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WARM-UP QUESTION: 
What does your name came from or mean? 
 
 
 
 
“Prayers in Toxic Places” -  (1 Samuel  1: 12-18) 
Hannah shows honesty, humility and persistence in her prayers. Which habit is the hardest to maintain and why? 
 
 
 
 
“Products of God’s Grace in a Toxic Place ” -  (1 Samuel 1:19-28) 
God’s Grace in Hannah’s life produced peace, strength, obedience, generosity, and praise. What other products of grace 
have you seen in people, either in scripture or in real life? Which one is most attractive to you? Challenging? 
 
 
 
 
“Legacy of Grace” - (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
Hannah’s story impacted her son and future generations. What stories of grace in the people around you encourage you? 
What ways has God been able to use you to encourage others? 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION: 
Hannah was able to experience peace from God’s Grace before she ever got pregnant. She was satisfied with God instead 
of wanting a gift. Are you still depending on God to give you a certain answer to your prayers, or are you surrendering to 
Him? 



God’s Grace in A Toxic Place- Part 2 

1 Samuel 1:12- 2:10 

Intro 

Good morning! So proud of each and everyone of you who are taking the time to be 
here in person, or in the courtyard or online. It’s not easy on time change Sunday. And 
what a week we had with the storms that had hail: pretty exciting stuff! And my 
neighborhood was full of boys throwing snowballs for a quick minute. Kids are fun. But 
they also feel the need to pray in toxic situations, at least they think so. 

KID PRAYERS- isn’t that dog classic! Here some others. 

Dear God: Please send a new baby for Mommy. The new baby you sent last week cries 
too much. - Debie, 7 Dear God: Who did you make smarter? Boys or girls? My sister 
and I want to know.- Norma, 8 Dear God: This is my prayer. Could you please give my 
brother some brains. So far he doesn't have any. Hank, 7 Dear God: Please bring me a 
new brother. The one I got socks me all the time. - Agnes, 6 Dear God: Please help me 
is school. I need help in spelling, adding, history, geography and writing. I don't need 
help in anything else. - Susan, 9 Dear God: I need a raise in my allowance. Could you 
have one of your angels tell my father. Thank you. 

Cute, but today I want to continue are look at Hannah’s experience of God’s Grace in a 
Toxic Place and how she Prays in a Toxic Place, The Products of God’s Grace, and the 
Legacy of God’s Grace. 

Let’s Pray 

1 Samuel 1: 12-18 
12 As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was 
speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli 
took her to be a drunken woman. 14 And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being 
drunk? Put your wine away from you.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a 
woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been 
pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless 
woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 
vexation.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition 
that you have made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” 
Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 

RECAP 

Last week we looked at the toxic mess that Elkanah, Peninnah and Hannah were in with 
this polygamous relationship and the bullying and shame Hannah was experiencing. 
And we ended looking at Hannah taking the step of faith to go to the temple and pray, 
despite all the rejection and ridicule she had experienced in her home and community.  



So what do we learn about prayer in toxic places in this passage? Now, let me be clear 
up front: if you are looking for a way to pray to get what you want, to change your 
situation, that’s not what I’ll be sharing. Prayer is about connecting and becoming more 
like God, not controlling or making God do what we want. But I see 3 principles here. 
I’m sure there are others in scripture, but the 3 in Hannah’s story are Honesty, Humility, 
and Persistence. 

HONESTY 

We already mentioned this last week, but Hannah is very open to God about her pain 
and suffering. She is emotional, she doesn’t hold back. And here we see that again. 
She’s so emotional and focused on God Eli thinks she’s drunk. And she responds to 
Eli’s accusation with “I’ve been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.” She 
doesn’t say: I’m a good person, married to Elkanah, we have that big house in Ramah. 
She doesn’t use her wealth or connection, but her problem and situation to explain 
herself, both to God and to Eli. That’s transparency. She’s showing honesty, and also 

HUMILITY 

Scripture is full of references to the importance of humility: God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble is mentioned a few times. In Luke 18, Jesus once told a 
whole story about how there was a tax collector and a pharisee who both went to the 
temple. The pharisee basically bragged in his prayer, disguised as giving thanks, for all 
the great qualities he had and how he wasn’t like this tax collector. But the tax collector 
bows his head, beats his chest and just says “Have mercy on me Oh God, a sinner.” 
And Jesus ended the story asking, who do you think was heard?” And we all know it 
was the humble, broken tax collector, who is not much different than Hannah. Bad 
reputation in the community, looked down on. Hannah doesn’t put on a show or claim 
she deserves anything. And here’s the thing about humility, it’s not something you can 
fake, at least with God. That’s a great principal to follow in prayer: you can’t fool God. 
But being humble, having an honest view of ourselves in light of who God is, is 
important in our prayers. But don’t mistake humility with giving up.  

