
>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY. NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE 

WORLD, THERE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TODAY. 

 

>> WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS TODAY, THE PROGRAM WHERE YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND 

GOOD NEWS, NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD. 

 

>>I'M MARK TESKE, YOUR HOST FOR GOOD NEWS TODAY. I WANT TO THANK YOU 

FOR JOINING US. AND WE'VE GOT A GREAT PROGRAM. HERE'S WHAT'S COMING 

UP: WE'RE GOING TO BEGIN WITH OUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, AND THAT CONSISTS 

OF OUR SCRIPTURE READING, BEAUTIFUL SINGING, AND A BRIEF STUDY OF OUR 

SCRIPTURE. TODAY, WE'LL BE LOOKING AT LUKE 17:26-29, A PASSAGE WHERE 

JESUS TALKS AND MAKES A COMPARISON USING NOAH AND LOT. GET OUT YOUR 

BIBLES, TURN TO LUKE 17. I'M GOING TO MEET YOU THERE IN JUST A MOMENT. 

FOLLOWING YOUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, ROGER CAMPBELL WILL BE ANSWERING A 

QUESTION ABOUT THE LACK OF INFORMATION ABOUT SO MANY ASPECTS OF JESUS’ 

LIFE. JIM DEARMAN WILL JOIN US WITH SOME SOUND WORDS ABOUT NOT FOR 

SALE. JOE GUY WILL VISIT US ON THE PASTIME PORCH, AND HE'S GOT SOME 

THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR OPINIONS AND THE FAITH OF THOSE AROUND US. IN OUR 

FINAL SEGMENT, WE HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION FOR GUYTON MONTGOMERY AND TROY 

SPRADLIN: SHOULD WE LOOK AT THE EPISTLES AS LOVE LETTERS OR AS LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS? WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE TEXT OF THE BIBLE TODAY, AND I HOPE 

YOU HAVE YOUR BIBLE OPENED UP TO LUKE 17, WHERE WE READ BEGINNING IN 

VERSE 26, AND AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, SO IT WILL BE ALSO IN THE 

DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN: THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY MARRIED WIVES, THEY 

WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, UNTIL THE DAY THAT NOAH ENTERED THE ARK, AND 

THE FLOOD CAME AND DESTROYED THEM ALL. LIKEWISE AS IT WAS ALSO IN THE 

DAYS OF LOT: THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY BOUGHT, THEY SOLD, THEY 

PLANTED, THEY BUILT; BUT ON THE DAY THAT LOT WENT OUT OF SODOM IT 

RAINED FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FROM HEAVEN AND DESTROYED THEM ALL. 

 

>> (SINGING) 

 

>> HERE IN LUKE CHAPTER 17, JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT THE UPCOMING 

DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. AND WE HAVE SIMILAR LANGUAGE 

HERE AS WE SEE IN THE FIRST 35 VERSES OF MATTHEW 24 WHEN HE'S TALKING 

ABOUT THAT DESTRUCTION AS WELL. SEE, IN BOTH PLACES, THOSE WHO WERE 

THERE WERE BEING WARNED BY GOD SO THAT THEY WOULD KNOW HOW TO ACT SO 

THAT THEY COULD BE SAVED; BUT THOSE WHO REJECT GOD WERE GOING TO 

SUFFER DESTRUCTION. NOW, LET'S GIVE A LITTLE CONTEXT TO THE HISTORY 

HERE. YOU SEE, THE JEWS HAD REBELLED AGAINST ROME BACK IN 66AD, AND 

THEY’D KICKED THE ROMANS OUT AND THERE WAS BLOODY INFIGHTING AMONG 

THEMSELVES FOR THE PERIOD OF SEVERAL YEARS THEREAFTER; SO ROME CAME TO 

JUDEA TO TAKE CONTROL BY WHATEVER MEANS WAS NECESSARY. AND THIS ARMY 

WAS LED BY GENERAL TITUS. NOW, TITUS WAS THE SON OF THE EMPEROR, 

VESPASIAN, AND TITUS WOULD GO ON TO BECOME EMPEROR HIMSELF NINE YEARS 

LATER AFTER HIS FATHER PASSED AWAY. SO AS TITUS AND HIS ARMIES WOULD 

COME AROUND JERUSALEM, THERE WAS A SIEGE AND THEN UTTER DESTRUCTION. 

BLOOD WAS RUNNING DOWN THE STREETS. IT WAS A HORRIBLE, HORRIBLE 

SLAUGHTER. AND THOSE WHO SURVIVED WOULD BE ENSLAVED BY THE ROMANS. 

HISTORY TELLS US THE CHRISTIANS WHO WERE THERE AVOIDED THE SLAUGHTER 

BY LISTENING TO THE WARNINGS OF JESUS, AND THEY LEFT JERUSALEM AS SOON 

AS THEY SAW THE FIRST SIGNS OF THE ROMAN ARMY ON ITS WAY. SO HERE IN 



OUR TEXT, AS JESUS IS WARNING THE CHRISTIANS ABOUT THAT, HE MAKES TWO 

COMPARISONS: ONE TO NOAH AND THE WORLDWIDE FLOOD WE READ ABOUT IN 

GENESIS 6 AND 8, AND THE OTHER TO LOT AND THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND 

