
Does God want everyone to grasp the gospel and get it? 

 Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will. 

Ephesians 1:4–5 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish 
but for all to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 

Why do you think some grasp the gospel and get it while others don’t? 

“Is it too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of 
Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  

Isaiah 49:6 

  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:13 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  

1 Peter 1:14-16 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter. Matthew 7:21 

 Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue 
of the Jews. And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures. Acts 17:1–2 

But now that Timothy has come to us from you and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always 
think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you. 1 Thessalonians 3:6 

 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how 
you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more. 1 Thessalonians 4:1 

People who get it refuse to respond to the gospel of Easy Believism. 
Paul was explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This 

Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.” Acts 17:3 

And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a 
number of the leading women. Acts 17:4 

For this reason, we constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted 
it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; constantly bearing in mind your work 
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.  

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

People who get it recognize the responsibility of being chosen.  
Knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 

 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the 
beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 

It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, 
stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.  

2 Thessalonians 2:14-15 



 People who get it are sensitive to sin because of the Holy Spirit. 
For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 

You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 

People who get it have a story of faith that resonates to all who know them. 
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your 

faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who 

rescues us from the wrath to come. 1 Thessalonians 1:9–10 

But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own 
business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not 

be in any need. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

People who get it refuse to waiver in difficult times.  
 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the 

same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews. 1 Thessalonians 2:14 

People who get it recognize the strategies of the tempter.  
People who get it abstain from sexual immorality. 
People who get it have a genuine love for others.  

People who get it have an eternal perspective. 
People who get it seek the accountability of others who get it. 


