Building Itself Up in Love

Ephesians 4:11-16 (p. 1161)

Review:

- The New Testament identifies

two offices for the church: Elders & Deacons

An elder is a qualified man recognized by
the congregation to lead the church through teaching
the Word, praying, and overseeing its overall affairs.

A deacon is a servant-leader called to handle the
practical, material, and logistical needs of the church so
that the elders/pastors are freed to focus on prayer and
the ministry of the Word.

- Biblical church structure:
Elder-led congregationalism.

3 Responsibilities for Elders:
1. Preach the Word.
2. Lead the church.
3. Equip the saints for the work of ministry.

3 Responsibilities for Deacons:
1. Facilitate physical needs.
2. Guard the unity of the church.
3. Prioritize the Word of God.

3 Responsibilities for members:
1. Submit to their leaders.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
(Hebrews 13:17)

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5)

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among
you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and
to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves. (1 Thess 5:12-13)

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17)

2. Guard the church’s doctrine. (Galatians 1:1-10)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel—not that there is another one...

3. Protect the church’s membership. (1 Cor 5:1-5)
Let him who has done this be removed from among you. ...
When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you
are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me,
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of
you. For such a one, this punishment by the majority is
enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort

him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.
(2 Cor 2:5-11)

What is the work of ministry?
“One another” passages...

= Unity.

= Love.

=> Humility.
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3 Responsibilities for Elders:
1. Preach the Word.
2. Lead the church.
3. Equip the saints for the work of ministry.

3 Responsibilities for Deacons:
1. Facilitate physical needs.
2. Guard the unity of the church.
3. Prioritize the Word of God.

3 Responsibilities for members:
1. Submit to their leaders.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
(Hebrews 13:17)

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5)

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among
you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and
to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves. (1 Thess 5:12-13)

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17)

2. Guard the church’s doctrine. (Galatians 1:1-10)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel—not that there is another one...

3. Protect the church’s membership. (1 Cor 5:1-5)
Let him who has done this be removed from among you. ...
When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you
are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me,
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of
you. For such a one, this punishment by the majority is
enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort

him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.
(2 Cor 2:5-11)

What is the work of ministry?
“One another” passages...

= Unity.

= Love.

=> Humility.



Building Itself Up in Love
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2. Lead the church.
3. Equip the saints for the work of ministry.

3 Responsibilities for Deacons:
1. Facilitate physical needs.
2. Guard the unity of the church.
3. Prioritize the Word of God.

3 Responsibilities for members:
1. Submit to their leaders.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
(Hebrews 13:17)

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5)

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among
you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and
to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves. (1 Thess 5:12-13)

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17)

2. Guard the church’s doctrine. (Galatians 1:1-10)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel—not that there is another one...

3. Protect the church’s membership. (1 Cor 5:1-5)
Let him who has done this be removed from among you. ...
When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you
are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me,
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of
you. For such a one, this punishment by the majority is
enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort

him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.
(2 Cor 2:5-11)

What is the work of ministry?
“One another” passages...

= Unity.

= Love.

=> Humility.
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