>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY. NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE
WORLD, THERE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TODAY.

>> WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS TODAY, THE PROGRAM WHERE YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND
GOOD NEWS, NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD.

>> I'M MARK TESKE, YOUR HOST FOR GOOD NEWS TODAY. I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR
JOINING US. WE'VE GOT A GREAT PROGRAM. HERE'S WHAT'S COMING UP. WE'RE
GOING TO BEGIN WITH OUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, AND THAT CONSISTS OF OUR
SCRIPTURE READING, BEAUTIFUL SINGING, AND A BRIEF STUDY OF OUR SCRIPTURE.
TODAY WE'LL BE LOOKING AT EZRA 10:1-4, WHERE WE LEARN ABOUT HOW GOD VIEWS
MARRIAGE. GET OUT YOUR BIBLES, TURN TO EZRA 10. I'LL MEET YOU THERE IN
JUST A MOMENT. FOLLOWING OUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, ROGER CAMPBELL JOINS US, AND
HE'S ANSWERING THE QUESTION, WHICH PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO GET MARRIED?
JIM DEARMAN WILL JOIN US WITH SOME SOUND WORDS ABOUT BATTERED BUT
BEAUTIFUL. THEN AUSTIN FOWLER SITS DOWN WITH BARRY GILREATH, AND THEY GO
THROUGH SOME QUESTIONS THAT EVERYONE NEEDS TO ASK BEFORE THEY GET MARRIED.
CHAD DOLLAHITE JOINS US FOR JUST A MINUTE AS HE ENCOURAGES US TO GO BACK
TO THE ORIGINAL SOURCE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT MARRIAGE. IN OUR FINAL
SEGMENT, WE HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION FOR ANTHONY DISMUKE AND TROY SPRADLIN:
ARE YOU MORE HOLY IF YOU DON'T MARRY? A LOT OF INFORMATION ABOUT MARRIAGE
TODAY. AND I HOPE YOU HAVE YOUR BIBLE OPENED UP TO EZRA CHAPTER 10, WHERE
WE READ BEGINNING AT VERSE 1, NOW WHILE EZRA WAS PRAYING, AND WHILE HE WAS
CONFESSING, WEEPING, AND BOWING DOWN BEFORE THE HOUSE OF GOD, A VERY LARGE
ASSEMBLY OF MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN GATHERED TO HIM FROM ISRAEL; FOR THE
PEOPLE WEPT VERY BITTERLY. AND SHECHANIAH THE SON OF JEHIEL, ONE OF THE
SONS OF ELAM, SPOKE UP AND SAID TO EZRA, WE HAVE TRESPASSED AGAINST OUR
GOD, AND HAVE TAKEN PAGAN WIVES FROM THE PEOPLES OF THE LAND; YET NOW
THERE IS HOPE IN ISRAEL IN SPITE OF THIS. NOW THEREFORE, LET US MAKE A
COVENANT WITH OUR GOD TO PUT AWAY ALL THESE WIVES AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
BORN TO THEM, ACCORDING TO THE ADVICE OF MY MASTER AND OF THOSE WHO
TREMBLE AT THE COMMANDMENT OF OUR GOD; AND LET IT BE DONE ACCORDING TO THE
LAW. ARISE, FOR THIS MATTER IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. WE ALSO ARE WITH YOU.
BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND DO IT.

>> (SINGING)

>> THE BOOK OF EZRA TAKES PLACE WHEN JUDAH HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THEIR 70
YEARS OF CAPTIVITY AT THE HANDS OF THE BABYLONIANS. THE ISRAELITES CAME
BACK IN SEVERAL DIFFERENT WAVES OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS; AND SOME OF THOSE
WHO HAD COME BACK EARLY HAD MARRIED THE WOMEN OF THE LAND. THE TEXT TELLS
US IN CHAPTER 9, VERSE 2 THAT THE LEADERS WERE FOREMOST IN THIS SIN.
EZRA'S FIRST REACTION WAS ASTONISHMENT AT THEIR SIN. YOU SEE, THIS WAS A
DIRECT VIOLATION OF GOD'S LAW, DEUTERONOMY 7:3, NOR SHALL YOU MAKE
MARRIAGES WITH THEM; YOU SHALL NOT GIVE YOUR DAUGHTER TO THEIR SON NOR
TAKE THEIR DAUGHTER FOR YOUR SON. NOW, THIS LAW IN DEUTERONOMY 7:3 WASN'T
DUE TO RACE, BUT IT WAS RELIGIOUS IN NATURE. THE CONTEXT OF DEUTERONOMY 7
HIGHLIGHTS THE RELIGIOUS PURITY THAT WAS DEMANDED FOR GOD'S PEOPLE. AND
THE LAST TWO CHAPTERS IN THE BOOK OF EZRA DEAL WITH THE SITUATION. CHAPTER
9 DETAILS EZRA'S PRAYER ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE. CHAPTER 10 GOES THROUGH
THE PROCESS OF WHAT IT TOOK TO CORRECT THAT PROBLEM. SO WHEN WE GET TO OUR
TEXT HERE, CHAPTER 10, VERSE 1, WE HAVE A LARGE GROUP OF PEOPLE COMING
BEFORE EZRA. SHECHANIAH SPEAKS UP ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP AND CONFESSES
THAT THEY HAVE SINNED IN MARRYING THESE PAGAN WOMEN. THE SOLUTION THAT WAS