My youngest son loves to ask questions. His curious and likes to discuss things. And 
he’ll ask all kinds since we’re around each other a lot lately. Who’s the best power 
forward in the NBA Dad? Which quarterback is going to go to the Hall of Fame? What 
do you think will happen next with WandaVision? You know, the important stuff of life. 
But sometimes he asks me a question and before I can respond he leaves the room to 
go shoot hoops or turn on the Playstation. Which says to me, either it’s not that 
important to him, or he’d rather find out from Siri or Google. 

I think it’s similar with God. I don’t think God withholds from us or makes us prove 
ourselves, because we all fall short and we can’t earn anything. But He knows when we 
are truly seeking him in prayer and when we’re just talking out loud. He knows when he 
really want His answer, waiting on him, and when we’re quick to rush to some other 
source for advice or to get what we want when we want it.  



PERSISTENCE 

Persistence is another habit that scripture regularly highlights. Hannah made the choice 
to go back to the temple for her own time with God, and prays and prays. You know, 
Luke 18 has another parable about prayer. Jesus tells of a widow who kept coming to 
an unrighteous judge, a man he described as neither respecting God or another person. 
Yet he eventually heard this women and granted her justice because of her persistence. 
Now God isn’t a messed up judge, so how much more will he be willing to hear our plea 
and give out justice? But remember, God decides what is just, not us. We need to let 
Him be in charge, be the judge, and make the decision. But persistence shows respect 
because we aren’t going somewhere else, we honor God with not giving up on Him. 

And Hannah also shows persistence in staying at the temple despite the ignorant 
comment by Eli, who basically is saying, “are you drunk? Get yourself together woman!” 
On a side note, I wish more people showed this kind of commitment in going to church 
even when they’ve been hurt my immature religious people. As a pastor’s kid, I’ve have 
more than my fair share of scars from church people, so I know something of that kind 
of pain. But like Peter in John 6:68, when Jesus asked him and other disciples if they 
were going to leave too because of some tough stuff he said, Peter responded and I do 
as well by saying “But where would I go, who else has the words of life?” I don’t believe 
we wear down God or make Him give in, I more believe our persistence is part of 
showing God we trust Him and see Him as the source of life, like Hannah does here. 

So those are some habits of prayer in toxic places that we see. But what does God’s 
Grace produce in Toxic Places? Let’s see what we can learn from more of her story. 

1 Samuel 1: 19-28 

19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back 
to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and 
the LORD remembered her. 20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and 
she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the LORD.” 21 The 
man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and to 
pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the 
child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD and 
dwell there forever.” 23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; 
wait until you have weaned him; only, may the LORD establish his word.” So the woman 
remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 And when she had weaned 
him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a 
skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was 
young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26 And she 
said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your 
presence, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me 
my petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as he 
lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there. 



PEACE 

Eli tells Hannah Go in Peace, or shalom, which is more than a state of calm or no 
conflict, which is like how the hippies use it. This is deeper, a sense that all is good in 
the world and God is in control. And Hannah experiences that, before she ever gets 
pregnant. It says She ate, and her face was no longer sad. That kind of peace is proof 
when you are satisfied with God and have surrendered to him. If Hannah was still 
dependent on getting a son, she wouldn’t have any peace until she gave birth. But that’s 
not the case, she has peace before then. It’s that peace that passes all understanding, 
because she’s still in a weird marriage, without a kid, rejected in her community, but she 
has peace. One sign that we are knowing and experiencing God’s grace is that we have 
that peace inside, even though outside nothing has changed. 

