  I think the beautiful gate was associated more directly with the Temple.   

The temple in Jesus’ day was stunning.  Had it lasted more than a few decades it surely 
would have been acknowledged as one of the wonders of the ancient world.  The temple was 150 
feet tall.  The Colossus of Rhodes was 110 feet.  The temple and related buildings and courtyards 
was on a 40 acre platform in Jerusalem.   

Beyond the Court of the Gentiles stood the incredible 60 foot wide, 75 foot tall, “Gate 
Beautiful.”  It was also sometimes called the “Gate Susan” because it had a sculpted relief of the 
city of Susa.  At the times of the morning and evening sacrifices, this entrance was the place of 
worship for the people of God.  It was one of three gates on the eastern side of the temple, each 
one perfectly lined up with the next so a person could stand on a particular spot on the Mount of 
Olives and look into the Holy Place. The Eastern Gate was lined up with the “Beautiful Gate” 
but the Beautiful Gate was the Nicanor Gate, also called the Corinthian Gate, inside the actual 
Temple complex according to Josephus and the Mishnah (Josephus, Wars 5.201-206; Middoth 
1.4).  

By contrast the doors from the Old Roman Senate are now on St. John Lateran in Rome.  
Those doors are 15 by 29 feet.  So the Beautiful gate was four times wider and two and a half 
times taller.  It was beautiful and majestic.  This was the place where the crippled man was 
regularly placed over a 40 year period.  It was to this gate where they all converged in our text.   

These gates can also be viewed as symbols.  St. John’s door is a symbol that Roman 
Catholic Church Power exceeds Roman Empire power.  The beautiful gate symbolizes that God 
is the greatest power.  The miracle of the beggar at that gate symbolizes that Jesus is the one to 
be glorified and is greater than what the gate glorifies. 

As a digression, the migrants at our southern border symbolize the view that America is 
not a racist nation.  Our clumsy exit from Afghanistan symbolizes defeat when in fact America 
defeated Jihadists and sent a message that we will not accept being attacked.  The mismanaged 
exit detracted from the larger message because America itself lost focus on what it was trying to 
do.  Symbols do matter because they communicate a reality.  That is what the context of our text 
communicates.  
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1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-- at three in 
the afternoon. 2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he 
saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as 
did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 
something from them. 6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped 
him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and 
began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and 
praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him 
as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

Peter and John were attending the evening service. Outside the Temple, evening prayers 
could lawfully be said any time after 12:30, according to the Rabbis.1  Inside the Temple, the 
service began at 2:30 with the slaying of the lamb.  At 3:30 the priests would lay the lamb upon 
the altar.  It would be accompanied by the offering of incense and prayers.  That service would 
go on until about four in the afternoon.  If they came for the time of prayer, it would actually be 
around 3:30, but they were there early. 

We should pay attention to the time, the only time which is given emphasis in Acts.  
Later in the story of Cornelius we will see this time figure prominently in that story. 

The evening service has a long history in God’s work.  I like the evening services.  
Wednesday night gives us the chance to go into some depth for those who like to get to the 
bottom of something.  Good things happen at the evening service as it did on this day long ago. 

A crippled person could take advantage of the Jewish emphasis on ministry to the poor 
by showing up at the most religious place.  In Judaism at the time, the most important act of the 
righteous life was to give alms to the poor.  To be at the Temple was to be at the holiest place.  A 
person was more inclined to give to the poor at the Temple than any other place.  Being crippled 
doesn’t mean you don’t know how to position yourself in the best possible location.   

Peter and John didn’t have any money to give.  They had something else, better than 
money.  It is good to give a needy person money.  It is better to allow them to take care of 
themselves. 

Timing is critical.  Peter and John had walked by this man scores of times.  The disciples 
were regular attenders and so was this beggar.  This was a routine that had been going on for 
years.  Jesus himself had, almost certainly, walked by him.  Why this day and not one of those 
other days?  The why questions usually are not profitably pursued.  Let them go.  In this case, 
Peter and John were led by the Lord.  The Holy Spirit was at work, showing them it was an 
opportunity to act. 

It is nice when people who have received something from God give him praise.  We 
pray for our families, and when they turn out good, we congratulate ourselves.  We ask God to 
bless our work, then when we succeed, we call ourselves self-made people and do a seminar on 
our success.  We pray for healing of our diseases and when we get better we think nothing of it.  
When I see these athletes kneel in the end-zone for a fraction of a second, I wonder, are they 
really praying?  What are they saying?  It doesn’t really matter because the bended knee says it 
all.  It is an acknowledgement of God.  It’s not as if one person is more eloquent than another or 
                                                           
1Information on the prayer service comes from Edersheim, Alfred, The Temple, Its Ministries and Services, (Grand 
Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1986) page 144. 
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does more.  Everybody has their role to play, their place to fill.  We need everybody.  If you have 
something today, or if you are “somebody,” give thanks to the Lord and don’t be ashamed to 
praise him.   