PROPOSED WAS PUT AWAY THESE WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN ACCORDING TO THE LAW.
THE REST OF THE BOOK OF EZRA DETAILS THIS PROCESS THAT THEY WENT THROUGH.
CHAPTER 10, VERSE 44, SOME OF THE MEN HAD CHILDREN FROM THESE MARRIAGES,
AND THEY HAD TO PUT THOSE CHILDREN AWAY WITH THEIR WIVES. THERE WAS NO
EXCEPTION GIVEN FOR THAT SITUATION. SO WHAT ARE WE TO LEARN FROM THIS?
WELL, FIRST OFF, GOD'S LAWS ABOUT WHO IS ALLOWED TO MARRY ARE TO BE
OBEYED. NOW, WE'RE NOT UNDER THE SAME OLD COVENANT TODAY. WE DON'T STONE
REBELLIOUS CHILDREN, WE DON'T PERFORM ANIMAL SACRIFICES, ABSTAIN FROM PORK
AND SEAFOOD, PERFORM CIRCUMCISION ON THE EIGHTH DAY. NO, NO, WE'RE UNDER A
DIFFERENT LAW. YOU SEE, IF YOU TRY TO FOLLOW THAT LAW, IF YOU STUMBLE IN
ANY ONE OF THOSE PARTS, YOU'RE GUILTY OF THE ENTIRE LAW, JAMES 2:10. THOSE
LAWS WERE FOR A SPECIFIC GROUP OF PEOPLE, THE ISRAELITES, FOR A LIMITED
PERIOD OF TIME, ISAIAH 2:2 AND JEREMIAH 31:31-34. BUT YOU SEE, THE LAW
THAT WE'RE TO OBEY ARE THE COMMANDS GIVEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, INCLUDING
THE NEW TESTAMENT LAWS ON MARRIAGE. BUT THIS PASSAGE HELPS US TO
UNDERSTAND HOW SERIOUSLY GOD TAKES THAT ISSUE, BECAUSE OUR SOCIETY HAS
GOTTEN AWAY FROM GOD'S STANDARDS AND REPLACED IT WITH ITS OWN STANDARDS;
BUT REALIZE, GOD IS NOT GOING TO OVERLOOK THOSE SINS. HE IS CONCERNED
ABOUT THIS ISSUE. AND THE SOLUTION TO AN IMPROPER MARRIAGE IS TO END THE
MARRIAGE. NOW, THAT SOUNDS HARSH TO SOME PEOPLE; BUT IF IT ISN'T THAT BIG
OF A DEAL, IF GOD REALLY DOESN'T CARE, HE OWES THESE ISRAELITES AN
APOLOGY. BUT YOU SEE, GOD MEANS EXACTLY WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT WHO'S ALLOWED
TO ENTER INTO MARRIAGE. THIS INFORMATION IS GIVEN TO US FROM THE OLD
TESTAMENT FOR A REASON, ROMANS 15:4. WE NEED TO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE PURITY OF THIS GOD-MADE INSTITUTION. SEE, MARRIAGE, IT CAN BE A
GREAT BLESSING IF WE FOLLOW GOD'S PATTERN. AND THAT IS GOOD NEWS FOR US
TODAY. NOW, ROGER CAMPBELL IS READY AS ALWAYS TO ANSWER A QUESTION. TODAY
HE'S BEEN ASKED, WHICH PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO GET MARRIED? BE READY
ALWAYS.

