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Welcome to honored guests and St. Paul’s family alike!

In our service we gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship
and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God's
holy and powerful Word, and through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Restrooms and a drinking fountain are located on the right in the hallway
outside the sanctuary.

We have personal hearing devices. If you need one, please let an usher
know before the service.

Our worship is designed for your whole family. Find children’s busy bags, a
book that teaches young children about worship, children’s bulletins, and
children’s worship note sheets on the cart near the central sanctuary doors.

God loves the sound of children in worship, and so do we! If you need to
step out of worship for a moment, we have a family room located through
the door in the back of the fellowship hall. The facility includes a TV, a
window, and speakers so that you can still follow along with the worship
service.

If you do not have a church home, we would love to talk with you about how
we can serve you with the Gospel and make here your home!

Today’s service begins on page 4
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Our Easter worship series | What makes Christians different

The Bible says Christians are different. Christians are people who believe in Jesus as
their Savior. But they often look the same as those who do not believe in Jesus.
How are Christians different? The answer is often something internal, attitudes or
perspectives that come only from the work of the Holy Spirit in Word and
sacrament. Ultimately, Christians are people who run to Christ for forgiveness
because they have failed to live perfect lives. As we receive the mercy of Christ, it
moves us to strive with all our being to do all the things that Jesus says Christians
do, things that make Christians different.

Today’s worship theme | Christians trust God to provide

The hardest times to trust God are the times we need him most. It's easier to trust
God when your job is going great, your health is fine, your relationships are fine,
and your family is good. It's easier to trust God when the sun is shining, but what
happens when your life is suddenly overshadowed by dark days.

When tragedy strikes, we may wonder if God continues to care for us. At those
times, Christians do not despair like those who have no hope. Instead, Christians
focus on certain foundational facts. We are chosen and adopted as God's dear
children. God provides us innumerable spiritual blessings and promises us an
eternity of peace and joy. If we recognize those spiritual blessings, how can we
doubt that God will give us everything we truly need at the right time? Christians
trust God to provide.

Our prayer before worship | to trust more firmly in God to provide

Lord God, all things we have come from you and belong to you. Guide us,
therefore, to use all we have to the glory of your name and for the good of
your kingdom. Give us the rest that comes alone from you; take our hearts
and fill them with your love; take our lips and move them to speak Jesus’
name; take our lives and use them to serve in your Church. Move us, by the
Spirit of Jesus, to do what is needed to spread the gospel of Jesus worldwide
for his name’s sake. Amen.
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Alleluia! Let Praises Ring CW 4815sts. 1-3
For creating, redeeming, and bringing us to new life, what response could we have than “Alleluia!”’?
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spread the sto - ry of our God, the Lord of glo - ry
his be-friend-ing gives us joy and peace un-end - ing.
there is man-na and an end - less, glad ho-san - na.
Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain
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Invocation

P(residing minister) | In the name of the Father, and of the Son -, and of the Holy Spirit.
C(ongregation) | Amen.

Confession

P | Dear Friends in Christ, the Bible says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:8-9). Therefore, as we
gather together for worship in the presence of God, together we pray, humbly confessing
our sins and asking for his forgiveness.

C | O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness,
come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is
righteous before you. Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. Do not hide your
face from me, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to
you I lift up my soul. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.

(from various Psalms)

Brief silence for meditation

P | We confess:

C | Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that
I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not
loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed
by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. I humbly ask for your
forgiveness.
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Lord, to You | Make Confession CW 653 st. 1
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P | Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death
paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?
C | Yes, I believe.

Lord, to You | Make Confession CW 653 st. 4
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P | Because of the promise of our Savior, Jesus, I forgive all your sins. Be assured that you
are a redeemed child of God, bought with the blood of Jesus Christ. “The blood of Jesus
purifies us from all our sins” (I John 1:7). With your sins forgiven, know that you are an
heir of eternal life. We pray together:

C | O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for
the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him you have
rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help
me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and
those around me with love and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

Alleluia! Let Praises Ring CW 481st. 4
We praise our triune God for providing forgiveness and trust that he will continue to give us all we need.
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Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain
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The Word

Salutation

P | The Lord be with you.
C | And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P | Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we
to pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and
giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits
and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C | Amen.

First Reading 1Kings 17:1-6
In dark times with a wicked king, the Lord provided food for his faithful prophet.

Elijah Stops the Rain

'Elijah from Tishbe, one of the settlers in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As surely as the LORD
lives, the God of Israel before whom I stand, there will be no dew or rain during the
coming years, except at my word.”

*Then the word of the LORD came to him: 3“Leave this place and turn east. Hide
yourself by the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. “You will drink from the stream, and I
will command the ravens to provide for you there.”

