
Galatians 6                         8-24-16
Wounded Warriors

I. Slide1 Announce:
A. Slide2-9 Quick update on Ukraine trip.

II. Slide10 Intro: Wounded Warriors
A. Last chapter…Fruit of the Spirit. The only accurate measuring stick, for individuals & 

for churches.

1. So what is the effect of walking in the spirit in the realm of social relationships?   
2. How do we handle things when a believer blows it? What’s our attitude?   

3. It’s not...waving your boney finger at someone. It’s not...shooting our 
wounded. And yes, there are consequences for someone’s actions. But our 
response?...Is to be an attitude of serving one-another. Building up not 
tearing down. 

4. Becoming the 1st man to climb Mt. Everest proved to be a dangerous 
adventure for Sir Edmund Hillary. After scaling the mountain Hillary lost his 
footing on the way down, but his Sherpa guide, Tenzing Norgay, held the line 
taut and kept Hillary from falling by digging his axe into the ice. Tenzing later 
refused special credit for saving Hillary’s life by saying “Mountain climbers 
always help each other.”  

B. Prayer: Lord, we are a family that has come to know you. Yet a family in which 
everyone of us are broken. Lord, we have some causalities, some wounded. So we come 
to You...a wounded Savior, for a wounded people. 

III. Slide11 RESTORING (1) the fallen
A. Overtaken - caught, or detected, surprised. To overtake by surprise. To overpower before 

one can escape.

1. Which sins? Oh, Any trespass. 
a) Yes, believers can/do sin. And some of these sins are very hurtful to the body of Christ.

B. Gentleness – huh, one of the fruit, remember. 
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1. Example: Light candle (move quick/it blows out). Proceeding too hastily, the 
flame, which has not yet gathered sufficient strength, goes out. 
Remind us, gentleness and moderation is to be observed in our behavior 
towards weak and erring brethren. Carried slowly, & shaded by the hand from 
the air, it won’t be extinguished, but will soon burn brightly. 

C. Have you ever been the recipient of redemptive love?   

1. We’ve all been a bruised reed. We’ve all been a smoldering wick.
a) With just one criticism we so easily could have been broken, or snuffed out.

D. I really believe our response to another’s fall reveals our own walk...whether it is 
spiritual or not.

E. Paul also wants us to remember our own frailties at this time. 

1. Not, “you’ve made your bed, now you’ll lie in it.”

2. Not, “well, that’s the consequences of sin.”
3. Not, “you got yourself into this mess…”
4. And look who is to take the initiative...

a) Some Christians don’t think it is their place to confront anyone about sin.
b) Others feel they have been appointed by God to tell everyone how to live. They 

love the role of Moral Police.
c) So whose role is it? The spiritual. Who are they? (not the sinless/unicorns. not the 

super saints) But those walking in & led by the Spirit (ch.5).

(1) Note, it is not just for church leadership. 
F. Restore – set a fractured bone; mend a fishing net.

1. It is caring healing, mending. Not breaking, tearing, destroying.

2. It is coming w/concern in your voice; compassion in your heart, & care in your words

IV. Slide12 BEARING (2-5) the burdened
A. Slide13 (2) Bear one another’s burdens - The Sequoia trees of California tower as much 

as 300’ above the ground. Strangely, these giants have unusually shallow root systems 
that reach out in all directions to capture the greatest amount of surface moisture. Seldom 
will you see a redwood standing alone because high winds would quickly uproot it. That's 
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why they grow in clusters. Their intertwining roots provide support for one another 
against the storms.

B. (4) Examine - used for testing metals to see whether they are pure.
C. (2 & 5) Contradiction Paul? burden vs. load. 

1. Burden = a crushing weight or load in life.
2. Load = referred to the pack of a soldier.

a) Some burdens are so heavy we need others to help us.

b) Some loads are our own personal responsibilities to carry.
c) Example: Jesus on Golgotha vs. Jesus in Gethsemane. (Angels helped. No one to help)

3. Don’t go the hyper-spiritual route – “I’ll just take my troubles to the Lord!” No, 
sometime He wants to use the hands & backs of others.

4. Burden or Load? Job stress, deep personal loss, relentless struggles w/sin, 
loneliness, physical pain, divorce, abuse, addiction.1 

5. At times we all need someone to: listen to us, to talk to us, touch us, 
encourage us, and even confront us.

D. There is an ancient legend about the creation birds. It tells when God made them, He 
gave them sweet voices & colorful plumage, but he did not provide them with equipment 
for flying. The story goes on that God then laid some beautiful wings on the ground and 
said to the birds take these burdens and bear them. The birds replied, burdens? Oh how 
dreadful. Still Lord, at Your word we will carry them as bravely and cheerfully as we can, 
and they took them up courageously. Then something wonderful happened. The burdens 
begin to grow and attach themselves to their bodies. The birds stretch them out and 
suddenly found that by them they were able to fly. 