>> IN ALL OF GOD'S CREATION, HUMANS ARE THE ONLY BEINGS OR LIVING THINGS
THAT HAVE THE BLESSING THAT WE KNOW AS MARRIAGE. WILLIE WORMS AND BANANA
TREES AND GIRAFFES, THEY DON'T GET MARRIED; HUMANS DO. IT'S A BLESSING
THAT GOD HAS BESTOWED ON MANKIND. TODAY OUR QUESTION IS, IN GOD'S SIGHT,
WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO GET MARRIED? HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER THAT? AS A
CHRISTIAN, WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE READY TO GIVE A DEFENSE OR GIVE AN ANSWER,
1ST PETER 3:15. NOW, A KEY THOUGHT IN OUR QUESTION IS IN GOD'S SIGHT. WE
CAN'T ANSWER THIS QUESTION BY EMOTIONS, AND WE NEED TO DO MORE THAN APPEAL
TO WHAT CIVIL LAW SAYS. BUT IN GOD'S SIGHT, WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO GET
MARRIED? IN THE LONG AGO, GOD THROUGH MOSES SAID TO THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL, YOU SHALL DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT AND GOOD IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD
THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, DEUTERONOMY 6:18. THAT'S WHAT WE WANT TO
DO. WE WANT TO DO AND WE WANT TO SAY AND WE WANT TO PRACTICE WHAT'S RIGHT
IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. THE BIBLE DECLARES THAT MARRIAGE IS HONORABLE,
HEBREWS 13:4. GOD'S THE ONE WHO ESTABLISHED MARRIAGE, THAT BLESSING HE
GIVES TO MANKIND. NOW, HE DOESN'T FORCE US TO DO IT, HE DOESN'T REQUIRE US
TO GET MARRIED; BUT HE ALLOWS MARRIAGE. AND SO WE WANT TO KNOW THE
PARTICULARS. WHICH PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO GET MARRIED? AND SO WHEN WE
INVESTIGATE THE TEACHING OF THE NEW COVENANT UNDER WHICH WE LIVE TODAY, WE
FIND THAT THERE ARE THREE CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE RIGHT TO GET
MARRIED. FIRST OF ALL, PEOPLE WHO NEVER HAVE BEEN MARRIED BEFORE HAVE THE
RIGHT TO GET MARRIED. IN 1ST CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 7, PAUL ADDRESSES A
NUMBER OF TOPICS RELATED TO MARRIAGE. EVIDENTLY, THERE HAD BEEN SOME
QUESTIONS THE BRETHREN HAD ASKED. AND HE SAID, I SAY TO THE UNMARRIED AND



WIDOWS, IT IS GOOD FOR THEM IF THEY ABIDE EVEN AS I, THE INDICATION BEING
TO REMAIN SINGLE. BUT IF THEY CANNOT CONTAIN, LET THEM MARRY; FOR IT'S
BETTER TO MARRY THAN TO BURN, OR TO BURN WITH PASSION. THAT'S VERSES 8 AND
9. SO IN VERSE 28, IF ONE DECIDES TO MARRY, NEVER BEEN MARRIED, THEY DON'T
SIN. NUMBER TWO, IN THIS CHAPTER, WE READ IN VERSE 39, WHAT ABOUT A WIDOW?
THE WIFE IS BOUND BY THE LAW AS LONG AS HER HUSBAND LIVETH; BUT IF HER
HUSBAND BE DEAD, SHE'S AT LIBERTY TO BE MARRIED TO WHOM SHE WILL, ONLY IN
THE LORD. SO SOMEONE WHO'S LOST THEIR SPOUSE BY WAY OF DEATH, A WIDOW OR
WIDOWER, WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO MARRY. AND A THIRD GROUP OF PEOPLE WOULD
BE THOSE BY IMPLICATION FROM THE INSTRUCTION OF MATTHEW CHAPTER 19. JESUS
AFFIRMED THAT IF A PERSON DIVORCES HIS WIFE, BUT NOT BECAUSE SHE'S
COMMITTED FORNICATION, AND HE GOES AND MARRIES ANOTHER WOMAN, HIS RELATION
WITH WOMAN NUMBER TWO, THAT'S ADULTERY. THE IMPLICATION IS IF HE DOES
DIVORCE HIS SPOUSE BECAUSE OF HER FORNICATION, THEN HE DOES HAVE THE RIGHT
TO ENTER INTO A SUBSEQUENT MARRIAGE. NOBODY ELSE. JUST THOSE THREE GROUPS:
ONE WHO'S NEVER BEEN MARRIED, ONE WHOSE SPOUSE HAS DIED, AND NUMBER THREE,
ONE WHO'S DIVORCED THEIR SPOUSE BECAUSE OF THEIR SPOUSE'S SEXUAL
UNFAITHFULNESS. NOW, IF I'M PLANNING ON GETTING MARRIED, I NEED TO ASK, DO
I HAVE THE RIGHT, AND NUMBER TWO, THAT PERSON WHOM I WANT TO MARRY, DO
THEY HAVE THE RIGHT? AND WE NEED TO HAVE AN AFFIRMATIVE YES ON BOTH OF
THOSE BEFORE WE TAKE THE PLUNGE. I'M ROGER CAMPBELL, AND THIS HAS BEEN BE
READY ALWAYS.