STRENGTH 

Many people during the pandemic have turned to house plants. And many have learned 
some plants whither really quickly under heat or lack of water, while others are able to 
withstand increased temperatures and stress. When we drink from the well of God’s 
grace, we’ll have strength to endure, even if tough times stay difficult. Because Hannah 
has met with God and experienced His Grace, she finds a strength to answer her 
accusers. Like I said, Eli attacks her, falsely accusing her of being hammered. Hannah 
says, don’t say that, I’m not worthless! You see how already her identity is 
strengthening to knowing she is loved and valued. While she is emotional, she isn’t 
crushed. Just because we had this powerful moment with God doesn’t mean we won’t 
be attacked again, and for Hannah it happens immediately. But Hannah has 
experienced God’s grace in a way that enables her to withstand attacks. 

Notice how Hannah doesn’t leave this toxic situation but goes back it, back home, with 
Elkanah and Peninnah. And she even has a date night with Elkanah and bodabing-
bodaboom, she’s pregnant. But she’s still in this polygamous relationship. Obviously, 
her rival Peninnah can’t attack her for being barren, but I’m sure it still wasn’t easy in 
that house after years of bullying. Sometimes God doesn’t remove our enemies or 
remove us. His grace enables us to endure, to live in that toxic tension. That’s why if 
you’re in a toxic place and you are seeking God, don’t be quick to assume God wants 
you to move on. When the demon possessed man who had been rejected and shunned 
by his village asked if he could go with Jesus after he was healed, Jesus told him no 
and to stay. When people asked Paul if they should divorce their unbelieving spouses in 
1 Corinthians, he says by remaining with them they may be able to powerfully witness to 
them. I’m not saying you stay every single time, there are other times where God does 
command people to leave. My point is that we shouldn’t assume one way or the other. 
God has His timing, we should trust that his strength is sufficient for however long we 
must stay in the toxic mess. That shows we’re willing to let Him lead. 

OBEDIENCE 



Letting God lead means we’re obedient. Hannah tells her husband she’s going to follow 
through on her plans by saying“…so that he may appear in the presence of the Lord 
and dwell there.” That’s amazing, a woman who has waited for years for a son, been 
made fun of for not having one, and now is holding this cute little boy in her arms, is still 
willing to give him back like she promised. All you mommas in the room know how hard 
that must have been. And she doesn’t even delay, saying God, let’s wait until he’s 7, 
until he’s 13, until he’s 37! How many of us have failed at this. We made a promise to 
God but then delay and avoid, or outright ignore our vow. And Hannah had plenty of 
time to come up with all kinds of excuses as she’s nursing Samuel, sitting there, staring 
into his eyes and singing songs. But she takes captive those thoughts of backing out 
and follows through on her promise. One commentator points out Hannah is the first 
women recorded in the old testament that makes a vow and fulfills it. I’m sure there 
were others in history, but this is the first one we read. But when you’ve truly 
experienced God’s grace in a personal way, you find it easier to obey Him. 

GENEROUS 

Not only does Hannah follow through, but she’s generous as she obeys. She is not 
reluctant, but a cheerful giver as it says in 2 Corinthians 9. When Samuel is brought to 
the temple she and her husband give “…a 3-year old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin 
of wine.” That’s quite the feast, a lot of wealth is shown in this agrarian society. That’s 
why we say they probably were wealthy.  

Hannah here is saying no to one of the most dangerous attitudes our society struggles 
with: entitlement. She doesn’t say well, since I’m obeying God, I don’t need to give 
tithes. Since I’m following through, I don’t have to give any extra. I deserve to keep 
these things. “I deserve” I challenge you to remove that from your vocabulary. Seriously, 
make it like a cuss word. Hannah doesn’t show she feels she deserves any of this, she 
wants to celebrate the goodness of God and what he has done.  

I’m going to be mean right now. I’m going to ask you some tough questions, a litmus 
test if you will of whether you struggle with entitlement. 

How do you react when you receive an unexpected gift or money? Do you think, “about 
time” and plan how you’re going to spend it on yourself? Or do you think, wow, I don’t 
deserve this, and think of ways to bless others? And don’t tell me you’ve never had that 
happen, many of us have this past year. Stimulus check anyone? Ouch, I know, I told 
you it was mean. 

Another mean question: How do you react when you hear or see someone experiencing 
good things? Do you get happy for them? Or do you get jealous or think they don’t 
deserve that. Remember, jealousy creates more toxicity in our relationships. And with 
social media constantly reminding us of good things in other people’s lives, we have to 
choose to say no to jealousy, FOMO, and say yes to grace and be thankful for others. 

