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Introduction 

 

A. In these verses we see what motivated Paul: God, grace, and the gospel. 

B. Big Idea: We should passionately proclaim the gospel because it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes. 

 

I. There Is a Proclamation Required by the Gospel (1:14-15) 

 

A. “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish.” 

B. Paul was “under obligation.” He had a divine call that set him apart as the apostle 
to the Gentiles. Paul did not have a dream for his life; he had a call on his life. 

C. God called Paul to proclaim the gospel to people who spoke Greek and adopted 
Greek culture (“to Greeks,” “to the wise”) as well as to people who were unfamiliar 
with the Greek language and culture (“to barbarians,” “to the foolish”). 

D. “In this way, for my part, I am eager to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in 
Rome.” 

E. The gospel is the good news of what God has done in Christ to save sinners. It must 
be proclaimed, spoken, and shared with unbelievers. 

F. “Preach the gospel at all times, and if necessary use words” (wrongly attributed to 
St. Francis of Assisi). The gospel, however, is a verbal message and cannot be 
communicated through actions alone. 

G. Ezekiel 33:7-9; Matthew 28:18-20 

H. Brothers and sisters, we must learn to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



 

II. There Is a Passion Inspired by the Gospel (1:15-16a) 

 

A. “In this way, for my part, I am eager to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in 
Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 

B. As Paul had proclaimed the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles throughout the Roman 
Empire, so now he wanted to proclaim the gospel to the people in Rome also. 

C. He was “eager” or passionate to proclaim the gospel in Rome. Rome was the 
capital city of the Roman Empire. 

D. Rome was an intimidating city known for its imperial majesty, military might, 
material magnificence, and extreme corruption. Seneca, a Roman statesman, called 
Rome a “cesspool of iniquity.” 

E. Paul passionately wanted to get to Rome and proclaim the gospel. If he were alive 
today, he would want to proclaim the gospel in Tokyo, Moscow, Paris, London, Rio de 
Janeiro, New York, Los Angeles. 

F. Paul was “not ashamed of the gospel.” Notice the word “for” in verses 16-18. 

G. “Ashamed” is a Greek present tense verb meaning a habitual disposition. It carries 
the idea of being embarrassed by something that has been done. 

H. Paul’s point in verse 16 is that he was not at all ashamed of the truths of the gospel. 

I. “Despite the various adversities that came his way either from the unbelieving Jews 
or pagan Gentiles in his preaching of the gospel, and despite what they thought about 
it, he was completely confident in the gospel” (Rob Ventura). 

J. The gospel is “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith.” 

K. We too need to be prepared to bear the reproach of the cross. 

L. “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved, it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). 

 

III. There Is a Power Associated with the Gospel (1:16b) 

 



A. The gospel is powerful in its sufficiency. (“for salvation”) 

 

1. Satan has many different false gospels circulating around all of the time. 

2. Today there is the social justice gospel, the prosperity gospel, the self-esteem 
gospel, and the all paths lead to God gospel. 

3. Each of these so-called gospels is wrong about our greatest need. 

4. Our greatest need is salvation. Why is that everyone’s greatest need? Because God 
is holy and righteous. And we are not. The Bible says we are morally corrupt and guilty 
and condemned. 

5. “If God is good, what will He do with those of us who are not? What will a good and 
righteous God do with human beings who are self-centered, inclined to evil, and 
disobedient? If the Judge of all the earth deals with us on the basis of justice, 
shouldn’t He condemn us all?” (Paul Washer) 6. “These questions lead us to the 
greatest of all religious and philosophical dilemmas: How can God be just, yet pardon 
those who should justly be condemned? How can God be holy, yet befriend those who 
are evil?” (Paul Washer) 7. “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the 
righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to Yahweh” (Proverbs 17:15). So how 
can God justify sinners like us and still be just (Romans 3:26)? 

8. “The answer to the greatest of all dilemmas can be found only in the gospel. In 
justice, God condemned humanity and demanded complete satisfaction for our 
crimes against Him. In love, God took humanity upon Himself, bore our sin, suffered 
the penalty we deserve, and died in our place. The same God whose justice demanded 
satisfaction for our sin made satisfaction by offering Himself in our place” (Paul 
Washer). 

9. The gospel delivers sinners from the wrath of God and from their sins. 

10. “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” 
(John 3:18). 

11. “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). 

12. Salvation is found only in Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

 

B. The gospel is powerful in its universality. (“to everyone…to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek”) 



 

1. The gospel is to be proclaimed to all people without distinction. 

2. “Why is this a gospel for everyone? The answer is, because it is God’s power. If it 
were not God’s power then it would not be for anyone….The Gentiles who did not have 
the law were complete failures. The Jews who did have the law are equal failures. No 
man can save himself either with or without the law” (Martyn Lloyd-Jones). 

3. “To the Jew first.” Paul was referring to the matter chronologically. Jesus said: 
“Salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22). Jesus is the Jewish Savior. The Israelites had 
received God’s special revelation before other peoples. 

4. Paul also implied that the Jews needed a Savior. Some people mistakenly believe 
the gospel is only for Gentiles. Paul made it clear that the Jews also needed the 
Savior. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

5. “And also to the Greek.” “Remember that you were at that time without Christ, 
alienated from the citizenship of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). 

6. No one is to be excluded from hearing the gospel. 

 

C. The gospel is powerful in its simplicity. (“who believes”) 

 

1. “Faith is more than a belief in the existence of God; it involves a trust, confidence, 
or reliance upon His character and the truthfulness of His word” (Paul Washer). 

2. Saving faith is not just knowing and agreeing that Jesus lived, died, was buried and 
rose again on the third day. 

3. Biblical faith is “a total, unreserved, and unshakable trust in the finished work of 
Christ alone for salvation, who died on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins” (Rob 
Ventura). 

4. We do not trust in ourselves, our works, our good deeds, our baptism, or our church 
membership. 

5. We are to trust only in the finished work of Jesus Christ for our salvation. 

6. “Question 21: What is faith? Answer: It is not only a knowledge, in which I accept 
everything as true that God has revealed to us in His Word; but is also an assured trust 
kindled in my heart by the Holy Spirit through the gospel, in which I rest in God 
assured that forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness, and life is given not only 



to others, but also to me—and that this is given freely by the mercy of God because of 
the merits of Christ alone” (The Baptist Catechism). 

7. No one can work, worship, or will his way to God. 

8. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

Conclusion 

 

A. “For to me, to live is _______________.” How do you complete that sentence? 

B. “And to die is _______________.” How do you complete that sentence? 

C. Christian, are you chasing after sticks or are you truly living for Christ? 

D. Unbeliever, repent and believe the gospel. 

E. The Gospel Definition 