>> THOSE THREE CATEGORIES THAT ROGER GAVE: THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN
MARRIED BEFORE, THOSE WHOSE SPOUSE HAS PASSED AWAY, AND THOSE WHO HAVE
DIVORCED THEIR SPOUSE BECAUSE OF SEXUAL UNFAITHFULNESS. THANKS, ROGER.
IT'S ALWAYS A GOOD THING TO SPEND TIME STUDYING THE WORD OF GOD. WE OFFER
A FREE BIBLE COURSE TO HELP YOU DO THAT VERY THING. WE'RE GOING TO GIVE
YOU OUR CONTACT INFORMATION, THEN WE'LL BE JOINED BY JIM DEARMAN.

>> YOU MAY HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT GOOD NEWS TODAY. WE'D LIKE
TO HEAR FROM YOU. OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE FREE BIBLE STUDY
MATERIALS, PLEASE CONTACT US. OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS GOOD NEWS TODAY,
P.O0. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. AGAIN, THAT'S GOOD NEWS TODAY,
P.O0. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. YOU MAY PREFER TO E-MAIL US AT
GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. THAT'S GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. OR CALL
US TOLL-FREE AT 1-877-384-7221. THAT'S 1-877-384-7221. WE'D LIKE TO
HEAR FROM YOU. HEARING FROM OUR AUDIENCE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TO US.

>> THE EASTIEST WAY TO ENROLL IN OUR BIBLE COURSE IS ON OUR WEBSITE,
GNTTV.ORG. JUST CLICK WHERE IT SAYS BIBLE COURSE, FILL OUT THE
INFORMATION, AND WE'LL MAIL IT TO YOU. DID YOU KNOW THAT GOOD NEWS TODAY
CAN BE HEARD THROUGH OUR CHANNEL ON TRUTH.FM? THIS IS A GROUP OF STREAMING
RADIO STATIONS THAT OFFER GREAT BIBLICAL PROGRAMMING FOR LISTENERS AROUND
THE WORLD. IF YOU HAVEN'T DONE SO ALREADY, CHECK OUT TRUTH.FM AND LOOK FOR
THE GOOD NEWS TODAY CHANNEL. NOW HERE'S JIM DEARMAN WITH SOME SOUND WORDS
FOR US ABOUT BATTERED BUT BEAUTIFUL.

>> ON THE COAST OF PESCADERO, CALIFORNIA IS THE FAMED PEBBLE BEACH. THERE,
THE WAVES DASH WITH A CEASELESS ROAR AND THUNDER AMONG THE STONES ON THE
BEACH. THE PITILESS WAVES TOSS AND GRIND THOSE STONES TOGETHER AND HURL
THEM AGAINST THE RUGGED CLIFFS. DAY AND NIGHT THE WEARING DOWN OF THE
STONES CONTINUES UNABATED. TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD GATHER THE
BEAUTIFUL ROUND POLISHED STONES FOR ORNAMENTS IN THEIR HOMES. NEAR PEBBLE



BEACH IS A TOWERING CLIFF WHICH BREAKS THE FORCE OF THE DASHING WAVES. IN
THE QUIET COVE SHELTERED BY THE CLIFF IS AN ABUNDANCE OF STONES. THESE ARE
UNSOUGHT AND UNWANTED. THEY HAVE ESCAPED THE TURMOIL AND BEATING OF THE
WAVES, AND SO THEY'RE ROUGH, THEY'RE ANGULAR, THEY'RE DEVOID OF BEAUTY.
YOU KNOW, BILLOWS OF SORROW AND TROUBLE POLISH AND REFINE US AND GIVE TO
US THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE THE GENUINENESS OF THE SAVIOR'S COMFORTING,
HEALING WORDS. AS THE INSPIRED WRITER JAMES PUT IT, MY BRETHREN, COUNT IT
ALL JOY WHEN YOU FALL INTO VARIOUS TRIALS, KNOWING THAT THE TESTING OF
YOUR FAITH PRODUCES PATIENCE; BUT LET PATIENCE HAVE ITS PERFECT WORK, THAT
YOU MAY BE PERFECT AND COMPLETE, LACKING NOTHING, JAMES 1:2-4.

