August 23, 2026

< St. Paul’s Thirteenth Sunday

LUTHERAN CHURCH after Pentecost

The Son of Man Is God



Welcome to honored guests and St. Paul's family alike!

In our service we gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship
and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God's
holy and powerful Word, and through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Restrooms and a drinking fountain are located on the right in the hallway
outside the sanctuary.

We have personal hearing devices. If you need one, please let an usher
know before the service.

Our worship is designed for your whole family. Find children’s busy bags, a
book that teaches young children about worship, children’s bulletins, and
children’s worship note sheets on the cart near the central sanctuary doors.

God loves the sound of children in worship, and so do we! If you need to
step out of worship for a moment, we have a family room located through
the door in the back of the fellowship hall. The facility includes a TV, a
window, and speakers so that you can still follow along with the worship
service.

If you do not have a church home, we would love to talk with you about how
we can serve you with the Gospel and make here your home!

Today’s service begins on page 5
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Our Pentecost worship series | Unexpected truths

Many of the most important truths revealed in the Bible are not self-evident at all.
They frequently appear surprising or even contrary to human expectations.
Scripture teaches that humanity is not naturally good but deeply sinful. God
declares that salvation cannot be achieved through human efforts, but it comes
entirely by his grace. Most unexpected of all is the message that God brings
forgiveness and eternal life through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.

Biblical truth is revealed by God rather than discovered by reason alone. While
some truths may seem obvious to human judgment, the truths of the Bible are
often unexpected.

Today’s worship theme | The Son of Man is God

Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” It's the most important question in the world,

and it is a question every human being must answer. The expected answer may be
dead wrong. Some in Jesus' day thought he was John the Baptist. Some thought he
was the prophet Elijah who had come back from the dead. Today plenty of people

believe that Jesus existed. They think that Jesus was a wise teacher or a role model
for love. Both answers are expected. Both miss the point.

Jesus is a real human being, the Son of Man. He is also Lord and Savior, the Son of
the living God. This unexpected truth is the core of saving faith.

Our prayer before worship | to recognize that the Son of Man is God

O Lord our God, we need your guidance in all we do. Let your wisdom counsel us,
let your hand lead us, and let your arm support us. Reveal to us the unexpected
truths of your Word so that we can know and grow in faith and love. Conform us to
your image, and make us like Jesus that we may live as he lived on earth and may
do all things as he would and did. In his name we pray, Amen.
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Personal Preparation for Holy Communion

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
A: He says | am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?

A: | should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well | have
carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a parent or child, an
employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have | loved God with all my heart, gladly heard his
Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have | been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have |
been selfish, lazy, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine,
or given anyone a bad name? Have | abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger
in my mind? Have | failed to do what is right and good?

Q: When I realize that | have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what should I do?
A: 1 will confess before God all my sins, those which | remember as well as those of which I am
unaware. | will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?

A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for me
to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, | have been clothed in my Savior’s
perfect righteousness and holiness.

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and | am his?

A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine as a truly
life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By means of this sacrament,
Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his
own strength to live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

Q: How can | be sure that | receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper?

A: | have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died. There
he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?

A: 1 will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help | will fight temptation, do my best
to correct whatever wrongs | have done, and serve him and those around me with love and good
works.

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude | now come to your table to receive the precious food of your
life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that |
bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen.
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Built on the Rock CW 856
Upon the firm foundation of Christ’s identity as true God we rightly worship, trusting in his saving power.
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P(residing minister) | In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C(ongregation) | Amen.

Confession

P | If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C | If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.

P | Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

C | Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have
not loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever.

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P | Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C | Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

P | In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C | Lord, have mercy.

P | For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C | Lord, have mercy.

P | For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C | Lord, have mercy.

P | For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
C | Lord, have mercy.

P | Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C | Amen.
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833

P | The Lord be with you.
C | And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P | Let us pray: Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your

Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the

Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C | Amen.
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First Reading Exodus 34:5-9
God proclaimed to Moses what he is like. The Church’s job is to proclaim who Christ is and what he is like.

5The LORD came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with Moses and proclaimed
the name of the LORD. ®The LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed: “The LORD,
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and overflowing with
mercy and truth, maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt and rebellion and sin.
He will by no means clear the guilty. He calls their children and their children's children
to account for the guilt of the fathers, even to the third and the fourth generation.”

8Moses quickly bowed to the ground and worshipped. °He said, “If  have now found
favor in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord go along with us. Although this is a stiff-
necked people, pardon our guilt and our sin, and accept us as your possession.”

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day | Your Praises, God, ’'m Bringing Psalm 138A
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Second Reading Romans 10:5-13
Those who believe that Jesus is both Lord and Savior will be saved.

sIndeed, Moses writes this about the righteousness that comes by the law: “The one
who does these things will live by them.” ®But the righteousness that comes by faith
speaks like this: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to
bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). ®But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart,” that is, the word of faith that we are proclaiming. °Certainly, if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. *°For it is with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and it is with the mouth that a person confesses, resulting in salvation. "For
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”

250 there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the same Lord is Lord of all,
who gives generously to all who call on him. 3Yes, “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.”

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation John 6:68

P | Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
The truth upon which God builds his Church is Jesus, the Son of the living God.

BWhen Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?”

“They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.”

“He said to them, “But you, who do you say that [ am?”

®Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. *And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it. I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” **Then he commanded the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

P | The Gospel of the Lord.
C | Praise be to you, O Christ!
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My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less W 563
Jesus’ sacrifice is all we need because as true God he paid in full the price that we all owed for our sins.
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. Tune: John Stainer, 1840-1901, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Matthew 16:13-20

I confess.

Points to ponder after the sermon:
* When was the last time I confessed to someone outside my church family?
» Track this week’s key usage.
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Nicene Creed

C | We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering

To our honored guests: We're happy that you're with us to hear about God’s love for you
today! Our offering is not a debt we owe God but a way that we return to God a portion of
what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation but love for God. Our
offerings are how St. Paul’s funds our Gospel mission work. As our honored guests, please do
not feel obligated to contribute.

If you would like to support our Gospel ministry with an offering, you have
options! Place your offering in the offering plate in our gathering space
as you leave worship today, mail an offering to our church anytime, or go
to stpauls.edu or scan this QR code to give an offering online.

Prayer of the Church
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Preface

P | The Lord be with you.
C | And also with you.

P | Lift up your hearts.
C | We lift them up to the Lord.

P | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C | It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P | It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P | Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed
us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

C | Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C | Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us;
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Page |15



O Christ, Lamb of God
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833

Distribution of Holy Communion

To our honored guests: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are
expressing a unity in faith and in all of Scripture’s teachings. This is called close communion.
If you are not a member of St. Paul’s, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod,
you will want to learn what we teach and can express that unity at your confirmation before
you commune with us. If you are interested in taking a class to learn more about our
teachings, or if you have any questions, please speak with our pastors.
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CW 581

Lord, ’'Tis Not That | Did Choose You

The true God chose us and grows us by his Word and the love he communicates through it.
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vid -ed ad - o - ra-tion to the great Je ho - vah give.

Text: Josiah Conder, 1789-1855, alt.
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745

Text and tune: Public domain
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There Is a Redeemer CW 519
Jesus is the name of the almighty God who gave himself to save us, buying us back from our debt to sin.
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1 There is a Re - deem - er, Je - sus, God’s own Son,
2 Je - sus, my Re - deem - er, name a - bove all names,
3 When I stand in glo - 1y, I will see his face;
N # ———
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pre-cious Lamb of God, Mes-si- ah, Ho - ly One.
pre-cious Lamb of God, Mes-si- ah, hope__ for sin - ners slain.
there I'll serve my King for-ev-er in that ho - ly place.
p gy Refrain . .
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Thank you, O my Fa - ther, for giv-ing us your Son
N # —
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and leav - ing your Spir -it till the work on earth is done.

