










And they said to him, 
“The disciples of John fast 
often and offer prayers, 
and so do the disciples of 
the Pharisees, but yours 
eat and drink.”

Luke 5:33



The Pharisee’s
proclamation 

Luke 18:11-12 

The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I get.’





Worship turns 
to routine 
rituals…

• Isaiah 58:3 - ‘Why have we fasted, and 
you see it not? Why have we humbled 
ourselves, and you take no knowledge of 
it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you 
seek your own pleasure and oppress all 
your workers.

• Zechariah 7:4 - ‘When you fasted and 
mourned in the fifth month and in the 
seventh, for these seventy years, was it 
for me that you fasted?...







Jesus 
Responds

Luke 5:34

And Jesus said to them, “Can 
the wedding guests fast 
while the bridegroom is with 
them? As long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, 
they cannot fast.”









Jesus predicts 
His death

Luke 5:35 -The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast in those days.

Isaiah 53:8 - By oppression and judgement 
he was taken away; and as for his 
generation, who considered that he was cut 
off out of the land of living, stricken for the 
transgressions of my people?






