Small Group Guide:
David, Week 17

Key Takeaways:

1. Unrepented sin hardens the heart and grows more
destructive over time. Saul's massacre of the priests at
Nob began with jealousy toward David. That jealousy
grew into suspicion, hatred, bitterness, violence, and
eventually the slaughter of innocent people. Sin must be
confronted early through confession and repentance.

. Partial truths can still be deeply sinful when it is used
maliciously. Doeg did not completely lie to Saul, but he
selectively reported facts and left out important context
that would have shown Ahimelech’s innocence. Pastor
Allen warns that twisting a story to make ourselves look
good and others look guilty is dangerous and
destructive.

. Fear can turn into paranoia and blind people to the
truth. Saul became convinced that everyone was against



him, even when they were loyal. His fear of losing the
throne caused him to misread motives, exaggerate
threats, and punish innocent people. Faith, not fear,
must govern our thinking.

4. A hardened heart refuses correction, even when
confronted with facts. Ahimelech gave Saul a truthful
and reasonable defense, but Saul would not listen. When
people refuse correction, justify sin, or ignore God'’s
Word, it reveals a hardened heart. Believers must remain
humble, confess sin, and obey God with the right heart.

Discussion Questions:

Opening Question

1. Think of a time when you misread someone's motives or
jumped to a wrong conclusion about a situation. What
caused you to see it that way, and what helped you
recognize the truth?

Unrepented Sin Grows in Its Destructiveness

The sermon traced Saul's progression from comparison to jealousy,
from jealousy to suspicion, from suspicion to hatred, from hatred
to bitterness, and from bitterness to violence that touched
innocent people.

1. Looking at that progression, where do you think Saul had
the most opportunity to stop the cycle? What would it
have taken for him to do so?

2. Pastor Allen made the point that sin rarely remains
contained. Can you think of an example, without naming
names, where you witnessed a small, unaddressed sin
eventually affect people who had nothing to do with the



original situation?

3. Pastor described confession not as something God
needs from us, but as something we need for ourselves.
He said it is about agreeing with God rather than
arguing with him. How does that perspective change the
way you think about confession in your own life?

4. |s there an area in your life right now where you sense
something small is being left unaddressed? What is the
honest cost of continuing to leave it unchecked?

Fear Produces Paranoia, and Blinds Us to the Truth

Saul interpreted loyalty as betrayal and innocence as conspiracy
because his fear had curdled into paranoia. Ahimelech told the
truth plainly, but Saul could not receive it.

1. Pastor Allen said that fear not conquered by faith causes
a person to misread motives, exaggerate threats, and
punish innocent people. Have you ever been on the
receiving end of that dynamic? What was it like to be
treated as a threat when you were acting in good faith?

2. Have you ever been on the other side of that dynamic,
where your own fear caused you to misread someone's
intentions? What did it take for you to recognize what
was actually happening?

3. The reference to 2 Timothy 1.7 reminds us that God has
given us a spirit of power, love, and a sound mind, not a
spirit of fear. What does it look like practically to fight
paranoia with faith rather than with more information,
more control, or more self-protection?

A Hardened Heart Refuses Correction

Ahimelech gave a clear, reasonable, and truthful defense. Saul did



not investigate, did not reconsider, and did not listen. His mind was
already made up.

1. Pastor used the phrase, "If your mind's made up, by all
means, don't let me confuse you with the facts." When
have you seen that attitude show up in yourself? What
was the situation, and what finally broke through?

2. The sermon connected a hardened heart to the refusal
to confess sin. In your experience, is it harder to confess
sin to God or to acknowledge wrongdoing to another
person? Why do you think that is?

3. Saul's bodyguards refused to kill the priests even when
directly ordered by the king. Pastor Allen held this up as
an example of choosing obedience to God over
obedience to man. Have you ever been in a situation
where doing the right thing cost you something
professionally or relationally? How did you handle it?

Reflection on Doeg

Doeg's sin was not outright fabrication. It was selective truth told
with a malicious purpose. He reported facts while deliberately
omitting the context that would have changed everything.

1. How does selective truth function in everyday
relationships at work, in families, in churches? Why is it
sometimes more dangerous than an outright lie?

2. Pastor Allen pointed out that Doeg saw an opportunity
to advance himself by informing on others. Where do
you see that temptation show up in your own
environment? What does integrity look like in those
moments?

Practical Application:




This Week's Challenge

Discuss as a group which of these feels most personally
relevant this week. Encourage honesty over performance.

