GOING WITH THE GOSPEL

“The Mission

That Defines the Church”
Matthew 28:16-20




*But the eleven disciples proceeded to
Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had
designated. "And when they saw Him, they
worshiped Him; but some doubted. *And
Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying,
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. °Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, ?teaching them to keep all that |
commanded you; and behold, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20

Big Idea

Because all authority belongs to the risen
Christ, He commands His church to make
disciples of all nations through the means He
has appointed, with the assurance of His
abiding presence.
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e The disciples are now eleven—a reminder of
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e They are called disciples—followers who
submit their lives to Christ.

e Their defining response: obedience.

e They go, even without full understanding
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l. The King Gathers His People
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e Christ directs them to the mountain—this
moment is not accidental

e The church is:

o Gathered by Christ
o Led by Christ

o Positioned by Christ
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'"And when they saw Him, they worshiped
Him; but some doubted.
Matthew 28:17
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e The disciples see the risen Christ and
worship Him

e Yet at the same time, some doubt
e Worship and weakness exist together

e This is not hardened unbelief, but a struggle
to comprehend
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e A true picture of the believer:
o Faith is real
o Yet not fully perfected
o Real faith is worship that persists even in
weakness

e Christ does not reject them—He moves
toward them
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BAnd Jesus came up and spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.
Matthew 28:18
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e “All authority in heaven and on earth has
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e Christ rules over all things
¢ He possesses both:

o The power to rule
o The right to rule
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e This authority is revealed through His
finished work

e The cross was not His defeat—it was His
coronation

e Because of his authority:
o We must submit to Him as Lord
o We can trust His sovereign rule
o We go with confidence under His authority
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
*teaching them to keep all that | commanded
you; and behold, | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20
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IV. The King Gives His Mission
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The Command:
Make disciples

e Not merely decisions or professions

e But lives shaped by following and obeying
Christ
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The Scope:
All nations

e God is gathering a people from every tribe
and language
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The Means:

e Baptizing
(identification with Christ and His church)

e Teaching
(obedience to all Christ commanded)
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IV. The King Gives His Mission
(vv.19-20a)

Discipleship is:

e Evangelism
e Commitment
e Ongoing growth in obedience

e The mission is not optional—it defines the
church
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2teaching them to keep all that | commanded
you; and behold, | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20
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e “| am with you always”

e Christ Himself is present with His people

e His presence is:
o Personal
o Constant
o Enduring
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V. The King Promises
His Presence (v.20b)

e It continues:

o In every circumstance
o Until the end of the age

o The mission does not depend on our
strength, but on His presence
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Conclusion

e The risen Christ has:
o All authority
o Given a clear mission
o Promised His presence
o The question is not what this passage
means, but whether we will submit and obey
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Conclusion

e We are called to:
o Go
o Make disciples
o Live under His authority
o The King who commands us is the King who
is with us




The gospel is the good news that the
just and gracious God of the universe
looked upon hopelessly sinful people
and sent His only Son, Jesus Christ,

God in human flesh, to bear His wrath

against sin on the cross and to show
His power over sin in the resurrection
so that everyone who turns from their
sin (repentance) and believes in Him
(faith) will be reconciled to God
forever.




