
 

“BABY JESUS, BOY JESUS” | LUKE 2: 22-52 | PASTOR BRIAN 
 
 
WARM-UP QUESTION: 
What comes to mind when you think of a 12 year old? 
 
 
 
 
“Baby Jesus” (Luke 2: 22-40) 
Joseph and Mary follow the Jewish customs for Jesus’ dedication even though they are poor and can’t bring a big sacrifice. How 
can obeying God while poor be a challenge? A blessing? 
 
 
 
 
Simeon and Anna were patient and faithful to follow God’s lead in their old age and were a part of sharing the good news of Jesus 
to many. How can serving God in old age be a challenge? A blessing? 
 
 
 
 
“Boy Jesus” (Luke 2: 41-52) 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem to be in His Father’s House to be with Him. What does that say about Jesus/God and His 
character? 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION: 
In this passage there are poor people and old people, and a young boy who all are led by God's word and Holy Spirit. Sometimes 
that led to financial sacrifice, or to pray over strangers, or to share the good news, or even panic their parents. All experienced 
times of waiting to see God fulfill His promises. Are you letting God's Word and Holy Spirit lead you? Are you being patient for that 
direction?  
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Luke 2:22-52             1-30-22 

Baby Jesus, Boy Jesus 
I. Slide1 Announce: 

A.Slide2-6 Lar: GS&DC. Men. REAL. Vocational Training. Video.  
B. *We will postpone our Feb Sun Night of Prayer Mtg (next Sun) due to our JM 

Sunday that same day. 
C. Slide7,8 JM11: Our Justice Sunday is next week. 2 keynote speakers. Slide9 

Worskshops. BBQ. Slide10 30 sec Video.  
D.Prayer: 1st Rom.15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

II. Slide11a Intro: Baby Jesus, Boy Jesus 
A.Sometimes with a small child they do something that is indicative of who they are 

and what they’re into, and you start to get a sense of who this child is going to be. 
Slide11b (Zach lil wood guitar as a toddler. Went on to get his degree at Biola in Music) 
1. In the 2nd part of Luke 2 we also get to see some revealing things of who 

Jesus is going to be when He grows up and what He’s into.   
B. Luke provides the only bridge between events connected w/His birth & the account 

of His adult ministry. 

III. Slide12 THE BABY JESUS (22-40) 
A.THE BABY PRESENTATION/DEDICATION (22-24) Part 1 
B. Reading this you might think, I really don’t care about these rituals and customs.  

1. But to the original audience … it mattered.  
2. Who was this Jesus really loyal to? Was He here to fulfill the whole 

Jewish thing, or blow up the whole Jewish thing?     
3. For many there would be a cultural suspicion wondering if His family was 

going to raise Him Jewish (or blow it up?). So Luke goes out of his way to 
show, yep, He was pretty Jewish. 
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C. Slide13 The whole point is that His family did it all right, according to Jewish 

standards. He was absolutely raised in a legitimate Jewish home. 
1. He was circumcised. Mom went through the proper purification. Mom and 

dad went to the temple to make the appropriate presentation/sacrifice. 
2. Mary was poor, thus bringing 2 birds (not able to bring a lamb), but on the 

other hand, she did bring her Lamb later to be sacrificed. 

D.Slide14 SIMEON WAITING & ANNA ANTICIPATING (25-38) Part 2 
E. Part 2 is about 2 blessings from basically two temple rock stars.     

1. If you were around in Jerusalem in 4 BC you definitely would’ve known 
these 2.  

2. They were reputable. They were around longer than anyone can 
remember. They were also both forward looking.  
a) They didn’t give into the negativity & skepticism & the political bitter 

criticism of the age. But instead they had a long view of what God was going 
to do redemptively among their people. Everyone would’ve known where 
Simeon & Anna stood.  

3. So these 2 blessings would’ve meant a lot to those who would recognize 
these 2 names. Also, for Luke’s Gentile audience, a god would normally 
be introduced by some heavenly being from above, or from some oracle/
prophecy (the blessings here).  

F. Slide15a SIMEON WAITING (25-35) 
1. 1st Part of Simeon’s Blessing (29-32) 

a) Salvation is not something that you know but someone that you know, Mine 
eyes have seen salvation. (30) 

b) This baby is God’s little flashlight to the world, to show people their way out 
of darkness. (32) 



3
c) You hear, right from the beginning, that He came not just for the Jews but for 

the Gentiles, for the world. Luke places this right up front. Because if you’re 
not on board with that, then you’re not on board with Jesus. (32) 

2. 2nd Part of Simeon's Blessing (33–35) 
a) Jesus will be so loved and so hated by so many. 
b) For Mary this is going to be a tough go. 

G.ANNA ANTICIPATING (36-38) 
1. We really don’t have what her blessing was, but it seems that she’s 

doubling down on what Simeon said, on who He is and what he has 
come to do. [also note the importance of greeters :) ] 

H.So basically this wasn’t your ordinary basic baby dedication, this one was unique 
and different if you were watching on in that day. 