5So Elijah went and did just as the LORD had said. He lived in the Kerith Ravine, east of
the Jordan. °The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and in the evening,
and he drank from the stream.

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day | We Thank You, LORD, for You Are Good Psalm 136C
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Text: John G. Dunn

Tune: Severus Gastorius

Text: ©1985 John G. Dunn. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833
Tune: Public domain
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-10
God provided for our eternal needs by choosing us to be his beloved children.

Spiritual Blessings in Christ

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

4He did this when he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, so that we
would be holy and blameless in his sight. In love She predestined us to be adopted as his
sons through Jesus Christ. He did this in accordance with the good purpose of his will,
®and for the praise of his glorious grace, which he has graciously given us in the one he
loves.

7In him we also have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in keeping
with the riches of his grace, ®which he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight. °He made
known to us the mystery of his will in keeping with his good purpose, which he planned in
Christ. This was to be carried out when the time had fully come, in order to bring all
things together in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth.

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.

dljferent asa
.Christian in
 this world?

Page |10



Gospel Acclamation Romans 8:32

P | Alleluia! He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus graciously provides for the needs of a great multitude.

Jesus Feeds More Than Five Thousand

BWhen Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place to be
alone. When the crowds heard this, they followed him on foot from the towns.

“When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. He had compassion on them
and healed their sick. "When evening came, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place and the hour is already late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go into
the villages and buy food for themselves.”

1“But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to
eat.”

"They told him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”

8“Bring them here to me,” he replied. “Then he instructed the people to sit down on
the grass. He took the five loaves and the two fish. After looking up to heaven, he blessed
them. He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples. The disciples gave the food to
the people. *°They all ate and were filled. They picked up twelve basketfuls of what was
left over from the broken pieces. *Those who ate were about five thousand men, not even
counting women and children.

P | The Gospel of the Lord.
C | Praise be to you, O Christ!
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All Praise to God Who Reigns Above CW 603

We marvel at God’s creation, preservation, compassion, protection, and so we confess his holy name.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon 1Kings 17:1-6

Rain, Ravens, and the Kerith Ravine

Questions to consider during the sermon:
= Compare and contrast the two men standing here.
*  Why was this particular judgment so fitting?
* How did God reveal himself through hiddenness (both for Elijah and for us)?
= Explain the powerful promise that God gave Elijah during this turbulent time.
* When did the most difficult part of the process begin for Elijah?
* How can we trust God’s promises when we do have rain and don’t have ravens?

Apostles’ Creed

C | I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Offering

To our honored guests: We're happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you today! Our
offering is not a debt we owe God but a way that we return to God a portion of what he generously
gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation but love for God. Our offerings are how St. Paul’s
funds our Gospel mission work. As our honored guests, please do not feel obligated to contribute.

If you would like to support our Gospel ministry with an offering, you have
options! Place your offering in the offering plate in our gathering space as
you leave worship today, mail an offering to our church anytime, or go to
stpauls.edu or scan this QR code to give an offering online.
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Prayer of the Church

P | Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy
Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

C | Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

P | Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may
grow and love toward all may increase.
C | Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

P | Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in
lives of faith.

C | Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly
walks of life.

P | Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer,
and judge our laws.
C | Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

P | Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

C | Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

P | Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who
suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
C | Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

P | Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

P | We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest
from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
C | Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

P | Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
C | Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

C | Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us CW 566
In eternity God planned; in time God did what he promised; in the end he will make all things new!
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Text: Paul E. Eickmann, 1928-2006, abr. Tune: John Goss, 1800-1880
Text: ©1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833 Tune: Public domain
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Prayer

C | Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

P | May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ...The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (I Thessalonians 5:23, 28)

C | And also with you. Amen.

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow CW 617
What better way to end the service than with a doxology of praise for our triune God!
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain
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+ Ministry Notes +

Our good day in God’s house continues after worship, too.

Our after-worship adult Bible Class time is a great time for good Christian encouragement
as we grow in the Word together and take time to pray for one another. Today we will
have a presentation by those who attended this summer’s WELS International Youth Rally
that will follow the service. Sunday School for the children will resume on August 9.

Pastor James’ Vacation
Pastor James has been on vacation this week and will be returning to the office tomorrow,
August 3. We hope that the time off was refreshing before our new school year kicks off!

Moving Mulch

We are looking for volunteers to help move the mulch from our fire pit area to the
playgrounds. Anyone who is willing to help can meet at the firepit after the Youth Rally
presentation. Please bring any tools, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc. to help the process move
along quickly! Thank you so much for your help!

Bible Information Class (BIC)

Our next BIC will begin on Monday, August 24 at 6 PM. All are welcome to learn/review
the basic teachings of Scripture together. Whether you're just curious about what the
Bible teaches, have questions, would like to become a member, or have been one for
decades, all are encouraged to attend this class that gathers us around God’s Word. If you
or someone you know would like to learn more, please let one of our pastors know.