PRAISE 



One more product of grace in a toxic place is that Hannah praises God. Our worship, 
true worship, in toxic places are signs that God has met us there. Paul and Silas singing 
in prison, David writing Psalms while hiding in the desert. Christian leaders in the Civil 
Rights movement singing hymns while marching against racism. Hannah gives credit to 
God and says “The Lord has granted me my petition…” She wants him to get to the 
glory.  

One more thing, those products of God’s Grace in the toxic places in our lives aren’t just 
for us. They are to be shared, to add to God’s legacy in our families and our community. 
Hannah shows this in her prayer, which I would like to read. 

1 Samuel 2: 1-10 

And Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the LORD; 
    my horn is exalted in the LORD. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
    because I rejoice in your salvation. 
2 “There is none holy like the LORD: 
    for there is none besides you; 
    there is no rock like our God. 
3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
    let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 
    and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
    but the feeble bind on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
    but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger. 
The barren has borne seven, 
    but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; 
    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
    he brings low and he exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 
    he lifts the needy from the ash heap 
to make them sit with princes 
    and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD's, 
    and on them he has set the world. 
9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
    but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 
    for not by might shall a man prevail. 
10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 



    against them he will thunder in heaven. 
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
    he will give strength to his king 
    and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 
 

Legacy of Grace 

Have any of you seen the old 80s movie the Gods Must Be Crazy? The movie about the 
bushman of the Kalahari. There is a man named Mario Mahongo, a Xu bushman. He 
longs for his people to rediscover some of their spirit. But the problem is they’ve lost 
their stories. “A lot of our culture” he says “is lost in our lives – the old stories that were 
told by mothers and fathers who would go into the bush and then return to tell the others 
what they had seen. The problem is that now no one goes out and does anything, so we 
have no stories to tell our children. We have nothing to pass on.” 

How did this story get in scripture? Seriously, think about it? How did all these intimate 
details get here? Hannah must’ve shared it. And who most likely did she tell who made 
sure it was recorded: Samuel. It would be only natural: Mom, why did you name me 
Samuel? Well son, it means heard by God. When did God hear you? Well, let me tell 
you the story of your birth…. And she told him about the gunk as well as the gift. 
People, we need to not be so sugar coated in our stories of God’s grace. Our co-
workers want to know the real truth, be honest with them. Parents, be honest with your 
kids about your story. Obviously, use wisdom, but kids appreciate it when you’re real 
with them, especially as they enter their teenage years.. It shows that strength, peace, 
honesty and humility we talked about. And your story, your testimony, is something God 
can use to impact future generations. 

You know what’s cool about Hannah’s prayer. It’s the last recorded prayer of a woman 
in the old testament. And it ends with this special phrase in verse 10, His anointed. 
She’s talking about a future king who will judge the ends of the earth and then calls him 
His anointed. Do you know what phrase that is in the Hebrew? Messiah. Hannah is 
foretelling, prophesying that God will send Messiah. She is the very first person, man or 
woman, in scripture to use that specific word, that specific title. God is pointing to Jesus 
through her. 

And you know what’s cool?! The next time we have a prayer of woman recorded in 
scripture, it’s also being sung by a mom who has a miraculous pregnancy, it’s a young 
girl named Mary. And her prayer has some similar themes to the one we see here. Now 
this is probably going too far, but I like to think it’s almost as if God is orchestrating a 
duet: Hannah sings the first part, setting the stage, and then Mary dramatically comes 
out with her stanzas, and both singing how God’s grace carried them through a toxic 
place to show his glory, to point to Messiah: Jesus! 

And as the worship team comes up, let’s remember, ultimately, that’s the goal of God’s 
Grace in our Toxic Place: to point to Him. Our stories of the legacy of God’s grace gives 



hope to others in toxic places. And God sent his son, Jesus, to our toxic world, and he 
didn’t just clean it, but took on all the toxic sin and was destroyed so that we might be 
clean and restored. But death couldn’t hold him and he was resurrected, proving his 
sacrifice makes it possible for us to be clean. And knowing that, believing that, and 
experiencing that allows us to be free: free to give, free to praise, free to live in 
obedience to Him. And that gives hope to others, both now and in the future. 

Let’s Pray 
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