
Title: Living By Faith, Not By Performance 

Main Scripture: Galatians 3:9-12 

Supporting Scriptures: 
Deuteronomy 27:26 
Habakkuk 2:4 
James 2:10 
John 13:35 
Philippians 1:21 
Psalm 119:105 
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 
1 Peter 1:16 
Galatians 5:22-23 
Mark 10:45 
Matthew 6:33 

Key Thought 

The Christian life is not built on rule-keeping, religious performance, or human effort. It 
begins by faith in Jesus Christ, and it continues by faith in the God who saves, strengthens, 
and transforms us. 

Big Idea 

We cannot earn righteousness by keeping the law because God’s standard is perfection. 
Through Christ, we receive what our efforts could never achieve, and by faith, we live a life 
that reflects His character daily. 

Core Points 

1. Rule-Keeping Cannot Save Us 

Some people believe eternal life can be earned by following a list of rules, regulations, do’s, 
and don’ts. But Scripture teaches that relying on the works of the law places a person under a 
curse because no one can obey God’s law perfectly. 

Reflection: 
Where am I tempted to measure my relationship with God by my performance instead of by 
faith in Christ? 

2. God’s Standard Is Perfection 

Deuteronomy 27:26 reminds us that the law requires complete obedience. James 2:10 
teaches that stumbling at one point makes us guilty of breaking the whole law. Even on our 
best days, we fall short of God’s perfect standard. 



Reflection: 
How does understanding God’s standard help me appreciate the grace of Jesus more 
deeply? 

3. The Righteous Live By Faith 

Habakkuk 2:4 declares that “the just shall live by his faith.” Faith is not only how we begin the 
Christian life. Faith is how we continue to walk with God, grow spiritually, and become more 
like Christ. 

Reflection: 
What does it look like for me to live by faith in my decisions, relationships, and daily 
responsibilities? 

4. Salvation Is More Than Forgiveness 

Through Christ, we do not simply have our slate wiped clean. We are made righteous in God’s 
sight because of Jesus. Salvation includes forgiveness, new identity, spiritual transformation, 
and eternal security in Him. 

Reflection: 
How would my life change if I lived more confidently from my identity in Christ instead of 
trying to prove myself? 

5. A Christian Lifestyle Reflects Jesus Daily 

Christian living is more than attending church or knowing Bible verses. It is a daily way of life 
that reflects the character of Jesus in our heart, attitude, relationships, and actions. 

A Christian lifestyle includes: 

Walking in love 
Living centered on Christ 
Living by God’s Word 
Developing prayer and worship 
Pursuing holiness 
Producing spiritual fruit 
Serving others 
Living with eternal purpose 

Reflection: 
Which area of my Christian lifestyle needs the most attention right now? 



Application Questions 

1. What am I currently living by for meaning, confidence, and identity? 
2. If I lost that thing, would I feel like I had no life left? 
3. Where have I been relying on human effort rather than on faith in Christ? 
4. How can I practice living by faith this week? 
5. What sinful cycle, mindset, or pattern do I need God to help me break? 
6. How can my life better reflect Jesus in my attitude, relationships, and actions? 

Weekly Challenge 

This week, identify one area where you have been striving, performing, or trying to prove 
yourself. Surrender that area to God in prayer, find a Scripture that speaks to it, and choose to 
live by faith instead of fear, pressure, or performance. 

Prayer Focus 

Lord, help me stop relying on my own effort, performance, and ability to make myself right 
before You. Thank You for saving me through faith in Jesus Christ. Teach me to live by faith 
every day, to trust Your grace, and to reflect the character of Jesus in my heart, attitude, 
relationships, and actions. Help me break every cycle of striving and live with confidence in 
what Christ has already done. Amen. 


