Title

The Reconciliation of the Saints
Main Scripture

Matthew 5:23-24

Key Thought

God is not only concerned with the gift we bring to the altar. He is also concerned with the
condition of the heart and the relationships we bring with us.

Big Idea

True worship requires a willingness to pursue reconciliation. When God makes us aware of
unresolved division, offense, or hurt, spiritual maturity calls us to humble ourselves, take
initiative, and make peace wherever possible.

Supporting Scriptures

. Genesis 4:4-7

e Jeremiah 6:20

. Amos 5:21-24

. Matthew 18:15-17

* Galatians 61

. Mark 11:25-26

. Romans 12:18

. Deuteronomy 16:17

Core Points

1. Reconciliation Begins With Awareness

Jesus says that when we remember someone has something against us, we must respond.
Conviction is not condemnation. It is God giving us an opportunity to address what has been
broken.

Sometimes God reminds us of conversations left unresolved, wounds we caused, people we
hurt, or bitterness we continue to carry. Spiritual maturity does not pretend nothing
happened. It acknowledges, “I| need to make this right.”



2. Reconciliation Requires Initiative

Jesus does not tell the worshipper to wait until the offended person comes forward. He says,
“Go.” Kingdom maturity values peace more than pride.

Waiting for someone else to make the first move may protect our ego, but it can also prolong
pain. Humility is willing to take the first step toward healing.

3. Unresolved Division Affects Worship

Jesus teaches that the gift should be left at the altar until reconciliation is pursued. This
reveals how seriously God takes broken fellowship among His people.

Songs, offerings, service, and outward expressions of worship cannot replace obedience. God
wants more than religious activity. He desires hearts that are right before Him and willing to
be restored to one another.

4. Reconciliation Is Not Optional for the Mature Believer

There are moments when followers of Christ must go to one another: when we have wronged
someone, when someone has sinned against us, or when we see a fellow believer overtaken
in a fault.

The goal is not embarrassment, retaliation, or proving who is right. The goal is
restoration, pursued with truth, humility, and gentleness.

5. Reconciliation Breaks Cycles

Many painful cycles continue because no one is willing to reconcile. Families stop speaking.
Marriages remain wounded. Siblings remain divided. Church hurt continues unresolved.

But through obedience and humility, reconciliation can interrupt years of hurt. One healed
conversation can stop a cycle from passing into another generation. Sometimes the greatest
breakthrough is not in shouting, but in restoring.

Reflection Questions

Has God brought a particular relationship or unresolved situation to your attention?
Is pride, fear, hurt, or anger keeping you from pursuing peace?

Have you been trying to worship around an issue that God is calling you to address?
What cycle of division could be broken through one act of humility and obedience?
How can you pursue reconciliation with both truth and gentleness?
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Personal Application

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any unresolved offense, hurt, bitterness, or wrongdoing that
needs to be addressed. Where reconciliation is possible and wise, take a humble step toward
peace. This may require an apology, a conversation, forgiveness, accountability, or prayerful
restoration.

Do not allow pride to keep alive what humility can heal.
Prayer Focus

Father, search my heart and reveal every place where hurt, pride, bitterness, or unresolved
conflict has affected my relationship with You and with others. Give me the courage to
pursue peace, the humility to make things right, and the grace to forgive as You have forgiven
me. Heal broken relationships, restore fellowship among Your people, and use reconciliation
to break cycles in our families, our church, and our community. In Jesus’ name, amen.



