
 
 
CMPC Sermon Notes ♦ Series: The Future is as Bright as the Promises of God  
Text: John 3.16 ♦ Message: “Amazing Love” 
 
The Inevitability of God’s Love, I John 4.8 

• God IS love 
• Love requires an object; hence, an argument for the Trinity 
• Love discloses God’s glory, Exodus 34.6-7 
• The overflow of love 
• God’s love for us, Deuteronomy 7.6-8; Ephesians 2.4-5 

 
The Immensity of God’s love, Psalm 103.11 

• The �ny galaxy Abell 2218is about 13 billion light years from earth.  One light year is 5.88 trillion 
miles.  That means Abell 2218 is 76 sep�llion, 440 sex�llion miles away- think 76440 plus 21 
more zeroes.   

• Measured by forgiveness 
 
The Incarna�on/Ini�a�ve of God’s Love, I John 4.9-10 

• The young girl in Iran 
• Clothed in Christ’s righteousness 

 
The Intensity of God’s Love, John 3.16 

• Abraham and Isaac, Genesis 22 
 
The Infatua�on of God’s Love, Zephaniah 3.17 

• Love is a decision; love is an ac�on word; and love is an emo�on.  Here we see God’s emo�onal 
response to the people He has redeemed through the blood of His Son Jesus Christ- what a love! 

 
The Incongruity of God’s Love, I John 3.1 

• A love that makes no sense to the world 
 
The Impera�ve of God’s Love, John 13.35; I John 5.1-3 

• having experienced God’s love, we should love Him because He first loved us, and then our love 
should spill over into loving others.   

 
So What About Us? 

• We are invited as believers in Jesus to the table of God’s love 
 



 

Worship of the Living God                                     August 20, 2023 
 
Gathering to Worship   
Prelude             As we quiet our hearts for worship, 

 please silence all electronic devices.  
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                 
 

Song of Ascent            Think About His Love    
Think about His love,  think about His goodness. 
Think about His grace that’s brought us through. 
For as high as the heavens above   
So great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
Great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
©1987    Hosanna Music!  ARR/UBP  CCLI 184884 

 
Adoration of God  
Call to Worship:    
… To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood …, to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.              Revelation 1:5-6 
 

Invocation 
 

Declaration of Truth:                            Psalm 103.1, 8-12 
Bless the Lord, O my soul… The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love.  He will not always chide, nor will he keep his 
anger forever.  He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from 
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 

Hymn of Praise                And Can It Be That I Should Gain                   #455 
And can it be, that I should gain   An interest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain   For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be   That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
 

Refrain: Amazing love! how can it be    
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
 

'Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies:   Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the first-born seraph tries   To sound the depths of love divine. 
'Tis mercy all! let earth adore,   Let angel minds inquire no more. 
  

He left His Father's throne above,   So free, so infinite His grace, 
Humbled  Himself so great His love,  And bled for all his chosen race: 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;   For, O my God, it found out me! 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay   Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,   I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free,   I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 
 

No condemnation now I dread;  Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head,  And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne,   
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 
Our Gifts to God  
Gift of Music             Come to Jesus                           Jim Zeller 
  

Receiving God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
Please sign and pass the registration book in the hymnal rack. 
 

The Doxology and Prayer  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below.   

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Testimony          Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord                   #465 
(Children ages 3 thru 3rd grade may be escorted to Children’s Church) 
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt, 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 
 

Refrain:  Grace, grace, God's grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin. 
 

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 
 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide, 
What can avail to wash it away? 
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide; 
Whiter than snow you may be today. 
 
The Word and the Sacrament  
Reading of God’s Word                    John 3.16              p. 888  pew bible 
All: The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Sermon             Amazing Love             Pastor John 
Series: The Future is as Bright as the Promises of God 

 
The Invitation to the Lord’s Table: Those who have not yet come to the place 
in their lives of trusting Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord are requested to let 
the elements pass. Please use this time to read Isaiah 53 (p. 613 in the Pew 
Bible) and I Corinthians 1.18-25 (p. 952), asking God to show you the glory of 
His Son Jesus Christ. If you are unsure about your relationship with Christ, 
please see a member of the pastoral staff or one of the elders after the service. 
 