This beggar shows some gratitude.  He is leaping and walking and praising God.  He is 
thankful and rightly so.  His thanksgiving is what makes the difference.  It was not the miracle 
itself that drew the attention.  It was his attitude of thanksgiving.  I like that chorus, “Look what 
the Lord has done.”  It says he healed my body, he touched my mind, he saved me, just in time…  
What a great testimony in song.  I wonder how many of us would be dead or in an institution by 
now if the Lord hadn’t saved us.  Isn’t that something to praise God for? 
 Preaching the Gospel followed on the heels of Praise.  “11 While the beggar held on to 
Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called 
Solomon's Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this 
surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this 
man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he 
had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 
dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and 
know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this 
complete healing to him, as you can all see. 17 "Now, brothers, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your 
sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send 
the Christ, who has been appointed for you-- even Jesus. 21 He must remain in heaven until the 
time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 
(NIV) 
 Solomon’s Colonnade was the covered area around the temple courts.  Within its shaded 
area people often gathered to talk and to hear teachers.  The Temple was for ceremonial 
activities.  The colonnade served as a meeting place much like our sanctuary. 

People are always looking for the one breakthrough event or thing that will change 
everything.  They have a magical view of life.  They are always looking for that one great prayer, 
one great business deal, or one incredible investment to make all the difference.  It doesn’t 
happen that way.  When the dust had all settled after this event, there were a few more souls in 
the kingdom, and good had been done.  The Gospel did get preached, but even a great miracle 
such as this did not instantly change the world. 

Think how difficult it is when people invest their whole life in something that disappears 
in the end.  They built churches and disciple people when suddenly a war breaks out and all is 
lost including the people.  It’s a long march until we get home and we have to keep on going, 
leaving the results with God.  Probably some of you have labored in churches that no longer 
exist.  You gave lots to the work, but it is all gone.  Remember this.  It is not all gone.  Every 
good deed you have ever done; every dollar you have ever given; every prayer you have ever 
prayed remain before the throne of God and will have their reward. 

Healing of diseases was part of the ministry of Jesus as well as the disciples.  Jehovah 
Rapha means “The Lord your healer.”  He is still in that business today.  If you need healing in 
your body, we will believe God and pray for you.  We will believe God for a miracle and we 
won’t stop praying until you are either dead or well, one or the other. 
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Please notice that neither the disciple’s power nor godliness was the key to the healing.  
The disciples saw the healing as the Father glorifying the ministry of Jesus.  We sometimes think 
that if we become extremely holy we can somehow save a parent or child from some difficulty.  
If they are not healed we believe we have failed or were not good enough to merit the blessing of 
God.  This cannot be true.  Jesus does the healing.  Jesus gets the glory. 

By the same token, God’s story needs to be told by each of us.  You have a personal 
testimony that you should tell.  You can tell other people’s story as well.  When you hear of 
something that God has done that is outstanding, make it a habit to tell people about it.  
When a great gift is received for the church, tell someone.  When someone is saved or healed tell 
someone.  When a miracle happens tell two people.  It is how the good news spreads. 

The Gospel that was preached was rather simple.  They had handed Jesus over to be 
killed but God raised him from the dead.  They were guilty but God was triumphant.  In verse 18 
the preacher appeals to fulfilled prophecy.  “But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.” Not only did he speak of prophecy 
fulfilled, but in verse 21 he describes what must yet take place. “He must remain in heaven until 
the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy 
prophets.”   

Having preached the Gospel, Peter gave the altar call. “Repent, then, and turn to God, so 
that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he 
may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-- even Jesus.”   

Among other things, Jesus was the Prophet.  22 For Moses said, 'The Lord your God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to 
everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from 
among his people.' 24 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have 
foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with 
your fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.' 
26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you 
from your wicked ways."  
 Again, Peter takes a prophetic turn.  In this case he shows us that Jesus was prophetic just 
as Moses had been a prophet.  What Jesus did was absolutely unique.  It was necessary for the 
Jewish people to respond to Jesus.  Judaism as a system of salvation was dead.  No less a 
personage than Moses, the receiver of the law, now says (in verse 23) “’Anyone who does not 
listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.'”  
 These Jewish listeners at the temple needed to see that Jesus was the one that was 
foretold by “all the prophets from Samuel on.”  Peter’s message to them was not discontinuity.  
They were heirs of the “covenant God made with your fathers.”  Peter makes it clear that Jesus 
was the means by which Abraham’s blessing was to go into the world.  “He said to Abraham, 
'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.'”  The blessing would come 
through Jesus. 
 At this very early stage in Christianity, the message was already being widened to include 
the Gentiles.  Peter said in verse 26 “When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to 
bless you…” The Jews were hearing the Gospel first.  Later in Acts, Luke will show us that the 
Gospel was also to the Samaritans and the Gentiles.  His means will be to show that the same 
Holy Spirit who came upon the disciples had also come upon the Samaritans and Gentiles.  Here 
we have only a brief introductory allusion to that when he speaks of the Gospel coming “first” to 
you, the Jews. 
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