
Small Group Guide: 
David, Week 20

Key Takeaways:

1.  If you have to sin to obtain something, it is not God's 
will. David could have justified killing Saul in multiple 
ways: self-defense, divine appointment, majority opinion, 
and apparent opportunity. Yet he recognized that no 
justification, however reasonable it appeared, made 
murder right. The end does not justify the means.

2. If someone sins against us, it does not give us the 
right to sin against them. Saul had been relentlessly 
pursuing David with murderous intent. By any human 
standard, David had cause for retaliation. Yet David 
refused to repay evil with evil, demonstrating what it 
means to be a person after God's own heart.

3. God's promises are fulfilled in God's timing and by 
God's methods. David had been promised the throne. 
Killing Saul would have delivered the throne sooner, but 



it would have been obtained through sin. David chose to 
wait for God to act rather than force the outcome 
himself.

Discussion Questions:

Opening Question

1.  Think of a time when an opportunity seemed to fall 
perfectly into your lap. How did you decide whether to 
act on it or let it pass? Share briefly with the group.

Exploring the Text

1.  Read 1 Samuel 24:4 aloud as a group. David's men told 
him that God had delivered Saul into his hands. Why is it 
dangerous to interpret a convenient circumstance as 
automatic confirmation of God's will? What other factors 
should we consider?

2. In verse 5, David's conscience troubled him simply 
because he had cut off the hem of Saul's robe. What 
does that level of sensitivity to sin reveal about David's 
character? How would you describe your own sensitivity 
to conviction?

3. In verses 5 and 6, David refers to Saul as "the Lord's 
anointed" even though God had rejected Saul and he 
was actively trying to kill David. What does it mean to 
respect a position or authority that God has established, 
even when the person holding it is behaving wrongly?

4. Look at verse 17, where Saul says to David, "You are more 
righteous than I." What do you think it cost Saul to admit 
that? Have you ever been in a situation where you had to 
acknowledge that someone who had every reason to 



retaliate against you chose not to? How did that affect 
you?

5. Pastor Allen drew a connection to Romans 3:7-8, where 
Paul argues that sin cannot be excused even if it 
produces a good outcome. Where do you see this 
principle challenged or ignored in everyday life, in 
culture, in relationships, or even in the church?

Going Deeper

1.  In the sermon, Pastor Allen stated: "David demonstrated 
that he was willing to wait for the throne rather than sin 
to obtain the throne." What is your version of "the throne" 
– a position, a relationship, a goal, a vindication – that you 
are tempted to seize rather than wait for God to provide?

2. Pastor also stated: "If you have to sin to obtain 
something, it is not God's will." How does this principle 
challenge the way we typically evaluate opportunities? 
Can you think of a situation, past or present, where this 
principle would have changed or should change your 
decision-making?

3. Jesus taught in Matthew 5:38-39 that we should not 
respond to evil by giving as good as we get. In practical 
terms, what does it look like to follow that teaching 
without becoming passive or allowing ongoing harm? 
Where is the line between turning the other cheek and 
exercising appropriate self-defense or boundary-setting?

4. David's men were unanimous in urging him to kill Saul. 
Peer pressure and group consensus can be powerful 
forces, especially when the reasoning sounds spiritual. 
How do you guard against being swept along by the 
majority when the majority may be wrong?



5. David knew Saul was double-minded and would likely 
return to pursuing him. He did the right thing and still 
remained in a difficult situation. How do you continue to 
trust God when obedience does not immediately resolve 
your circumstances?

Practical Application:

This Week's Challenge

Choose one or more of the following to discuss and apply 
this week:

1.  Identify your "cave moment." Is there a situation in your 
life right now where an opportunity has presented itself 
that seems almost too convenient to ignore? Take time 
this week to honestly evaluate whether pursuing it 
would require compromise. Share what you discover 
with a trusted friend or accountability partner.

2. Examine your response to those who have wronged you. 
Think of someone who has sinned against you. Write 
down the ways you have been tempted to retaliate or 
justify a sinful response. Then write down what it would 
look like to respond the way David did, not with passivity, 
but with integrity and restraint.