>> JIM, THANKS FOR THOSE SOUND WORDS THAT WILL HELP US APPRECIATE THE
BUMPS AND BRUISES OF LIFE. HAVE YOU EVER MISSED AN EPISODE OF GOOD NEWS
TODAY AND WISH YOU COULD WATCH IT? THERE'S A FEW WAYS YOU CAN DO THAT:
THROUGH OUR WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, OR YOUTUBE. YOU CAN ALSO DOWNLOAD OUR APP,
WATCH IT ON YOUR PHONE, TELEVISION, OR TABLET. YOU NEVER HAVE TO MISS AN
EPISODE. AND YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS AUSTIN FOWLER'S VISIT WITH BARRY
GILREATH AS THEY GIVE SOME QUESTIONS THAT A PERSON SHOULD ASK BEFORE THEY
GET MARRIED IN OUR FABRIC OF FAMILY SEGMENT.

>> AUSTIN, IT'S GOOD TO HAVE YOU WITH US ON THIS SHORT SEGMENT TODAY. AND
WE'RE GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT QUESTIONS THAT REALLY WE OUGHT TO THINK
ABOUT BEFORE ONE ENTERS INTO MARRIAGE. YOU KNOW, IF YOU'RE GOING TO ENTER
INTO ANY KIND OF FIELD, SAY, A SECULAR FIELD, THERE ARE SOME BASIC
UNDERSTANDINGS THAT YOU NEED TO HAVE GOING INTO THE STUDY OF THAT FIELD.
AND LIKEWISE, THE SAME IS TRUE CONCERNING MARRIAGE. WHAT ARE SOME THINGS
THAT COME TO YOUR MIND AS WE THINK ABOUT QUESTIONS WE OUGHT TO ASK BEFORE
WE ENTER INTO MARRIAGE?

>> I THINK THIS IS A GREAT QUESTION. I THINK IT'S ONE THAT NEEDS TO BE
CONSIDERED BY ANYBODY THAT'S GETTING INTO MARRIAGE OR, YOU KNOW, LOOKING
AT GETTING MARRIED SOON. I THINK THE FIRST QUESTION THEY CAN ASK IS, WHAT
KIND OF PERSON IS THIS? IS THIS A CHRISTIAN I'M DEALING WITH? IF THEY
AREN’T A CHRISTIAN, YOU NEED TO STRONGLY CONSIDER ARE THEY WILLING TO
STUDY WITH YOU TO BE CONVERTED, THOSE TYPES OF THINGS. BECAUSE YOU DON'T
WANT TO BE UNWISE, AS WE TALKED ABOUT IN ANOTHER SEGMENT, OF MARRYING
SOMEBODY THAT'S NOT A CHRISTIAN. BUT ALSO, IF THEY ARE CHRISTIAN, WHAT
KIND OF CHRISTIAN ARE THEY? ARE THEY JUST KIND OF A LUKEWARM CHRISTIAN, OR
ARE THEY SOMEBODY THAT'S DEDICATED? ARE THEY SOMEBODY THAT'S FULLY
INVOLVED IN THE WORK OF THE CHURCH? BECAUSE YOU DON'T WANT TO MARRY
SOMEBODY THAT'S LUKEWARM THAT ONLY SHOWS UP TO CHURCH SOMETIMES AND THEY
DON'T GO BACK ON SUNDAY NIGHTS AND YOU'RE HAVING TO DRAG THEM THERE. YOU
WANT SOMEBODY THAT'S GOING TO HELP YOU GET TO HEAVEN. AND THAT'S A VERY
IMPORTANT QUESTION AS WELL.

>> YEAH. IS THIS PERSON GOING TO HELP ME GET TO HEAVEN? I THINK ALSO, YOU
NEED TO THINK ABOUT THE FUTURE. IS THIS PERSON GOING TO HELP OUR CHILDREN
GET TO HEAVEN? AND AS YOU POINTED OUT, WE NEED TO HAVE A BASIC
UNDERSTANDING OF THE BASICS OF MARRIAGE. WHAT IS MARRIAGE? DO I UNDERSTAND
THAT IT IS A LIFELONG COMMITMENT? WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY IF SOMEONE WANTS
TO GET OUT OF A MARRIAGE? CAN THEY DO THAT?