Wednesday (Kingsway) Bible Study
Our Wednesday morning Bible studies will resume on August 12. We meet at 10 AM and
will be studying the book of James together, led by Pastor James. All are welcome!

Travel with WELS Groups

Father's World Tours is partnering with WELS Home Missions to offer two trips, and we'd
love to have you along. Cool Canyons (11-7 - 19) takes us to see some of the Southwest
U.S.'s most stunning scenery, including the Mighty Five national parks in Utah, the Grand
Canyon, and more. We'll worship with and tour our Apache missions in Peridot and East
Fork, and a home mission in St George, UT. Flora and Fauna of Florida (1-23 — 2-7) offers a
two-week midwinter warmup to the Sunshine State as well as an Eastern Caribbean Cruise
aboard the Sky Princess. We will again connect with our missions and missionaries in the
area while enjoying encounters with wildlife, gorgeous gardens, and fabulous fellowship.
Learn more at www.fathersworldtours.com or call Steve Balza at 507-217-1731.
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Our Christian Stewardship of God’s Gifts
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. - 1 Cor. 4:2

preacher | Tim Rosenow presiding minister | Tim Rosenow
accompanist | Justin Siegler ushers | Newton & Rochelle Trimmer

worship streaming tech | Tony Moore
flowers | Andy Phelps (birthday)

last Sunday’s worship attendance | 102
freewill offering | $12,215

Let’s pray! This week, we offer special prayers for...
birthdays | Paisleigh Engel (8-8 — 9 years old!)
anniversaries | Randy & Cindy Essig (8-2 | 51 years!)

homebound members | Dave Brandt, Sharon Cummons, Leon and Barbara Johnson, Susan
Rammel, Kathy Saracione, Josephine Throo, and Paula Vitolo

health |Stacey Rolen (daughter of Rick and Angie Freihofer, recovering from surgery); Sharon
Cummons (recovering in assisted living); Kay-Lynn Johnston (strength and resilience); Rick
Robinson (recovering); Barbara Sadler, Kathy Babcock (Barbara’s daughter), and Kathy’s
daughters (genetic health issues); Nancy Scruton (recovery)

Serving in worship next week
Streaming | Bill Hartman Ushers | Rick Freihofer

This Week | August 2" - 8"

MON-TUE | Faculty inservice

WED-THU | K-8 parent orientation 6 P.M.

FRI | PreK parent orientation 9 AM, 2 PM, 6 PM
SAT | Women’s Growth Group 10:00 AM

Upcoming Events

August 10 | Kingsway birthday celebration

August 11 | First day of school! Opening chapel 8:30 AM | CoM meeting 5:15 PM

August 14 | Morning chapel (w/coffee and donuts after) 8:30 AM

August 21 | Morning chapel 8:30 AM

August 28 | Morning chapel 8:30 AM | Afternoon VPK chapel 12:15 PM | FEAT game night 6 PM
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Our congregation

St. Paul's Lutheran Church is a family. As a family, we gather together
around God's Word in church and in Bible classes. We have a school
where children can grow in their relationship with our Heavenly Father
and where we can go to share the love of Jesus with them.

If you would like to learn more about our church family or our church,
school, and preschool can serve you, please speak with our pastor,
principal, preschool director, faculty, or one of our members.

Our Synod

St. Paul’s belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS),
congregations united in faith and in desire to serve everyone we can with
the truth of God's saving Word. To learn more, visit wels.net or ask a
pastor.

Our worship

We gather for worship Sundays at 9:30 am and for children’s and adult Bible
study about ten minutes after worship.
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A St. Paul’s | Precious
Il Lutheran|Lambs

BN CHURCH & SCHOOL | PRESCHOOL

Address | 6150 N Lecanto Hwy, Beverly Hills, FL 34465
Office phone | 352.489.3027
Office email | office@stpauls.edu

Coordinating Pastor | James Saatkamp
|:| 414.335.2316 [ pastor.saatkamp@stpaulsk8school.org

School and Outreach Pastor | Timothy Rosenow
|:| 920.860.2216 [ pastor.rosenow@stpaulsk8school.org

Principal | Dave Goddard
[] 813.702.5853 [X principal@stpaulsk8school.org

Preschool director | Sharon Welfel
[] 352.462.1814 [ sharon.welfel@stpaulsk8school.org

Find us online!

Website | stpauls.edu

Church Facebook | stpaulslutheranchurchbeverlyhills
School Facebook | stpaulsbeverlyhills

YouTube | @StPaulsBeverlyHills

Vimeo | stpaulslutheran
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