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Cherish	the	Gift	of	Communion	with	God

Text:	Deuteronomy	22:5-12;	23:1-18

Deuteronomy	22

5	“A	woman	shall	not	wear	a	man’s	garment,	nor	shall	a	man	put	on	a
woman’s	cloak,	for	whoever	does	these	things	is	an	abomination	to
the	Lord	your	God.

6	“If	you	come	across	a	bird’s	nest	in	any	tree	or	on	the	ground,	with
young	ones	or	eggs	and	the	mother	sitting	on	the	young	or	on	the
eggs,	you	shall	not	take	the	mother	with	the	young.	7	You	shall	let	the
mother	go,	but	the	young	you	may	take	for	yourself,	that	it	may	go
well	with	you,	and	that	you	may	live	long.

8	“When	you	build	a	new	house,	you	shall	make	a	parapet	for	your
roof,	that	you	may	not	bring	the	guilt	of	blood	upon	your	house,	if
anyone	should	fall	from	it.

9	“You	shall	not	sow	your	vineyard	with	two	kinds	of	seed,	lest	the
whole	yield	be	forfeited,[a]	the	crop	that	you	have	sown	and	the	yield
of	the	vineyard.	10	You	shall	not	plow	with	an	ox	and	a	donkey
together.	11	You	shall	not	wear	cloth	of	wool	and	linen	mixed	together.

12	“You	shall	make	yourself	tassels	on	the	four	corners	of	the	garment
with	which	you	cover	yourself.

Deuteronomy	23	
1	“No	one	whose	testicles	are	crushed	or	whose	male	organ	is	cut	off
shall	enter	the	assembly	of	the	Lord.

2	“No	one	born	of	a	forbidden	union	may	enter	the	assembly	of	the
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Lord.	Even	to	the	tenth	generation,	none	of	his	descendants	may
enter	the	assembly	of	the	Lord.

3	“No	Ammonite	or	Moabite	may	enter	the	assembly	of	the	Lord.
Even	to	the	tenth	generation,	none	of	them	may	enter	the	assembly
of	the	Lord	forever,	4	because	they	did	not	meet	you	with	bread	and
with	water	on	the	way,	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	because	they
hired	against	you	Balaam	the	son	of	Beor	from	Pethor	of
Mesopotamia,	to	curse	you.	5	But	the	Lord	your	God	would	not	listen
to	Balaam;	instead	the	Lord	your	God	turned	the	curse	into	a	blessing
for	you,	because	the	Lord	your	God	loved	you.	6	You	shall	not	seek
their	peace	or	their	prosperity	all	your	days	forever.

7	“You	shall	not	abhor	an	Edomite,	for	he	is	your	brother.	You	shall	not
abhor	an	Egyptian,	because	you	were	a	sojourner	in	his	land.	8
Children	born	to	them	in	the	third	generation	may	enter	the	assembly
of	the	Lord.

9	“When	you	are	encamped	against	your	enemies,	then	you	shall
keep	yourself	from	every	evil	thing.

10	“If	any	man	among	you	becomes	unclean	because	of	a	nocturnal
emission,	then	he	shall	go	outside	the	camp.	He	shall	not	come	inside
the	camp,	11	but	when	evening	comes,	he	shall	bathe	himself	in
water,	and	as	the	sun	sets,	he	may	come	inside	the	camp.

12	“You	shall	have	a	place	outside	the	camp,	and	you	shall	go	out	to
it.	13	And	you	shall	have	a	trowel	with	your	tools,	and	when	you	sit
down	outside,	you	shall	dig	a	hole	with	it	and	turn	back	and	cover	up
your	excrement.	14	Because	the	Lord	your	God	walks	in	the	midst	of
your	camp,	to	deliver	you	and	to	give	up	your	enemies	before	you,
therefore	your	camp	must	be	holy,	so	that	he	may	not	see	anything
indecent	among	you	and	turn	away	from	you.

15	“You	shall	not	give	up	to	his	master	a	slave[a]	who	has	escaped
from	his	master	to	you.	16	He	shall	dwell	with	you,	in	your	midst,	in	the
place	that	he	shall	choose	within	one	of	your	towns,	wherever	it	suits
him.	You	shall	not	wrong	him.

17	“None	of	the	daughters	of	Israel	shall	be	a	cult	prostitute,	and	none
of	the	sons	of	Israel	shall	be	a	cult	prostitute.	18	You	shall	not	bring	the



fee	of	a	prostitute	or	the	wages	of	a	dog[b]	into	the	house	of	the	Lord
your	God	in	payment	for	any	vow,	for	both	of	these	are	an
abomination	to	the	Lord	your	God.
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