>> I THINK THAT'S THINGS YOU NEED TO TALK TO WHOEVER YOU'RE CONSIDERING.
NUMBER ONE, MORAL ISSUES. WHAT'S THEIR STANCE ON MARRIAGE? DO THEY BELIEVE
IT'S ONE MAN, ONE WOMAN FOR LIFE? AND THAT'S GOD'S INTENT FOR MARRIAGE,



AND THAT'S A CONVERSATION YOU NEED TO HAVE; BUT ALSO OTHER MORALITY ISSUES
I THINK ARE THINGS THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED. SOMETIMES, MAYBE WHEN WE'RE
DATING PEOPLE, WE KIND OF JUST SWEEP THOSE UNDER THE RUG AND SAY, OH,
WELL, MAYBE THEY'LL CHANGE LATER, AND WE DON'T TALK ABOUT THE MORALITY
ISSUES SUCH AS DANCING, DRINKING, AND EVEN SOCIAL DRINKING. DO THEY
BELIEVE THAT THAT IS A SIN, LIKE THE BIBLE DEPICTS, AND STAYING AWAY FROM
THOSE THINGS? AND SO THOSE MORALITY QUESTIONS ARE ALSO VERY IMPORTANT WHEN
IT COMES TO LOOKING AT SOMEBODY.

>> AND A LOT OF THESE THINGS REALLY OUGHT TO BE BROUGHT OUT IN PREMARITAL
COUNSELING. I'VE ALWAYS ENCOURAGED COUPLES TO GO THROUGH THAT AND SIT DOWN
WITH SOMEONE WHO HAS THOSE GOOD VALUES AND JUST LET THEM KIND OF GO
THROUGH THESE THINGS WITH YOU, BECAUSE THEY'RE GOING TO EVENTUALLY COME
UP, AND SO IT'S MUCH BETTER THAT THOSE QUESTIONS ARE ANSWERED ON THE FRONT
END THAN SOMEONE WRINGING THEIR HANDS, SAYING, I DIDN'T KNOW THIS OR I
WISH I'D KNOWN THIS IN THE PAST, BECAUSE MARRIAGE IS FOR LIFE. WELL,
THAT'S JUST SOME THOUGHTS I HAD, AND I APPRECIATE YOU SHARING YOUR
THOUGHTS AS WELL, AS THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE CONSIDERING GETTING MARRIED,
AND MAYBE EVEN SOME WHO ARE WATCHING THE PROGRAM TODAY. HOPE THAT THEY
WILL THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS. SOMETIMES WE GET ALL CAUGHT UP INTO THE
EMOTION OF IT, BUT WE ALSO NEED TO WALK THROUGH SOME OF THESE THINGS ABOUT
THIS PERSON THAT I'M GOING TO SPEND THE REST OF MY LIFE WITH. AUSTIN,
THANK YOU FOR BEING WITH US.

>> GOOD TO BE HERE.

>> THANKS, GUYS. THOSE ARE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS TO ASK. WE'VE JUST LAUNCHED
ANOTHER PODCAST, HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION. THAT'S IN ADDITION TO OUR THREE
OTHER PODCASTS THAT ARE ALSO AVAILABLE. A NEW EPISODE OF THIS NEW PODCAST
COMES OUT EVERY WEEK, AND IT'S AVAILABLE WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS.
CHAD DOLLAHITE JOINS US FOR JUST A MINUTE AS HE URGES US TO GO TO THE
ORIGINAL SOURCE OF AUTHORITY FOR MARRIAGE.