Confession of Sin and Assurance of Forgiveness  
 

Hymn of Preparation             When I Survey the Wondrous Cross          #252 

When I survey the wondrous cross   on which the Prince of Glory died; 
my richest gain I count but loss,  and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,   save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most,  I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,    or thorns compose so rich a crown. 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,   that were a present far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine,             demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Receiving the Bread and Cup:  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.              —I Corinthians 11.26 
Please note: the bread is gluten-free. Also, our custom is that we  take each 
element in unison after everyone has been served. 
 
Our Response 
Hymn of Celebration                             It is Well With My Soul                     #691 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
"It is well, it is well with my soul." 
 

Refrain:   
It is well (It is well) with my soul (with my soul); 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And has shed his own blood for my soul. 
 

My sin—-O the bliss of this glorious thought!—- 
My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 

O Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend; 
"Even so"—-it is well with my soul. 
 

Word and Deed Offering: Today’s word and deed offering will be used to meet 
needs of an anonymous church family.  
 

Declaration of Hope (Unison)                                                    Romans 8.38-39 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  
 

Hymn of Parting                 Now I Belong to Jesus (vs. 1, 3)       #709 
Jesus, my Lord, will love me forever,  From him no pow’r of evil can sever; 
He gave his life to ransom my soul, now I belong to Him. 
 

Refrain: Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me, 
Not for the years of time alone, but for eternity. 
 

Joy floods my soul for Jesus has saved me, freed me from sin that long had 
enslaved me; 
His precious blood he gave to redeem,  now I belong to him. 
 
The Benediction and Three-fold Amen  

Evening Worship Service 6:30pm   
     Tonight we continue our Summer Mission Journeys Reports as the BridgeMont 
Team reports on their time in Tennesee.  Join us as we continue to hear what God 

is doing in and through CMPCers around the world! 



Serving Christ at CMPC August 20 

Lock-up Andy Jobson and Steve Wentz 

8:30am 

Ushers Steve Blair, Bo Porter, John Kapustay, Jeff Eichler, 
Morris Bingham, Doug Whitlock 

Greeters Carol Zarmeba 

Infants/Toddlers Joe and Murray Gardner 

Children’s Church Nola Friedell 

Junior Assistants Rich and Coleman Friedell 

11am 

Ushers Chris Carmosino, Noah Carmosino, Ken Robbins, 
Vic Newquist, Mark Pignolet, Matt Hall 

Greeters Sign up at cmpca.org/greeters 

Infants/Toddlers Kathy Kilgore and Linda Hutchinson 

Children’s Church Noah Carmosino 

Junior Assistants Natalie and Caroline Hammond 

6:30pm 

Nursery 

Today This Week at CMPC 

8:30am, 11am Worship Services  

10am 

6:30pm 

Sunday School 

Sunday Evening Worship 

Wednesday 

5:30 

6:30 

Wednesday Night Alive 
Meal 

Orchestra 
Choir 

WNA Classes 
Nursery 

Youth Group 

PO Box 7280, Chestnut Mountain, GA 30502 
770-967-3440  www.cmpca.org 

churchoffice@cmpca.org
Office Hours: Mon—Thurs, 9am–3pm 

Staff 
John S. Batusic, Pastor • Ben Phillips, Pastor of Ministries 

Kennedy Smartt, Chaplain to the Community • Dee Hammond, Pastor of Missions & Outreach 
 Richard MacLagan, Minister of Music • Mike Owens, Minister to Children  

Travis Brown, Pastor to Youth •  Sarah Tilley, Youth Ministry Assistant  
Lynn Perkins, Kitchen Coordinator • Nancy Burkhart, Preschool Director  

Floy Jumper, Facility Manager • Mindy Burch, Church Administrator 
Susan MacLagan, Accompanist • Bev Bradbury, Organist • Chad Trotter, IT & Media Director 

