Wisdom Breaks the Cycle of Destruction (ll)

Two Women, Two Ways
Reading: Proverbs 4:7; Proverbs 9:1-18
Key Thought

If | keep listening to the same voice, | will probably keep making the same
choice.

Big Idea

Our lives are shaped not only by the choices we make, but by the voices we
trust before we make those choices. Proverbs teaches us that Wisdom and
Folly both speak, both invite, and both promise something. Wisdom is
necessary because it helps us discern which invitation deserves our response.

Overview

Proverbs 4.7 says:

“Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your
getting, get understanding.”

Wisdom cannot be treated like an optional extra.

You can have money without wisdom and lose it.

You can have opportunity without wisdom and waste it.

You can have relationships without wisdom and destroy them.

You can have knowledge without wisdom and misuse what you know.

That is why Scripture does not merely suggest wisdom. It tells us:
GET WISDOM.

Proverbs 9 then paints a vivid picture. Wisdom and Folly are portrayed as two
women calling people from two different houses. Their invitations sound
surprisingly similar, but the lives found behind their doors are completely
different.

Two women. Two invitations. Two paths. Two destinations.



Teaching Point 1: Wisdom Builds

Wisdom produces something worth keeping.

Proverbs 9 opens with Wisdom building her house and preparing what she
has to offer. Wisdom is intentional. There is preparation, order, substance, and
purpose.

Godly wisdom does more than make us appear intelligent. Wisdom builds.

It builds character.

It builds healthy relationships.

It builds trustworthy leadership.

It builds stability.

It builds a life that can withstand pressure.

One way to evaluate a voice in your life is to ask:
“If | keep following this voice, what is it building?”

Not everything that feels good in the moment is building something worth
having later.

Teaching Point 2: Folly Can Be Loud Without
Being Wise

Proverbs 9:13 describes the foolish woman as clamorous, simple, and
knowing nothing.

One of Folly's characteristics is noise.
But volume is not validation.

The loudest opinion is not necessarily the wisest opinion.

The strongest emotion is not necessarily the best counselor.

The most popular idea is not necessarily God's direction.

The thought that repeats most often in your mind is not automatically true.

Some destructive cycles survive because the wrong voice has been given the
biggest microphone.

Loud does not mean wise.



Teaching Point 3: Both Wisdom and Folly Make
an Invitation

This may be the most striking comparison in Proverbs 9.

Wisdom says in Proverbs 9:4:

“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”

Then Folly says in Proverbs 9:16:

“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”

The invitation sounds almost identical.

That means discernment cannot be based merely on the fact that a door
opened.

Not every opportunity is God's opportunity.
Not every invitation deserves acceptance.
Not every relationship deserves access.
Not every thought deserves agreement.

This is why Proverbs 4:7 tells us to get wisdom.

We need wisdom to determine which invitation deserves our response.

Teaching Point 4: Wisdom Requires Us to
Forsake Something

Proverbs 9:6 says:

“Forsake foolishness and live, And go in the way of understanding.”
That word forsake matters.

Sometimes wisdom does not simply tell us what to add. Wisdom tells us
what must go.

There may be:

. Habits we must forsake.



Relationships we must reevaluate.
Attitudes we must surrender.
. Patterns we must break.
*  Ways of thinking we must change.
We cannot continually respond to Folly's invitation and expect Wisdom's
destination.

Sometimes the cycle breaks when we finally decide:

“l am not answering that voice anymore.”

Teaching Point 5: Every Voice Is Taking You
Somewhere

Wisdom and Folly both offer something, but Proverbs reveals what their
invitations eventually produce.

Wisdom says:
“Forsake foolishness and live.”

Folly's invitation appears desirable, but Proverbs 9 ends by exposing what the
guest does not realize: the path leads toward death.

The real question, then, is not merely:
“Does this voice sound good?”

The better question is:

“Where will this voice take me?”

Wisdom teaches us to look beyond the invitation and examine the
destination.



The Choice

Every day we decide which voice receives authority in our lives.

Familiarity can make foolishness sound normal. Repetition can make
destructive patterns feel comfortable. And if we keep responding to the same
voice, we should not be surprised when we keep producing the same choices.

But wisdom gives us another option.

Wisdom interrupts the cycle.

Wisdom says:

You do not have to keep doing what you have always done.

You can hear differently.

You can think differently.

You can choose differently.

You can walk differently.

And eventually, you can arrive somewhere different.

Personal Application

This week, pay attention to the voices influencing your decisions. Before
responding to an impulse, opinion, invitation, relationship, or familiar pattern,
ask yourself three questions:

What is this voice asking me to do?
What will following this voice produce?
Where will this choice eventually take me?

Then pray for the wisdom to respond according to God's Word rather than
according to what is merely loud, familiar, attractive, or convenient.



Discussion / Reflection Questions

1. Why do you think Proverbs describes Wisdom and Folly as two
competing voices?

2.  Where have you seen that being loud or confident does not necessarily
mean being wise?

3. Whyis it significant that Wisdom and Folly make almost the same
invitation in Proverbs 9:4 and 9:16?

4. Have you ever mistaken an opportunity or open door for something you
automatically needed to pursue?

5. What is something wisdom may be asking you to forsake in this
season?

6. What recurring choice in your life may be connected to a recurring
voice you have been listening to?

7. Before making an important decision, how can you evaluate its
eventual destination rather than just its immediate benefit?

8.  What would practically change this week if wisdom truly became a
priority in your life?

Prayer Focus

Father, give us wisdom.

Teach us to recognize Your voice above every competing voice. Give us
discernment when Wisdom and Folly appear to offer similar invitations.

Show us where foolish thinking, unhealthy patterns, wrong influences, or
destructive habits have been shaping our choices. Give us courage to forsake
what must be left behind.

Help us stop answering voices that keep leading us back into the same
destructive cycles.

Teach us to choose what builds instead of what destroys, what produces life
instead of what merely satisfies for a moment, and what agrees with Your
Word instead of what simply sounds convincing.

May wisdom become a priority in our lives, and may the choices we make
today lead us toward the life You desire for us.

In Jesus' name, Amen.