1. Our burdens also can be turned into wings that enable us to fly. 

V. Slide14 SHARING (6-10) 
A. (6) Thanks…the Bells have been blessed in all good things. 

1. There is a partnership there. (share = koinonia)
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2. Slide15 Pastor’s aren’t puppets to be controlled by congregations, and 
Congregations aren’t purses to be plucked by pastors. Swindoll

B. (7,8) The "War Cry" carried a story about a tenant farmer who had worked hard for many 
years to improve the production of the land. Then something happened that caused him to 
become very bitter. When it was time to renew his lease, the owner told him he was going 
to sell the farm to his son who was getting married. The tenant made several generous 
offers to buy it himself, hoping the man's decision would be reversed. But it was all in 
vain. As the day drew near for the farmer to vacate his home, his weeks of angry 
brooding finally got the best of him. He gathered seeds from some of the most pesky and 
noxious weeds he could find. Then he spent many hours scattering them on the clean, 
fertile soil of the farm, along with a lot of trash and stones he had collected. To his 
dismay, the very next morning the owner informed him that plans for his son's wedding 
had fallen through, and therefore he would be happy to renew the lease. He couldn't 
understand why the farmer exclaimed in agonizing tones, "Oh, Lord, what a fool I've 
been!" 

1. The lesson is clear: Whatever we sow, we will eventually reap.

2. Each of us by our thoughts, attitudes, words, deeds, and actions is constantly 
planting for a future reaping. 

C. Slide16a 5 Things to remember regarding sowing & reaping:

1. A seed may be sown in secret but the harvest cannot be hidden.  
2. Slide16b Time may pass before the crop ripens, but the harvest never fails.    

a) Impatient people don’t make good farmers.

b) Everybody sooner or later sits down to a banquet of consequences.
3. Slide16c The true nature of the seed we have scattered will surely be revealed.  

a) You can so your wild oats but you will reap a bad harvest.

b) You can’t plant watermelon seeds & expect grapes at harvest.
c) You can’t spend the 1st 6 days of the week sowing wild oats, then go to 

church on Sunday & pray for crop failure.
4. Slide16d The harvest will always be greater than that which is sown.  

a) When you plant an apple tree, you get not only the tree but all the apples 
that tree bears.
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5. Slide16e You can’t do anything about Past Harvests but you can about Future Harvests
D. Slide17 (8) There are 2 fields (flesh field & spirit field)

1. Holy living isn’t as mystical as some try to make it then. It’s simply, which field 
you sowing in?   
a) Plant good seeds, pull weeds, chase off scavenging birds, & destroy ravenous insects.

E. (9) Let us not grow weary while doing good – How many are tired?
F. Slide18 (10) John Wesley's Rule for Christian Living. Do all the good you can, By all the 

means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, At all the times you 
can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can. [Christian History, Vol II, No I.]

VI. Slide19 BOASTING (11-15) in the Cross
A. (11) G. Walter Hansen writes, careful studies of thousands of letters written in Paul’s day 

have led to the discovery that most of the letters exhibit 2 styles of handwriting: a 
refined style of a trained secretary in the body of the letter & a more casual style of the 
author in the conclusion.

1. Large letters – eye problem, or to make an important point (i.e. bold, underline)

B. Slide20 (14) Paul might have gloried in: the life of Christ (as I’m sure he did); the 
resurrection of Christ; the ascension of Christ; or the 2nd advent of Christ…but he 
choose as the highest glory of our holy religion the cross of Christ!!!
1. Spurgeon. The history of His Grace begins earlier & goes on later, but in the middle 

point stands the cross.
2. You’ll either boast in your achievements or in His/the cross.   

C. Slide21 Picture 3 Crosses:    

1. Jesus on the cross. Paul gloried as in nothing else. 
2. This World on the cross. It’s pleasures, honors, treasures, & anything that 

hinders us from full blessing must be executed. 
3. The Believer on the cross. Our self nailed to the tree. 

D. (15) Christianity is primarily an internal matter & not defined by outward appearances. 

VII.Slide22 WALKING (16-18) according to the rule
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A. (16) Note the conditional benediction.

1. Slide23 If they follow this rule (i.e. grace not law. New creation, not 
reformation. Crucifixion not circumcision). Result is peace & mercy.

B. Slide24 (17) Stigmata/Gk. – i.e. brand-marks.

1. Stigmata’s date back to the medieval times, they are marks on a person's 
body resembling the wounds suffered by Jesus Christ in the crucifixion and 
inflicted presumably by a supernatural agency.

2. They appear on: the hands, feet, side, shoulder, chest, or back.

3. Well known examples: Francis of Assisi, Catherine of Sienna, Teresa of Avila, 
& Julian of Norwich. 
a) They have only appeared on R.C. (never Protestants) the church (R.C.) has been 

cautious of embracing these especially for sainthood.

4. Louise Lateau, of Belgium was subjected to a thorough medical examination 
by the Belgian Academy of Medicine, which could not explain the 
phenomenon scientifically.

5. But here? Paul is referring to his actual scars of persecution & suffering. [You 
want marks circumcision, I’ll show you marks...in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received 
forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was 
stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 
deep. 2 Cor.11:23-25
a) Where the Judaizer’s could show an external mark so as to impress God 

ritualistically, Paul simply showed the natural result of true Christian service.
b) Paul was Christ’s slave, dedicated to His Message, His Ministry, & His Mission.
c) Slide25 He was branded to show his allegiance to Christ. 

(1) What marks are written on your soul that reveal Christ?
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