St Paul’s

LUTHERAN CHURCH

April 26, 2026 | The Fourth Sunday of the Easter Season




Welcome to honored guests and St. Paul's family alike!

In our service we gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship
and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God's
holy and powerful Word, and through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Restrooms and a drinking fountain are located on the right in the hallway
outside the sanctuary.

We have personal hearing devices. If you need one, please let an usher
know before the service.

Our worship is designed for your whole family. Find children’s busy bags, a
book that teaches young children about worship, children’s bulletins, and
children’s worship note sheets on the cart near the central sanctuary doors.

God loves the sound of children in worship, and so do we! If you need to
step out of worship for a moment, we have a family room located through
the door in the back of the fellowship hall. The facility includes a TV, a
window, and speakers so that you can still follow along with the worship
service.

If you do not have a church home, we would love to talk with you about how
we can serve you with the Gospel and make here your home!

Today's worship begins on page 4
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Our Easter worship series | What difference does it make?

Life is full of either/or moments. Some of them are of little long-term
consequence. I will have either the chicken or the fish. Some of them matter
more. I will accept the new job offer or keep my current job. One either/or
moment is life-changing for every human being. Either Jesus is still dead, or
Jesus rose from the dead. If Christ has not been raised, we are still in our sin.

But Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! It makes all the difference! He lives!
The season of Easter is a 50-day celebration of that fact.

Today'’s worship theme | He lives to be my Good Shepherd

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would choose my own direction in life. I
would be terrible at it, because, like a sheep, I can generally see only what's
in front of me at the moment, and I get myself into trouble. It is especially
difficult for me to look far into my future as planned by Jesus. If he had not
risen from the dead, I would be on my own.

But he lives, and it makes a difference. I have the reliable direction of the
Good Shepherd. He feeds us with his Word. He protects us from the roaring
lion, Satan. He is leading us into the green pastures of eternal life. For
centuries, the Church has observed this Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate
that Jesus lives to be our Good Shepherd.

Our prayer before worship | for following the Good Shepherd

Risen and living Lord, accept our alleluias and increase our joy in knowing
that you have risen from the grave! Comfort us with the assurance that our
sins are forgiven and eternal life is sure. May the message of Easter lead us
to tell the true good news of this season. Make our faith burn brightly as we
face each day in the light of your glorious resurrection. Amen.
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Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep

CW 551

Following the Good Shepherd means a firm foundation, a sure salvation, joy unending, and rest in heaven.
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Text: Henry Cook, 1788-1868, alt.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-1876
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession

154

P(astor) | In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the Holy Spirit.

C(ongregation) | Amen.

P | Dear Friends in Christ, the Bible says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:8-9). Therefore, as we
gather together for worship in the presence of God, together we pray, humbly confessing

our sins and asking for his forgiveness.
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C | O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness,
come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is
righteous before you. Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. Do not hide your
face from me, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to
you I lift up my soul. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.

(Taken from various Psalms)

Brief silence for meditation

P | We confess:

C | Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that
I have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not
loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed
by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. I humbly ask for your
forgiveness.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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P | Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death
paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?
C | Yes, I believe.

Lord, to You | Make Confession CW 653 st. 4
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Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

P | Because of the promise of our Savior, Jesus, I forgive all your sins. Be assured that you
are a redeemed child of God, bought with the blood of Jesus Christ. “The blood of Jesus
purifies us from all our sins” (I John 1:7). With your sins forgiven, know that you are an
heir of eternal life. We pray together:

C | O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for
the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him you have
rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help
me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and
those around me with love and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
What response could we have to God’s forgiveness than marvel at the Father’s deep love for us!?
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: One License no. 715833

CW 523
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Prayer of the Day

P | The Lord be with you.
C | And also with you.

P | Let us pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life
for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide
in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C | Amen.

First Reading Acts 2:42-47
The Good Shepherd’s flock grew as people devoted themselves to the apostolic teaching.

The Christians Lived in Unity

“They continued to hold firmly to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of the bread, and to the prayers. “Awe came over every soul, and many wonders
and signs were being done through the apostles. “All the believers were together and had
everything in common. ¥They were selling their possessions and property and were
distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed.

4Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the temple area, as
they continued to break bread in their homes. They shared their food with glad and
sincere hearts, ¥7as they continued praising God and being viewed favorably by all the
people. Day after day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23: A Psalm of Hope Adult Choir

The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want for more. How could I ask for more?
He leads me by still water, and I shall not want for more. How could I ask for more?

He is enough for ev'ry need. He is enough for ev'ry broken dream.
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.
I'm satisfied with what he gives. He will provide and faithfully supply.
The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want.

He leads through the valley, and I shall not want.
He is enough for ev'ry need. He is enough for ev'ry broken dream.
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.
I'm satisfied with what he gives. He will provide and faithfully supply.
The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want.
He is the night. He is the day. He is the sun, he is the shade.
He is the ocean. He is the stream. In ev’ry song, he is my theme.
And if we wander off alone, his mercy calls us back to home.