>> MAY I HAVE JUST A MINUTE OF YOUR TIME? THERE ARE TIMES WHEN WE NEED TO
GO BACK TO THE SOURCE. LIKE A SPRING MANY TIMES AS IT GOES DOWNSTREAM, THE
FURTHER DOWNSTREAM YOU GO, THE MORE CORRUPTED AND DINGY IT GETS. LIKEWISE,
THERE ARE THINGS IN LIFE THAT ARE SO PURE AT THEIR SOURCE AND YET SO
MARRED BY MAN. WE NEED TO GO BACK TO THE SOURCE FOR MARRIAGE. MARRIAGE DID
NOT ORIGINATE WITH MAN, BUT WITH GOD. IN FACT, INTERESTINGLY, GOD
PERFORMED THE VERY FIRST WEDDING CEREMONY. TOO MANY TODAY LOOK TO HUMAN
WISDOM CONCERNING MARRIAGE; BUT NEVER FORGET, GOD IS THE SOURCE OF
MARRIAGE. AND WHEN WE GO BACK TO THE SOURCE, WE KNOW MARRIAGE IS NOT,
CANNOT BE BETWEEN A MAN AND A MAN OR A WOMAN AND A WOMAN. WE ALSO LEARN
WHEN WE GO BACK TO THE SOURCE HOW TO HAVE HAPPY MARRIAGES. FOLKS, LET'S
DRINK FROM THE CLEAR, PURE SOURCE WHEN IT COMES TO MARRIAGE, NOT THE
MURKY, MUDDY WATERS OF HUMAN WISDOM. GOD'S WORD IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE
RIGHT. FOR THE BEST MARRIAGE, GO BACK TO THE SOURCE. I'M CHAD DOLLAHITE,
AND THIS IS JUST A MINUTE.

>> THANKS, CHAD. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE PURE INTENT THAT GOD DESIGNED
FOR MARRIAGE. AND WE CAN READ ABOUT IT IN OUR BIBLES. IN JUST A MOMENT,
WE'LL GIVE OUR BIBLE QUESTION TO ANTHONY AND TROY.

>> (SINGING)



>> NOW WE HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION FOR ANTHONY AND TROY: ARE YOU MORE HOLY IF
YOU DON'T MARRY?

>> TROY, WE'RE FACED WITH A VERY GOOD QUESTION TODAY.
>> OKAY. WHAT QUESTION DO WE HAVE?

>> IT'S COMING FROM 1ST CORINTHIANS 7:8.

>> OH, ALL RIGHT.

>> AND THE QUESTION IS, IS ONE MORE HONORABLE THAN OTHERS IF THEY DON'T
MARRY?

>> OH, WOW. AND I CAN SEE WHERE THAT QUESTION COMES FROM, BECAUSE THE
PASSAGE SAYS, PAUL IS WRITING HERE, SAYS, BUT I SAY TO THE UNMARRIED AND
TO THE WIDOWS, IT IS GOOD FOR THEM IF THEY REMAIN EVEN AS I AM. AND WE ALL
KNOW THAT READING THROUGH THE BIBLE THAT PAUL WAS NOT MARRIED. SO HE'S
SAYING IT’S GOOD. IS IT HONORABLE, THEN, TO BE LIKE PAUL? WELL, I DON'T
THINK THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, THE BIBLE DOESN'T MAKE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
WHAT IS MORE HOLY OR HONORABLE OR ANYTHING AS ONE BEING MARRIED VERSUS NOT
BEING MARRIED.

>> RIGHT. WHAT'S HONORABLE IS HONORABLE, WHAT'S HOLY IS HOLY. AND THE
THING FOR US TO PAY ATTENTION TO IS THE TEXT.

>> THAT'S RIGHT.

>> YOU HAVE TO KEEP THINGS IN CONTEXT. IN THIS SITUATION, PAUL IS GIVING
THIS ADVICE BASED UPON THE PRESENT DISTRESS.

>> THAT'S RIGHT.

>> BECAUSE THEY'RE GIVEN TO FORNICATION IN THIS SITUATION. AND SO HE'S
SAYING THAT, YOU KNOW, IN SOME SITUATIONS, THESE MARRIAGES ARE NOT GOING
WELL, AND SO IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR SOME OF YOU NOT TO BE MARRIED, BECAUSE
THAT MIGHT CAUSE YOU TO SIN TO BE IN A MARRIAGE. THEN ALSO FOR OTHERS OF
YOU, THE WIDOWS AND THINGS OF THAT NATURE, WHAT WE READ IN THE VERSE, IF
YOU CANNOT ABSTAIN FROM PARTICIPATING IN SUCH THINGS, THEN GET MARRIED.

>> THAT'S RIGHT.

>> SO HE'S JUST TELLING THEM THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER, IN THAT VERSE, IT
WOULD BE BETTER FOR YOU TO AT THIS PRESENT MOMENT, MAYBE ABSTAIN, MAYBE
FOCUS ON FASTING AND THINGS OF THAT NATURE AND NOT GET INTO A MARRIAGE.
OR, IF YOU CAN'T WITHHOLD, THEN YOU SHOULD.