Session 
Scott Allen •  Bob Bishop • Bryan Cox • Jason Cunningham •  Terry Ensley 

Andy Jobson • Dave Martin • Will McVey  • Marty Moore • John Rollo  
Steve Saville •  Dennis Swinehart • George Tucker • Jim Zeller 

Elders Emeriti 
Jim Parks • Jack Sweeney • Andy Watkins 

Diaconate 
  P.J. Friedell •  James Hinds • Tommy Hulsey • Mike Johnson • Jeff Knight  

Mike Peifer • Mark Pignolet • Steve Wentz  
Women’s Ministry Leadership Team   

Peggy Creighton • Lezlie Valentine • Lanette Haas • Bethany Batusic • Sarah Gossage 
Sarah Lingerfelt • Barbara Jumper • Jen Burkhart • Aneita Connor • Christina Elmore 

CMPC Supported Missions 
Unless otherwise indicated, all missionaries are with Mission to the World  

Asia/New Zealand/India 
Japan: Darlene Johnson, Jonas & Christina Davison , Melanie Johnson  

Thailand: Tim & Rhianna Mills, Noah & Karleigh Stephens, Trey & Kiki Adams 
New Zealand: Paul & Crystal Henry , Bruwer & Anna Vroon •  Taiwan: Becky White  

South Korea: Grace Chung, Jonathan & Joy Lee 
 Europe  

Bulgaria:  Gary & Tammy Elliott REF 
Poland:  Nathan & Kasia Tunnell REF  • Czech Republic: Miriam Grady  

Germany: Brian & Megan Moore, Marius Wahrlich EPCEW  • England: Brett & Valerie McAlpin 
Romania: Derek & Catalina Kreider  • Greece: David & Erin Pervis  

Americas   
Canada: Bill & Mae Lee Letchworth, Rohan & Rebecca Crown 

Honduras: Alex & Maggie Halbert  •  Peru: Andrew & Krista May, Julia King   
El Salvador: Clay & Hannah Jones •  Mexico: David & Michelle Godzisz 

Grenada: Jeff & Ruth Ann Knight 
Africa  

East Africa: Donna •  Kenya: Sherwood & Bethany Griggs, Anaweza 
 Unreached Peoples 

Last names and locations withheld due to the sensitive nature of their situations.      
David & Marcia •  Franklin & Beth • Emily • Kurt & Jill • Chris & Savanna •  Brian & Mandy 

David & Jan • Phil & Amina • Calvin & Geeta • Mark & Nathalie 
Global Ministries:  

Linda Summer, Agape Puppets• Mike & Robin McMahan, Global Training  
Philippines: Manila Street Child Ministry 

Matthew Mercer, Worldwide Discipleship Association• Terry Ensley, Equipping Leaders Intl 
United States  

Hernando & Debbie Saenz, MNA Hispanic Ministry Coordinator  
Alan & Kim Foster, MNA Church Planter Recruiter;  

Jeff & Caroline Thompson, Reformed University Fellowship International UGA;  
Tracey & Suzanne West, Reformed University Fellowship GA Tech; 

Ben & Anna Coppedge, Caysie Ashton, Reformed University Fellowship UGA;  
Mwamba & Nyema Johnson Vision 938: Atlanta University Center 

PCA Church Planters: Curran & Abby Bishop, Milford, CT 
Alejandro & Beth Oropeza, Amistad Hispana, Chestnut Mountain, GA;  

 Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) Agencies 
Administrative Committee • The Committee on Discipleship Ministries •Covenant College    

Georgia Foothills Presbytery • MTW•  MNA •  Reformed University Fellowship • Ridge Haven 
Local Ministries 

Adults Protecting Children • Center Point • Choices Pregnancy Care Center • Eagle Ranch  
Frontline Response (Out of Darkness) • Gateway House • Good News at Noon 

Good News Clinic • Promise 686 •  Sacred Roots Farm • Young Life 
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