I feast at his table, and I shall not want for more.

He is the strength to conquer sin. I shall not want.
He’s faithful when my trust is thin. I shall not want.
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Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25
St. Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means we will suffer for doing good.
“For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is

conscious of God. *°For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and
patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is favorable with
God.

*Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example so that you would follow in his steps. **He did not commit a sin, and no deceit
was found in his mouth. 2When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. **He
himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive
to righteousness. By his wounds you were healed. *>For you were like sheep going astray,
but you are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

P | The Word of the Lord.
C | Thanks be to God.

The Lord Is My Light Grades K-8

Spanish | El Sefior es mi luz y mi salvacion. El Sefior es la defensa de mi vida.

:Si_el Senor es mi luz, a quién temeré? ;Quién me_hard temblar?

Ref | The Lord is my light and my salvation. The Lord is the stronghold of my life.
Since the Lord is my life, my strength, and my all, whom then shall I fear?

1 | There is one thing I ask of the Lord: to dwell in his house forever,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord all the days of my life. (Ref)

2 | Do not hide your face, O Lord. Ev’ry day I will seek your face.
Though my father and mother may forsake me, the Lord will receive me. (Ref)

3 | Teach me, Lord, and keep me on your paths; guide me, Lord, along a level way.
[ will gaze on the goodness of the Lord in the land of all the living. (Ref and Spanish)

Text: tr. Lorraine Florindez, 1926-2011; tr. Jon D. Vieker, b. 1961; Alberto Taulé, 1932-2007
Text: © 2006 Jon D. Vieker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833
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Children's Devotion Stranger or Shepherd?

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14

P | Alleluia! I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia!

Gospel John 10:1-10
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is the gate through which we enter the green pastures of salvation.

The Good Shepherd

“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. *The one who enters by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep. 3The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought
out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they know
his voice. SThey will never follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do
not know the voice of strangers.” ’Jesus used this illustration in speaking to the people,
but they did not understand what he was telling them.

7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. ®All who
came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the
door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find
pasture.

'°“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.

P | The Gospel of the Lord.
C | Praise be to you, O Christ!
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552
Paraphrasing Psalm 23, this hymn walks us through life with our Good Shepherd, the King of Love.
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6  And so through all the length of days your goodness fails me never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise within your house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877, alt.
Tune: Irish, 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon The good life sounds like this. | John 10:1-10

Points to ponder following the sermon:
1) What can I do to help filter out the noise pollution in my life?
2) Every day this week, I will take time to remember what the good life truly is.
3) Someone says, “I don’t know if I'm listening to the right voice.” How can you help
them know?
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Apostles’ Creed

C | I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

To our honored guests: We're happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you today! Our
offering is not a debt we owe God but a way that we return to God a portion of what he generously
gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation but love for God. Our offerings are how St. Paul’s
funds our Gospel mission work. As our honored guests, please do not feel obligated to contribute.

If you would like to support our Gospel ministry with an offering, you have
options! Place your offering in the offering plate in our gathering space as
you leave worship today, mail an offering to our church anytime, or go to
stpauls.edu or scan this QR code to give an offering online.
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Prayer of the Church Good Shepherd

P | Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, we have heard the sweet sound of your familiar and loving
voice in the gospel and have feasted in the green pastures of your Holy Word. Use its
message to nourish and sustain us as we journey through this life to the next. What joy it
is to know that you laid down your life for the sheep—even sheep like us.

C | Bless your Word in our lives.

P | Gracious Shepherd, we are truly confused and foolish without you. Forgive us for the
times we wander from you and stray from the call of your voice. When Satan comes in the
sheep’s clothing of false teaching, expose his lies and guide us in your truth. When
temporary pleasures beacon us to follow the wide road to hell, use your rod and staff to
curb our sinful nature and lead us in the paths of righteousness.

C | Restore us to your fold, and protect us from the evil one.

P | Guiding Shepherd, bless your Church with faithful under-shepherds—pastors,
teachers, and staff ministers, who proclaim your death and resurrection as they minister
to the souls in their care.

C | Give all ministers of the gospel an unwavering devotion to your Word.

P | Tender Shepherd, look with special care on all who suffer from loneliness, disease,
accident, or loss. Lift them into your comforting arms, and embrace them with the
warmth of your love. Carry them on your shoulders through all life’s troubling times.
C | Renew hope and joy in their lives and our own.

P | Loving Shepherd, we pray also for your other sheep, who are not yet gathered in your
sheep pen. Prosper the work of our missionaries at home and abroad. Give us all the zeal
and courage to share with our friends and neighbors the good news of sins forgiven. Use
our witness to gather the elect into one fold under your care.

C | Let your voice be heard in all the world.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

P | Eternal Shepherd, when our days on earth come to an end and we walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, lead us safely to our eternal home.
C | There we will enjoy your goodness and mercy forever. Amen.
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Lord's Prayer

C | Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s My Shepherd CW 554
This contemporary twist on a classic text presents the 23™ Psalm as our foundation for trust in God.
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 1996 Getty Music, admin. MusicServices.org and Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715833
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Prayer

C | Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

P | May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ...The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (I Thessalonians 5:23, 28)

C | And also with you. Amen.