Text: Melody Green, b. 1946
Tune: Melody Green, b. 1946, alt.

Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music/Ears To Hear Music/Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI
no. 4118289

P | Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C | his mercy endures forever.

P | Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C | we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

P | We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C | Amen.
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Blessing

P | The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.

C | Amen.

| Closing hymn on next page|
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In Christ Alo

ne

CW 510

Christ alone is the one who alone saves us and paves the road to a life of peace and eternity in heaven.

N #
Y [ | | —=
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1 In Christ a - lone my hope is found; he is my
2 In Christ a - lone, who took on flesh, full - ness of
3 There in the ground his bod - y lay, light of the
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the
Q ﬁu | | ]
M 1 | | [ | | | |
G = e —
@ 0 I . 17
Q) K J @ i' @ i
light, my strength, my song; this cor - ner-stone, this sol - id
God in help - less babe; this gift of love and right-eous-
world by dark - nessslain; then burst - ing forth in glo-rious
pow’r of Christ in me; from life’s first cry to fi - nal
o ﬂu | | |
e——1 il 1 I I ——
\Q_\)/ P I = [ D S ——
ground, firm through the fierc - est drought and storm.
ness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
day, up from the grave he  rose a - gain!
breath, Je - sus com-mands my des - ti - ny
) # S
)” A IV | ol | I | | | P
| | - WA -l il i -i . ’\\ L l |
D)) L4 I 4 bt [
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are
Till on that cross as Je - sus died, the wrath of
And as he stands in vic - to - 1y, sin’s curse has
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ev - er
e e E—
D N— 3 i N— T
.) | |4 ; ] i.. N 4 ; ] i,
stilled, when striv-ings cease! My com - fort - er, my all in
God was sat - is - fied; for ev-’ry sin on him was
lost its grip on  me; for I am his and he is
pluck me from his hand; till he re-turns or calls me
N #
A i I . I — H
f(ﬂ T | I I- N | | i |
w—i—‘ - s
all; here in the love of Christ I stand.
laid; here in the death of Christ I live.
mine, bought with the pre - cious blood of Christ.
home, here in the pow’r of Christ I'll  stand.
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+ Ministry Notes +

Our good day in God’s house continues after worship, too.

Our after-worship adult Bible Class time is a great time for good Christian encouragement
as we grow in the Word together and take time to pray for one another. Today we will
begin a new Bible study Stranger Than Fiction, focusing on several of Israel’s Judges; today
we will focus on Gideon. Sunday School for the children will take place at the same time.

Wednesday (Kingsway) Bible Study

Our Wednesday morning Bible studies will resume this Wednesday, August 12. We meet
at 10 AM and will be studying the book of James together, led by Pastor James. All are
welcome!

Bible Information Class (BIC)

Our next BIC will begin on Monday, August 24 at 6 PM. All are welcome to learn/review
the basic teachings of Scripture together. Whether you're just curious about what the
Bible teaches, have questions, would like to become a member, or have been one for
decades, all are encouraged to attend this class that gathers us around God’s Word. If you
or someone you know would like to learn more, please let one of our pastors know.

The grill is heating up

Thanks to the generous freewill offerings toward a new grill, we are 30% of the way to our
goal. See the grill offering can and up-to-date goal thermometer just outside our main
sanctuary entrance for weekly updates and the opportunity to help reach this goal.

Game on.
Game Night, our next FEAT event, is Friday, August 28. All ages. No cost. No rsvp needed.
See the poster on the bulletin board in the gathering area for more info.