1. Identify one unaddressed sin or unresolved conflict in
your life and bring it before God in honest confession this
week. Do not wait for the feeling to be right. Do it as an
act of agreement with God.

2. If you are currently in a relationship where fear or
suspicion is shaping how you interpret the other
person's actions, ask God to show you what is actually
true. Consider whether a direct and humble
conversation might replace the story you have been
telling yourself.

3. If someone has recently offered you correction and your
first instinct was to defend, dismiss, or distance yourself,
sit with the question of whether their words contained
any truth worth receiving.

4. Practice the discipline of not telling only the part of a
story that favors you. Before speaking about a conflict or
a difficult situation to others, ask yourself what context
you might be leaving out.

Closing Reflection

Pastor Allen closed with this standard: “God expects us to
do the right thing, in the right way, with the right heart”.
That is not just a standard for crisis moments. It is the daily

posture of someone who takes sin seriously before it takes
root.

Closing Prayer:




Father,

Thank You that when we confess our sin, You are faithful
and just to forgive us. Thank You that Your mercy is
iImmediate, and that You invite us back into fellowship with
You. Give us courage to confront sin early, before it hardens
our hearts or harms others. Make us humble enough to
receive correction, listen to truth, and repent quickly
instead of defending ourselves. Protect us from fear,
suspicion, and paranoia that distort how we see people and
situations. Help us walk with clean hearts, sound minds,
and love toward others.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

5-Day Devotional

Day 1: The Slow Burn of Unchecked Sin
Reading: 1 Samuel 18:6-16

Devotional: Saul's sin did not begin with the slaughter of the priests at Nob. It began
much earlier, when jealousy took root in his heart. He compared himself to David, and
that comparison produced suspicion, hatred, bitterness, and eventually violence. Sin
rarely stays small when it is protected instead of confessed. What begins as a private
attitude can grow into destructive actions that wound innocent people. Ask the Lord to
search your heart today. Do not excuse jealousy, resentment, bitterness, or comparison.
Bring it into the light before it grows. God’s mercy is available, but sin must be confronted
early.

Day 2: When Fear Twists the Truth
Reading: 1 Samuel 22:6-8; 2 Timothy 1:7

Devotional: Saul was convinced everyone was against him. His fear of losing the throne
made him suspicious of his own son, his officers, David, and even the priests of the Lord.
Fear that is not surrendered to God can become paranoia, and paranoia makes us
misread motives, exaggerate threats, and accuse innocent people. Saul could no longer
see the truth because fear had taken control of his heart. God has not given His people a
spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind. Today, ask God to expose any place
where fear is shaping your perception of others. Let faith, not fear, interpret your



circumstances.
Day 3: The Danger of a Partial Truth
Reading: 1 Samuel 22:9-10; Proverbs 18:17

Devotional: Doeg’s report to Saul was dangerous because it was not entirely false. He told
part of the truth, but he left out the details that would have proved Ahimelech’s
innocence. He did not mention that David had misled the priest or that Ahimelech had
no idea David was fleeing from Saul. A partial truth can become a powerful lie when
important context is removed. We must be careful not to shape stories in a way that
makes us look righteous, and someone else look guilty. God cares not only that we speak
truth, but that we speak it honestly, fairly, and with a clean heart.

Day 4: Obeying God Rather Than Man
Reading: 1 Samuel 22:11-17; Acts 5:27-29

Devotional: Saul ordered his men to kill the priests of the Lord, but they refused. Even
though Saul was king, his commmand violated the will of God. Their refusal reminds us that
human authority has limits. We are called to respect authority, but we must never obey
people in ways that require us to disobey God. Whether the pressure comes from a boss,
a friend, a family member, or the culture around us, God’s Word must be our highest
authority. Faithfulness may cost us, but obedience to God is always right. Ask the Lord for
courage to say no when obedience to people would mean rebellion against Him.

Day 5: Keep a Soft Heart Before God
Reading: 1 Samuel 22:18-23; 1 John 1:8-9

Devotional: Saul’'s hardened heart refused correction. Ahimelech gave a reasonable and
truthful defense, but Saul would not listen. His mind was already made up, and the facts
did not matter. This is what unconfessed sin does: it hardens the heart until correction
feels like an attack and truth sounds like betrayal. Confession keeps the heart tender
before God. When we confess, we agree with God about our sin instead of arguing with
Him. A soft heart can repent, listen, forgive, and obey. Today, do not defend what God is
asking you to surrender. Confess quickly, receive His forgiveness, and ask Him to keep
your heart right before Him.