I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804
Since Jesus is our Good Shepherd, we are all his little lambs, held in his hands, and carried happily home.
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+ Ministry Notes +

Our good day in God’s house continues after worship, too.

Our after-worship adult Bible Class time is a great time for good Christian encouragement
as we grow in the Word together and take time to pray for one another. Today we will
continue the Examples in Exodus study with Pastor Tim in the Fellowship Hall. Sunday
School for the children will meet at the same time.

Thank You for Singing!
Thank you to the children from K-8 and the members of our adult choir for using your
musical gifts in the service today!

Nice to Meet You!

Next Sunday, May 3 we will have our first Amnesia Sunday...what was that again? Oh,
yeah, now I remember! We will all get to wear a nametag (which will be provided) and
introduce ourselves to new friends and reintroduce ourselves to old friends. After worship,
we will have a potluck meal as we get to know not only our newest family members but
also all our family members!

MLC Day

Every year, friends of Martin Luther College come together to celebrate and support the
Knights—the next generation of pastors, teachers, and staff ministers. On May 6, 2026 we
have a synod-wide goal of raising $150,000 to provide matching funds for the
Congregational Partner Grant Program. If you are not able to give financially, we ask
members to pray and share (#MLCDAY2026) so that others can learn about this day.
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Our Christian Stewardship of God’s Gifts

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. — 1 Cor. 4:2

preacher | James Saatkamp presiding minister | Tim Rosenow
accompanist | Justin Siegler worship streaming tech | Bill Hoeltke
ushers | Bruce Salzmann and Rick Freihofer flowers | Bruno Brito

last Sunday’s worship attendance | 133 freewill offering | $4,608

Let’s pray this week!

birthdays | Bruno Brito (4-26); Paul Althoff (4-27); Justin Shue (4-28);
Charlotte Opall (4-29); Ken Clonts (5-1); Kristy Sargent (5-2)

anniversaries | (none this week)

homebound members | Dave Brandt, Leon and Barbara Johnson, Susan Rammel, Kathy
Saracione, Josephine Throo, and Paula Vitolo

health | Tom Colwell (home hospice care); Sharon Cummons (recovering in assisted living); Kay-
Lynn Johnston (recovering from surgery); Rick Robinson (recovering at Diamond Ridge);
Barbara Sadler, Kathy Babcock (Barbara’s daughter), and Kathy’s daughters (genetic health
issues); Nancy Scruton (recovery)

Serving in worship next week
Streaming | Tony Moore Ushers | Tom Leinberger and Bruce Salzmann

This Week | April 26" - May 2"

TODAY - K-8 singing in the service

WED - Isaiah Bible study 10:00 AM

THU — Choir 6:30 PM

FRI — Morning chapel 8:30 AM; Afternoon VPK chapel 12:30 PM; Play and Education Night 6:00 PM
SAT — Women’s Growth Group 10:00 AM

Upcoming Events

May 3 — Amnesia Sunday

May 8 — PreK Mothers’ Day Event 11:00 AM

May 11 - Kingsway Birthday Celebration 1:00 PM
May 12 — Council of Ministry 5:15 PM
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Our congregation

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a family. As a
family, we gather together around God’s
Word in church and in Bible classes. We
have a school where children can grow in
their relationship with our Heavenly
Father and where we can go to share the
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love of Jesus with them.

If you would like to learn more about our
church family or our church, school, and
preschool can serve you, please speak
with our pastor, principal, preschool
director, faculty, or one of our members.

Our Synod

St. Paul's belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS),
congregations united in faith and in desire to serve everyone we can with
the truth of God's saving Word. To learn more, visit wels.net or ask a
pastor.

Our worship
We gather for worship Sundays at 9:30 am and for children’s and adult Bible
study about ten minutes after worship.
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A St. Paul’s | Precious
Il Lutheran|Lambs

BN CHURCH & SCHOOL | PRESCHOOL

Address | 6150 N Lecanto Hwy, Beverly Hills, FL 34465
Office phone | 352.489.3027
Office email | office@stpauls.edu

Coordinating Pastor | James Saatkamp
|:| 414.335.2316 [ pastor.saatkamp@stpaulsk8school.org

School and Outreach Pastor | Timothy Rosenow
|:| 920.860.2216 [ pastor.rosenow@stpaulsk8school.org

Principal | Dave Goddard
|:| 813.702.5853 [ principal@stpaulsk8school.org

Preschool director | Sharon Welfel
|:| 352.462.1814 X sharon.welfel@stpaulsk8school.org

Find us online!

Website | stpauls.edu

Church Facebook | stpaulslutheranchurchbeverlyhills
School Facebook | stpaulsbeverlyhills

YouTube | @StPaulsBeverlyHills

Vimeo | stpaulslutheran
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