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Psalm 66                 6-15-22 

Invitations 
I. Announce: 

A.Slide1 VBS Volunteers: If you would like to volunteer to serve with us for the week 
of VBS please see Jasmine to get details. We need about 40 volunteers to help lead 
w/our youth helpers.  

II. Slide2 Intro: Invitations 
A.What invitations have you received? What invitations have you missed?    

1. An invitation can be accepted or declined, but it demands a response.  
2. An invitation is a portal. It requires a stepping through.  
3. It’s a doorway with its own gravitational pull, daring you to cross the 

threshold into new frontiers. Within the invitation lies new possibilities 
that did not exist without it. 

B. Jesus was full of Invitations: He starts his ministry collecting disciples by saying 
come and see (where staying?). Then the invitation to come to know him, follow Me. 
And then the invitation to come win others with him (fishers of men). Later the 
invitation to his disciples to come for relief of burdens (come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest). Then adds a promise, whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out. We also have the open invitation to come to His 
communion table. And the final invitation of the Bible, The Spirit and the bride 
say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” Let anyone who is thirsty 
come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life. Rev.22:17  

C. Slide3 Outline: Multiple Invitations: Come and praise. Come and see. Come and 
sacrifice. Come and hear. 
1. This evening, Look for what God does with and for His people, and Look 

for what our response should be. 

III. Slide4 COME AND PRAISE (1-4)   READ 
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A.(1,2) The 1st invitation is to come and praise (shout, sing give praise, say) 

1. Shout = a battle cry to signify victory. Used in 1 Sam.17:20 as Israel was 
leaving the camp to face-off Philistines, they’d shout the war cry. 
a) Here it is used for exuberant worship. (Herman Deutsch, hyperventilated) 

2. What type of praise? glorious/kavod praise, defined further in vs.3. 
B. (3,4) This is missionary zeal - we aren't to praise the Lord by ourselves, we are to 

invite the whole world join us. 
C. Have you lost your Song of praise? Shout for joy to God. Sing the glory of His 

Name. Give him the glorious praise He deserves. 

IV. Slide5a COME AND SEE (5-12)   READ 
A.The 2nd invitation is to come and see the works/deeds of God. 

1. Often today people call the works of God natural law or scientific law.  
2. We try to explain everything, but we can't.  
3. What happens in the 1st 2 heavens (birds fly, space). Or what happens in 

your body. What happens in micro or macro around our planet. This is the 
work of God. 

B. (10-12) Right after the safety & security in vs.9 the psalmist moves into testing. 
God's protection does not rule out the possibility of suffering or affliction. It’s a 
refining process! 

C. You have tried us as silver is tried - where silver is tried by fire, our hearts are tried 
by pain. But in the fire the silver is not damaged, only the dross is removed. 

D.Slide5b Vs.12 is taken from Is.43:2 When you (not if you, assumes you will) pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you.     But the emphasis is on through! 
1. Slide6a Spurgeon said, I owe more to the fire, and the hammer, and the 

file, than to anything else in my Lord's workshop. 
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2. Caution: don’t expect God to open the paths before you come to them …

that’s not how He works. 
a) Neither does He provide help before help is needed. 
b) Neither does He remove obstacles before we reach them. 
c) Neither does He clear many miles of road ahead before us. 

3. Slide6b But He promises to do it step by step. His hand is outstretched. 
a) You cannot have dying grace before your time to die. Right now you fully need 

living grace … you’ll receive dying grace when that time comes.  1

b) When I took over in 1989 our 1st building project’s loan was refused (we only 
had $50,000 to do a $450,000 project/on Adam’s). We prayed and thought it 
was a faith test & we should move forward. We did & right before it ran out 
we got the loan. 

E. Slide6c The main end of our life is not to do, but to become. 
1. The reason God tries us and tests us is to prove us.  

a) He's not proving anything to Himself, as He knows us from top to bottom. 
Instead, He's proving something to us. 

2. Slide6d Paul Tripp says, God will take us where we don’t want to go to 
produce in us what we couldn’t achieve on our own. It’s called 
uncomfortable grace. 

F. Slide6e So He brings us through, He brings us into … ultimately to bring us out to a 
place of abundance. (lit. to a place where there are more than enough resources) 
1. We are enriched through difficulties. Abundance is more meaningful after 

affliction.  
G.Are you looking for it? Come and see the works of God, it will restore your song. 

His works reveal His greatness and His love. 

V. Slide7 COME AND SACRIFICE (13-15)  READ 
A.The 3rd invitation is to come and sacrifice.  

 J.R.M., Streams in the Desert, pg.20.1
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1. The switch from corporate to individual worship. 

B. A lot of times we make promises to God when we're in the furnace of suffering.  
1. But do you keep those promises afterwards?  
2. When the test is over do you praise God for what you learned?    

VI.Slide8a COME AND HEAR (16-20)   READ 
A.The 4th invitation is to come and hear. 
B. Worship should lead to witness to the glory of God. The Psalmist says come and 

hear my testimony. Look what He's done for my soul. 
C. (18) If I had cherished iniquity in my heart (If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, NLT). 

1. The psalmist says if he had been living an unrepentant, sinful life, or 
desired sin, then God would not have heard him.  
Slide8b Prov.28:9 If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer is an abomination.  

2. However, because he was innocent, God heard his cries and delivered 
him. 

D.(20) God showed His faithful, covenantal love (chesed) by hearing his prayer and 
responding to it. 

E. Keywords: glory, joy, sin. 