I. Slide15b I like the encouragement of these 2 older people, not getting to an age 
where they kick into cruise control once life got comfortable. But instead they 
stayed at it.  
1. Would I like about all of these characters in the 1st 2 chapters is … none 

of them had the whole story, but they all spoke to the same thing.  
2. That is: He was from God. He was something special. And somehow He 

is the redemption that was promised for the whole world. And it is going to 
be initiated/fulfilled through Him. 

J. We started with thinking about cute stories about babies … of what they’re going to 
be and what they were going to do later. This is kind of the same thing here! 

IV. Slide16 THE BOY JESUS (39-52) 
A.Here we have just a quick growth montage: From Babyhood to Boyhood.  

From Boyhood to BarMitzvah.   From BarMitzvah to Manhood. 
B. Slide17 FROM BABYHOOD TO BOYHOOD (39,40)  
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1. One main thing we learn, He was raised in a normal Jewish household, 

with normal Jewish parents. That is the context of His upbringing. 
2. Two, He’s called wise. Wisdom isn’t normally what we expect from a kid. 

A child we would call smart, a good reader, he learns quick. But wise? 

C. Slide18 FROM BOYHOOD TO BAR MITZVAH (41-50) Preteen Jesus & the Temple Sleepover 
D.If you’re a parent, you might reluctantly admit to having driven off without your 

child. In the scramble to get on the road, perhaps you forgot to count heads. But 
imagine returning in a panic only to find that your youngster had intentionally 
stayed behind - and showed absolutely no remorse for giving you the scare of a 
lifetime. How would you react? Mary Devoted To God’s Plan, Ch.6 

E. Where did you sneak off to as a kid, that landed you in trouble?     
1. Jesus didn’t get lost, this was a conscience-choice to be where He was. 
2. It's really not a story that Jesus was missing; but it’s more important 

where He went, what He was up to.  
a) It raises questions to who He was and what He was going to do.  

3. Again, what this is all about is to give us a sense to what the future holds 
for Jesus and what He is going to do in the world.  

F. (42,43) The boy Jesus – no longer the child (40). 
1. This is almost like His own Bar mitzvah (though not quite 13 yet).  

a) bar (son) mitzvah (commandment) = i.e. son of the Law. The Jewish coming of 
age/right of passage. [from childhood to adult, no such thing as adolescent yrs]  

b) 13 sounds young to us, but not if you’re planning for it & towards it your 
whole life. We need to figure out how to help our boys to go from boyhood to 
manhood, and our girls from childhood to womanhood. 

2. When Jesus went into the Temple, He went as a Son of the Law. Until 
that time a boy’s father & mother were responsible for him religiously. 
From that time on He assumed responsibility Himself.    
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G.Slide19 (49) Don’t miss this, this is the 1st red letters, the opening line of what 

Jesus has to say. The only place where we have 12 yr old Jesus talking.  
1. It explains who He was, His role He was going to play, & foreshadows 

the future theologically. Look what the boy Jesus knew. He knew 
exactly why His Father had sent him. 

2. 1st see the incarnation (Jesus taking on flesh): Mary, that’s His legit mom, 
but Joseph is … earth dad. So here we have His mom (earthly side) & at 
His Fathers house (heavenly side). So we have human Jesus and God 
Jesus in His 1st words spoken to us.  
a) We also see that he just wanted to hang around with His Father. Remember He 

forever had been in the presence with His Father & the HS (in the most perfect 
relationship ever!), but for the last 12 years, phys separated.  

b) We also note Jesus speaks of His Father: the relationship with His Father,  
His Father’s kingdom, His Father’s Glory, His Father’s plan, more than 
anything else. Yes more than speaking against sinning, or drinking, cussing, doing.  
(1) It’s His whole guiding truth, the most central orienting thing, that will 

inform us of everything that He will be talking about. 
3. Before we quickly read past this and run to the “Important parts” of rules 

on how to live so we can fret about ourselves and inflict it on others, 
then we’ve missed the point.  
a) The point is that Jesus is here as man & as God, to bridge the gap of man and 

God. And doing it motivated by His love for His Father, and willingness to 
participate, even at great cost to Himself, in His plan to Redeem things.   1

H.(50) And they did not understand. 

I. Slide20 FROM BAR MITZVAH TO MANHOOD (51,52) 
J. (52) Jesus increased - the word increased is all we know for His next 18 years.  

 Ten Minute Bible Hour, Matt Whitman1
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1. Jesus increased In wisdom (mental maturity). In stature (physical maturity). 

In favor with God (spiritual maturity). In favor with man (social maturity).  
K.Wow, Jesus waited for 18 more years, while the world was going to hell in a hand 

basket, Jesus actively waited. He lived all His years of development, maintaining 
His fellowship with God & his fellowship with men.  
1. Might God make you wait also? (For a mate? For a job? For an answer? 

To start a ministry?) 
2. Jesus waits 30 years. Can we wait 30 weeks? 30 days? 30 min’s? 30 sec’s? 

L. Keywords: birth, God, glory, growth, Holy Spirit, Jesus, wisdom. 
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