3. Practice waiting. Identify one area where you have been 
trying to force an outcome that God has promised but 
not yet delivered. Commit to one specific action this 
week that reflects trust in God's timing rather than your 
own effort to make it happen.

4. Audit your conscience. David was troubled by cutting a 
hem of cloth. Spend time this week in quiet reflection, 
asking God to reveal areas where your conscience has 



grown dull. Ask him to restore sensitivity to conviction in 
those areas.

Closing Reflection

The story of David in the cave at En Gedi is ultimately a 
story about trust. David trusted that God's promise was real, 
that God's timing was sufficient, and that God's methods 
did not require David's sin to succeed. That kind of trust is 
rare and costly. But it is also the very thing that marked 
David as a man after God's own heart.

Closing Prayer:

Father,

Give us discernment to know the difference between an 
opportunity and Your will. Help us remember that if we 
must sin to gain something, it is not from You. Give us 
courage to wait on Your timing, especially when every 
circumstance seems to tell us to act now. Strengthen those 
in our group who are waiting for a promise to be fulfilled; 
help them trust Your faithfulness. Keep our consciences 
tender and sensitive to sin, even when it seems small or 
easily justified. Make us people after Your heart. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

5-Day Devotional
Day 1: Trusting God's Timing Over Your Own

Reading: 1 Samuel 24:1-7

Devotional:  David had every practical reason to act. His enemy was vulnerable, his men 
were urging him forward, and the moment seemed perfectly arranged. Yet David refused 



to seize what God had already promised him through sinful means. How often do we 
grow impatient with God's timing and begin engineering our own outcomes? God's 
promises do not require our manipulation to come true. Waiting is not weakness. It is an 
act of profound faith that declares, "God, I trust your schedule more than my own 
urgency." What promise are you tempted to take into your own hands today?

Day 2: The Character Test Hidden in Opportunity

Reading: Psalm 7:1-17

Devotional: In Psalm 7, David appeals to God as his righteous judge, asking to be 
examined and found blameless before his enemies. David understood that God watches 
not only our actions but the motivations behind them. The cave at En Gedi was not 
merely a hiding place. It was a testing ground. Every believer will face moments where 
opportunity and temptation arrive wearing the same face. The question God is asking in 
those moments is not "Can you succeed?" but "Will you remain righteous when no one is 
watching?" Character is not built in public. It is revealed in private.

Day 3: The Principle That the End Does Not Justify the Means

Reading: Romans 3:5-8

Devotional: Paul addresses a dangerous line of reasoning in these verses: the idea that 
sinful actions can be excused when they produce good results. This logic feels compelling 
in the moment. David's men believed that killing Saul would simultaneously solve Israel's 
problems and fulfill God's promise. But God never authorizes sin as a tool to accomplish 
his will. If the path forward requires you to compromise what God has clearly 
commanded, that path is not from Him. Obedience is not situational. It is the steady, daily 
choice to honor God's law even when circumstances seem to argue otherwise.

Day 4: Refusing Vengeance and Trusting Divine Justice

Reading: Romans 12:17-21

Devotional: Paul's instruction in Romans 12 echoes what David demonstrated in the cave. 
When Saul was at his most vulnerable, David chose restraint over retaliation. He 
understood that vengeance belongs to God alone. This is one of the most difficult 
disciplines in the Christian life, particularly when someone has genuinely wronged you. 
We want justice now, on this earth, in a form we can witness. But God calls us to release 
that demand and trust that he sees, he judges, and he acts in his own time. Releasing 
vengeance is not surrender. It is an act of worship that declares God sovereign over every 
injustice.

Day 5: Becoming a Person After God's Own Heart

Reading: Acts 13:22; 1 Samuel 13:14

Devotional: Scripture describes David as a man after God's own heart. This was not a 
declaration of David's perfection. It was a declaration of David's orientation. His heart was 
consistently turned toward God's will, even when his flesh pulled in another direction. The 



cave at En Gedi is one of the clearest demonstrations of why God called him that. David's 
defining quality was not his courage in battle or his skill with a sling. It was his willingness 
to submit his own desires, his own timeline, and his own sense of justice to the character 
and commands of God. That is the heart God is still looking for today.