Take me out to the ballgame

St. Paul’s FEAT is hosting an outing to a Tampa Bay Rays game @ & ﬂ:&‘
September 12. Rsvp is needed for this event - confirm your interest % S
on the signup sheet in the church entryway or online by following ‘i}

this qr code. More info is available on the signup sheet, or you can
ask Peter or Kay-Lynn Johnston. Ef
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Our Christian Stewardship of God’s Gifts

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. — 1 Cor. 4:2

preacher | James Saatkamp

presiding minister | Tim Rosenow

accompanist | Hannah Rux and Noah Uhlenbrauck
usher | Tom Leinberger

worship streaming tech | Josh Plum

flowers | Marie Leinberger (memory of Allen)

last Sunday’s in-person worship attendance | 107
General Fund freewill offering | $4,344

Let’s pray! This week, we offer special prayers for...
birthdays | Charlie Kohnken (8-27)

anniversaries | Keith & Susan Kittel (8-23 | 46 years!), Dan & Jane Cerney (8-25 | 53 years!)

homebound members | Dave Brandt, Sharon Cummons, Leon and Barbara Johnson, Susan
Rammel, Kathy Saracione, Josephine Throo, and Paula Vitolo

health | Brenda Rivers (recovering from surgery); Carole Chapman (recovering at home); Mike
(brother-in-law of Karen Hartman, recovering after surgery); Kris Christie (mother of our former
vicar, Karl, major heart surgery); Kay-Lynn Johnston (strength and resilience); Mike Levell
(brother of Susan Clonts , comfort and peace as he is nearing end of life); Rick Robinson
(recovering); Stacey Rolen (daughter of Rick and Angie Freihofer, recovering from surgery);
Barbara Sadler, Kathy Babcock (Barbara’s daughter), and Kathy’s daughters (genetic health
issues); Nancy Scruton (recovery)

Serving in worship next week
Streaming | Bill Hartman Ushers | Bruce Salzmann and Bill Hoeltke

This Week | August 237 - 29t

WED | Kingsway Bible study 10 AM
FRI | Morning chapel 8:30 AM | Afternoon VPK chapel 12:15 PM | FEAT game night 6 PM

Upcoming Events

September 4 | Morning chapel (w/coffee and donuts) 8:30 AM | Afternoon VPK chapel 12:15 PM
September 7 | NO SCHOOL (Labor Day)
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Our congregation

St. Paul's Lutheran Church is a family. As a family, we gather together around
God’'s Word in church and in Bible classes. We have a school where children can
grow in their relationship with our Heavenly Father and where we can go to
share the love of Jesus with them.

If you would like to learn more about our church family or our church, school,
and preschool can serve you, please speak with our pastor, principal, preschool
director, faculty, or one of our members.

Our Synod

St. Paul's belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS),
congregations united in faith and in desire to serve everyone we can with the
truth of God's saving Word. To learn more, visit wels.net or ask a pastor.

Our worship

We gather for worship Sundays at 9:30 am and for children’s and adult Bible study
about ten minutes after worship.
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12 St. Paul’s | Precious
111 Lutheran| Lambs

BN CHURCH & SCHOOL | PRESCHOOL

Address | 6150 N Lecanto Hwy, Beverly Hills, FL 34465
Office phone | 352.489.3027
Office email | office@stpauls.edu

Coordinating Pastor | James Saatkamp
|:| 414.335.2316 X pastor.saatkamp@stpaulsk8school.org

School and Outreach Pastor | Timothy Rosenow
|:| 920.860.2216 X pastor.rosenow@stpaulsk8school.org

Principal | Dave Goddard
|:| 813.702.5853 D principal@stpaulsk8school.org

Preschool director | Sharon Welfel
|:| 352.462.1814 X sharon.welfel@stpaulsk8school.org

Find us online!

Website | stpauls.edu

Church Facebook | stpaulslutheranchurchbeverlyhills
School Facebook | stpaulsbeverlyhills

YouTube | @StPaulsBeverlyHills

Vimeo | stpaulslutheran
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