>> SO HE'S BRINGING IT BACK TO THE MOST IMPORTANT THING, WHICH IS THE
SOUL. HE'S BRINGING IT BACK TO A SPIRITUAL APPLICATION. WHAT'S MORE
IMPORTANT IS YOUR SOUL AND THAT IT WINDS UP WHERE IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE.
CERTAINLY, IF YOU'RE MARRIED, IT DOESN’T MAKE YOU MORE HONORABLE OR HOLY.
BECAUSE, REMEMBER, GOD'S THE ONE WHO INVENTED OR ORDAINED MARRIAGE. AND
EVEN JESUS IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 9 SAYS, WHAT GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER, LET NO



MAN SEPARATE. YOU SEE WHERE ELDERS, THEY HAVE TO BE MARRIED IN ORDER TO BE
ELIGIBLE TO BE THE LEADERS. AND SO YOU CAN'T REALLY MAKE THAT SEPARATION
WHENEVER IT COMES TO WHAT'S MORE HONORABLE. IT REALLY HAS TO DO WITH
CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE TO BE ABLE TO ANSWER THE QUESTION.

>> YES. AND WE KNOW IN SEVERAL WAYS AND SEVERAL PASSAGES DOES GOD USE THE
INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE TO DESCRIBE HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE BODY OF
CHRIST.

>> THAT'S RIGHT.

>> EPHESIANS 5:22-25, HE GIVES US THAT ANALOGY, AS CHRIST IS CONSIDERED
THE HUSBAND AND THE CHURCH BEING THE BRIDE AND THINGS OF THAT NATURE. SO
HE USES MARRIAGE TO LET US KNOW HOW OUR RELATIONSHIP WORKS WITH HIM. SO
CERTAINLY, MARRIAGE IS A WONDERFUL AND BEAUTIFUL THING, AND GOD WOULD NOT
GIVE US THAT INSTITUTION AND USE IT AS AN EXAMPLE FOR CHRIST AND OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM IF IT WASN'T A HOLY THING AND HONORABLE.

>> THAT'S EXACTLY RIGHT. AND THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS WHAT PAUL IS
TELLING THEM. HE'S SAYING THE SAME THING THAT PETER SAYS IN 1ST PETER
1:15. HE SAYS, BE YE HOLY FOR I AM HOLY, TALKING ABOUT GOD SAYING THAT. WE
MUST BE WHAT GOD WANTS US TO BE: AND THAT IS TO BE HOLY, WHICH IS TO BE
SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD. SO WHETHER YOU'RE MARRIED OR WHETHER YOU ARE
SINGLE, YOU NEED TO SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD. THAT'S WHAT'S THE MOST
IMPORTANT THING.

>> RIGHT. AND YOU HIT IT SPOT ON. THAT'S THE MOST IMPORTANT THING. SO
MARRIAGE DOESN’T MAKE YOU MORE HONORABLE THAN THE PERSON WHO IS SINGLE,
AND NEITHER DOES ONE WHO'S SINGLE MAKE YOU MORE HONORABLE THAN ONE WHO'S
MARRIED, FOR WE KNOW HEBREWS 13:4 SAYS, MARRIAGE IS HONORABLE IN ALL
THINGS.

>> AMEN.

>> WE'VE HAD A LOT OF INFORMATION IN OUR PROGRAM AS WE FOCUSED ON WHO
SHOULD AND WHO SHOULDN'T GET MARRIED. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO ALWAYS CHECK ALL
RELIGIOUS TEACHING AGAINST THE WORD OF GOD TO SEE IF THESE THINGS ARE
REALLY THE CASE. BE LIKE THOSE BEREANS IN ACTS 17:11, AND SEARCH THE
SCRIPTURE. MAYBE YOU NEED TO WATCH OR LISTEN TO THE PROGRAM AGAIN, TO HEAR
IT, HAVE SOME EXTRA TIME TO CHECK THOSE SCRIPTURES, WRITE THEM DOWN, SEE
FOR YOURSELF. YOU CAN DO THAT THROUGH OUR WEBSITE, THROUGH OUR APPS, OR
THROUGH OUR PODCAST. IF YOU STILL HAVE A QUESTION, CONTACT US. WE'D LOVE
TO HEAR FROM YOU. WE MIGHT EVEN ANSWER THAT ON THE PROGRAM. REMEMBER THAT
WE LOVE YOU, WE'RE PRAYING FOR YOU, AND WE WANT YOU TO MAKE IT TO HEAVEN.

>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY



