Message Title:

Breaking the Cycle of Following the Wrong Voices
Main Scripture:

John 10:1-10

Key Thought:

Many people remain trapped in destructive cycles because they continue
giving authority to destructive voices. Freedom begins when we learn to
recognize, trust, and obey the voice of Jesus, our Good Shepherd.

Big Idea

You cannot consistently listen to lies and expect to live in freedom.
Freedom begins when faith becomes louder than fear.

Supporting Scriptures

. Psalm 100:3

. Isaiah 53:6

. Romans 10:14-15
. Matthew 23:2-4

. Hebrews 5:4

e Jeremiah 23:1-4

e Jeremiah 3:15

. Ezekiel 34:1-3, 24-27
e 1Samuel 87

e 1Samuel 17:34-37
e John10:14-15

. Psalm 139:15-16

. Proverbs 1:20-21

e 2Timothy 316



MESSAGE OVERVIEW

Voices constantly compete for our attention. The voice of fear tells us we will
never make it. Shame reminds us of our failures. Worry convinces us that
everything is about to fall apart. The enemy whispers that God has forgotten
us, and our flesh often speaks louder than our faith.

Jesus offers a different voice.

He describes Himself as the Shepherd who enters through the right door,
knows His sheep personally, calls them by name, leads them safely, protects
them from danger, and gives them abundant life.

Following Jesus is more than observing religious rules. Christianity is a living
relationship with the Shepherd who knows us completely and loves us
personally.

CORE POINT 1: TRUE SHEPHERDS
COME THROUGH THE RIGHT DOOR

John 10:1-3

The true shepherd does not sneak into the sheepfold or climb over the wall.
He enters through the authorized gate because he has legitimate
responsibility for the flock.

Jesus contrasted Himself with thieves and robbers. A thief steals secretly,
while a robber takes openly and violently. Neither belongs to the flock, and
neither has the sheep's well-being at heart.

False voices enter our lives for their own benefit. They promise satisfaction but
leave us empty. They promise freedom but produce bondage. They promise
life without repentance, heaven without holiness, and fulfillment without
surrender.

Three marks of a true shepherd:
1. He entersthrough the proper gate.

2. He has been called and sent by God.
3. He cares for the well-being of the sheep.



Jesus was not self-appointed. He was sent by the Father. His words, miracles,
character, sacrifice, and resurrection confirmed His identity.

Truth to Remember

Not every person who speaks with confidence has spiritual authority. Not
every voice that sounds persuasive has been sent by God.

CORE POINT 2: THE SHEPHERD
KNOWS HIS SHEEP

John 10:3, 14-15
Jesus does not merely address a crowd. He calls His sheep by name.

His knowledge of us is personal, complete, and intimate. He knows our past
failures, present struggles, hidden wounds, unrealized longings, personalities,
weaknesses, and potential.

Before anyone else knew you, He knew you. Before anyone else loved you, He
loved you. Before anyone called your name, heaven already knew it.

Jesus knows everything about us and still chooses to call us His own.
Truth to Remember
Your failures may describe part of your history, but they do not determine

your identity. The Shepherd knows your entire story and still calls you by
name.

CORE POINT 3: THE SHEEP
RECOGNIZE THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE

Sheep learn the voice of their shepherd through repeated exposure,
relationship, and trust. In the same way, believers learn to recognize the voice
of Jesus by spending time in His Word and walking closely with Him.

There are many voices speaking today:



The voice of fear says:

“You will never recover.”

Jesus says:

“My grace is sufficient for you.”

The voice of shame says:

“You will always be your past.”

Jesus says:

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
The voice of worry says:

“What if everything falls apart?”
Jesus says:

“Let not your heart be troubled.”

The voice of the enemy says:
“God is finished with you.”

Jesus says:

“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Truth to Remember

The presence of competing voices does not mean God has stopped speaking.
It means we must become more intentional about recognizing His voice.



CORE POINT 4: SCRIPTURE TRAINS
US TO RECOGNIZE HIS VOICE

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is inspired by God. Because Jesus is God, Scripture reveals His
nature, character, heart, will, and truth.

The sheep of Jesus should be marked by a desire to:

Read the Bible
* Hear the Bible taught
Understand the Bible
* Obey what the Bible says
. Measure every other voice against Scripture
God’s voice will never contradict God’s Word.

The more familiar we become with Scripture, the easier it becomes to identify
voices that are false, destructive, manipulative, or contrary to the character of
Christ.

Truth to Remember

You cannot recognize a counterfeit voice without becoming familiar with the
authentic voice.

CORE POINT 5: THE SHEPHERD
LEADS US INTO ABUNDANT LIFE

John 10:9-10
Jesus is both the door and the Shepherd.

He is the door through which we enter salvation, and He is the Shepherd who
leads, protects, restores, and provides for us after we enter.

David risked his life to rescue sheep from lions and bears, but Jesus went
further. He willingly gave His life on the cross for His sheep.



The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but Jesus comes to give life in its
fullest measure.

Abundant life does not mean the absence of trouble. It means living under
the leadership, protection, presence, provision, and purpose of the Good
Shepherd.

BREAKING THE CYCLE

Some people remain trapped, not because God is unwilling to deliver them,
but because they have learned to trust voices that keep them bound.

Cycles of addiction, bitterness, fear, anxiety, pride, broken relationships, and
spiritual complacency often begin when the wrong voice is given authority.

Breaking the cycle requires more than rejecting a bad habit. It requires
changing which voice leads your life.

You cannot consistently listen to lies and expect to live in freedom.

Freedom begins when faith becomes louder than fear.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1.  Which voice has been speaking most loudly in my life recently?

2. Isthat voice leading me toward faith, obedience, peace, and Christ, or
toward fear, shame, confusion, and isolation?

3.  What destructive cycle may be connected to a voice | have believed?

4. How does the voice | am hearing compare with the written Word of
God?

5. Am Il regularly reading Scripture and hearing it taught, or am |
expecting to recognize God's voice without becoming familiar with His
Word?

6. Have | allowed someone to have spiritual influence in my life without
examining their character, calling, fruit, and faithfulness to Scripture?

7.  What truth from Jesus must become louder than the lie | have
believed?

8. What step of obedience is the Shepherd calling me to take?



PERSONAL APPLICATION

Identify the Voice

Write down the message that fear, shame, worry, temptation, or the enemy
has repeatedly spoken to you.

Examine the Voice

Ask whether this message agrees with Scripture and reflects the character of
Jesus.

Replace the Lie

Find a biblical truth that directly confronts the false message.

Repeat the Truth

Read it, speak it, pray it, and return to it whenever the destructive voice
resurfaces.

Follow the Shepherd

Take the practical step of obedience Jesus is placing before you.

WEEKLY CHALLENGE

Choose one destructive statement that has repeatedly influenced your
thoughts or actions.

Write it down, then write a scriptural truth beside it that answers the lie. Read
that truth aloud every morning this week and ask God to train your heart to
recognize His voice more clearly.



PRAYER FOCUS

Father, thank You for sending Jesus as our Good Shepherd. Forgive us for
giving authority to voices that have kept us trapped in fear, shame, worry,
pride, addiction, bitterness, and complacency.

Teach us to recognize the voice of Jesus. Give us a hunger for Your Word and
discernment to reject every voice that contradicts Your truth. Let faith
become louder than fear, truth become louder than shame, and the voice of
our Shepherd become louder than every lie.

Lead us out of destructive cycles and into the abundant life You have
prepared for us. In Jesus' name, amen.



