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Lay	Your	Life	Down	For	Your	Family

Text:	Deuteronomy	21:15-22:4;	23:24-25;	24:19-25:12

Deuteronomy	21	
15	“If	a	man	has	two	wives,	the	one	loved	and	the	other	unloved,	and
both	the	loved	and	the	unloved	have	borne	him	children,	and	if	the
firstborn	son	belongs	to	the	unloved,[a]	16	then	on	the	day	when	he
assigns	his	possessions	as	an	inheritance	to	his	sons,	he	may	not
treat	the	son	of	the	loved	as	the	firstborn	in	preference	to	the	son	of
the	unloved,	who	is	the	firstborn,	17	but	he	shall	acknowledge	the
firstborn,	the	son	of	the	unloved,	by	giving	him	a	double	portion	of	all
that	he	has,	for	he	is	the	firstfruits	of	his	strength.	The	right	of	the
firstborn	is	his.

18	“If	a	man	has	a	stubborn	and	rebellious	son	who	will	not	obey	the
voice	of	his	father	or	the	voice	of	his	mother,	and,	though	they
discipline	him,	will	not	listen	to	them,	19	then	his	father	and	his
mother	shall	take	hold	of	him	and	bring	him	out	to	the	elders	of	his
city	at	the	gate	of	the	place	where	he	lives,	20	and	they	shall	say	to
the	elders	of	his	city,	‘This	our	son	is	stubborn	and	rebellious;	he	will
not	obey	our	voice;	he	is	a	glutton	and	a	drunkard.’	21	Then	all	the
men	of	the	city	shall	stone	him	to	death	with	stones.	So	you	shall
purge	the	evil	from	your	midst,	and	all	Israel	shall	hear,	and	fear.

22	“And	if	a	man	has	committed	a	crime	punishable	by	death	and	he
is	put	to	death,	and	you	hang	him	on	a	tree,	23	his	body	shall	not
remain	all	night	on	the	tree,	but	you	shall	bury	him	the	same	day,	for
a	hanged	man	is	cursed	by	God.	You	shall	not	defile	your	land	that	the
Lord	your	God	is	giving	you	for	an	inheritance.

Deuteronomy	22	
1	“You	shall	not	see	your	brother’s	ox	or	his	sheep	going	astray	and
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ignore	them.	You	shall	take	them	back	to	your	brother.	2	And	if	he
does	not	live	near	you	and	you	do	not	know	who	he	is,	you	shall	bring
it	home	to	your	house,	and	it	shall	stay	with	you	until	your	brother
seeks	it.	Then	you	shall	restore	it	to	him.	3	And	you	shall	do	the	same
with	his	donkey	or	with	his	garment,	or	with	any	lost	thing	of	your
brother’s,	which	he	loses	and	you	find;	you	may	not	ignore	it.	4	You
shall	not	see	your	brother’s	donkey	or	his	ox	fallen	down	by	the	way
and	ignore	them.	You	shall	help	him	to	lift	them	up	again.

Deuteronomy	23	
24	“If	you	go	into	your	neighbor’s	vineyard,	you	may	eat	your	fill	of
grapes,	as	many	as	you	wish,	but	you	shall	not	put	any	in	your	bag.	25
If	you	go	into	your	neighbor’s	standing	grain,	you	may	pluck	the	ears
with	your	hand,	but	you	shall	not	put	a	sickle	to	your	neighbor’s
standing	grain.

Deuteronomy	24	
19	“When	you	reap	your	harvest	in	your	field	and	forget	a	sheaf	in	the
field,	you	shall	not	go	back	to	get	it.	It	shall	be	for	the	sojourner,	the
fatherless,	and	the	widow,	that	the	Lord	your	God	may	bless	you	in	all
the	work	of	your	hands.	20	When	you	beat	your	olive	trees,	you	shall
not	go	over	them	again.	It	shall	be	for	the	sojourner,	the	fatherless,
and	the	widow.	21	When	you	gather	the	grapes	of	your	vineyard,	you
shall	not	strip	it	afterward.	It	shall	be	for	the	sojourner,	the	fatherless,
and	the	widow.	22	You	shall	remember	that	you	were	a	slave	in	the
land	of	Egypt;	therefore	I	command	you	to	do	this.

Deuteronomy	25	
1	“If	there	is	a	dispute	between	men	and	they	come	into	court	and	the
judges	decide	between	them,	acquitting	the	innocent	and	condemning
the	guilty,	2	then	if	the	guilty	man	deserves	to	be	beaten,	the	judge
shall	cause	him	to	lie	down	and	be	beaten	in	his	presence	with	a
number	of	stripes	in	proportion	to	his	offense.	3	Forty	stripes	may	be
given	him,	but	not	more,	lest,	if	one	should	go	on	to	beat	him	with
more	stripes	than	these,	your	brother	be	degraded	in	your	sight.

4	“You	shall	not	muzzle	an	ox	when	it	is	treading	out	the	grain.

5	“If	brothers	dwell	together,	and	one	of	them	dies	and	has	no	son,
the	wife	of	the	dead	man	shall	not	be	married	outside	the	family	to	a
stranger.	Her	husband’s	brother	shall	go	in	to	her	and	take	her	as	his



wife	and	perform	the	duty	of	a	husband’s	brother	to	her.	6	And	the
first	son	whom	she	bears	shall	succeed	to	the	name	of	his	dead
brother,	that	his	name	may	not	be	blotted	out	of	Israel.	7	And	if	the
man	does	not	wish	to	take	his	brother’s	wife,	then	his	brother’s	wife
shall	go	up	to	the	gate	to	the	elders	and	say,	‘My	husband’s	brother
refuses	to	perpetuate	his	brother’s	name	in	Israel;	he	will	not	perform
the	duty	of	a	husband’s	brother	to	me.’	8	Then	the	elders	of	his	city
shall	call	him	and	speak	to	him,	and	if	he	persists,	saying,	‘I	do	not
wish	to	take	her,’	9	then	his	brother’s	wife	shall	go	up	to	him	in	the
presence	of	the	elders	and	pull	his	sandal	off	his	foot	and	spit	in	his
face.	And	she	shall	answer	and	say,	‘So	shall	it	be	done	to	the	man
who	does	not	build	up	his	brother’s	house.’	10	And	the	name	of	his
house[a]	shall	be	called	in	Israel,	‘The	house	of	him	who	had	his	sandal
pulled	off.’

11	“When	men	fight	with	one	another	and	the	wife	of	the	one	draws
near	to	rescue	her	husband	from	the	hand	of	him	who	is	beating	him
and	puts	out	her	hand	and	seizes	him	by	the	private	parts,	12	then
you	shall	cut	off	her	hand.	Your	eye	shall	have	no	pity.
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