GOMORRAH WE READ OF IN GENESIS CHAPTER 19. IN BOTH OF THESE CASES, 

PEOPLE WERE GOING ABOUT THEIR NORMAL LIVES, OBLIVIOUS TO THE 

DESTRUCTION THAT WAS COMING. THEY DIDN'T KNOW. THEY WERE JUST GOING 

ABOUT USUAL ACTIVITIES, EVEN PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE, LIKE GETTING 

MARRIED. IN A SIMILAR WAY, THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM WOULD GO ABOUT 

THEIR LIVES OBLIVIOUS TO THE DESTRUCTION THAT WAS COMING BY THE 

ROMANS, THE DAY OF THE LORD, WHEN JESUS WOULD COME IN JUDGMENT UPON 

THEM. SO AS WE LOOK AT APPLICATION HERE, NOAH AND LOT, SODOM AND 

GOMORRAH, THESE WERE REAL PEOPLE AND ACTUAL EVENTS. JESUS IS REFERRING 

BACK TO THEM. AND YOU KNOW, IT TURNS OUT THERE'S A LOT OF SKEPTICS 

THAT WILL QUESTION THE HISTORICITY OF THE FLOOD. THEY'LL QUESTION THE 

HISTORICITY OF THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH. BUT THESE THINGS 

WERE AFFIRMED BY JESUS RIGHT HERE. HE'S TELLING US WHAT PEOPLE WERE 

DOING JUST BEFORE THOSE DISASTERS STRUCK. AND TO QUESTION THE 

TRUTHFULNESS OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS IS TO QUESTION THE TRUTHFULNESS OF 

JESUS; YET HE WAS SINLESS, HEBREWS 4:15. SO WHEN JESUS IS REFERRING TO 

THESE THINGS, HE'S TELLING THE TRUTH. THESE EVENTS ACTUALLY OCCURRED. 

AND THIS TEACHES US ABOUT THE RELIABILITY OF SCRIPTURE. JESUS DIDN'T 

QUESTION THE RECORD. HE DIDN'T QUESTION IT AT ALL. HE TREATED WHAT WE 

READ ABOUT IN SCRIPTURE AS THE TRUTH; SO IT MUST BE. HE ALSO TALKED 

ABOUT JONAH IN LUKE 11:32. SAID, YOU'RE GOING TO GET TO SEE THOSE MEN 

OF NINEVEH THAT REPENTED ON THE JUDGMENT DAY. AND IN LUKE 11:51, HE 

REFERS TO ABEL AS THE FIRST ONE MURDERED. THAT WAS BACK IN GENESIS 

CHAPTER 4. SO WE CAN TRUST THE BIBLE, ALL OF IT. JESUS DID. AND THIS 

PASSAGE ALSO TEACHES US ABOUT SUDDEN JUDGMENT. THAT JUDGMENT COULD BE 

OUR OWN DEATH - WE DON'T KNOW WHEN THAT'S GOING TO COME; OR IT COULD 

BE WHEN JESUS COMES AGAIN THAT LAST DAY TO JUDGE THE EARTH. 1ST 

THESSALONIANS 4:16-18 TELLS US THERE'S GOING TO BE A SHOUT, THE VOICE 

OF AN ARCHANGEL, THE TRUMPET OF GOD. THE FAITHFUL WILL MEET JESUS IN 

THE AIR. EVERYBODY'S GOING TO KNOW THAT DAY. IT'S GOING TO BE QUITE 

THE SIGHT. AND THAT DAY IS GOING TO BE A WONDERFUL DAY FOR THOSE 

FAITHFUL TO GOD, AND THAT IS GOOD NEWS FOR US TODAY. WHY DOESN'T THE 

BIBLE TELL US EVERYTHING THAT JESUS DID? THAT'S THE QUESTION POSED TO 

ROGER CAMPBELL. BE READY ALWAYS. 

 

>> IF YOU ARE A STUDENT OF THE BIBLE, THEN SURELY YOU HAVE RECOGNIZED 

THAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT RECORD EVERY SINGLE THING THAT JESUS DID. AND 

SOMETIMES PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW, WELL, WHY NOT? IF JESUS REALLY WAS THE 

SON OF GOD AND SUCH A GREAT BEING, WHY WOULDN'T GOD TELL US EVERYTHING 

THAT HE DID? HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER THAT QUESTION? IT'S A FACT THAT 

JESUS IS THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE, JOHN 14:6. AND IT'S A FACT 

THAT HE'S A FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES ABOUT THE 

CHRIST. HE IS THE CHRIST. AND IT'S A FACT THAT HE'S THE SAVIOR OF THE 

WORLD. BUT IT'S EQUALLY TRUE THAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT RECORD EVERYTHING 

THAT HE DID WHEN HE LIVED ON THE EARTH. AND PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW, WELL, 

WHY NOT? IN MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, AND JOHN, WE HAVE A RECORD FROM FOUR 

OF JESUS' FOLLOWERS. WE MIGHT CALL THEM FOUR PARTIAL BIOGRAPHIES OF 

JESUS’ LIFE. THEY RECORD SOME OF THE THINGS THAT JESUS DID AND SOME OF 

THE THINGS THAT JESUS SAID, BUT NOT EVERYTHING. FROM THE TIME OF 



JESUS’ CHILDHOOD, EARLY CHILDHOOD, UNTIL THE TIME THAT HE WAS 12 YEARS 

OLD, WE DON'T HAVE A RECORD OF ANYTHING THAT HE DID. 12 YEARS OLD IS 

WHEN HE WENT WITH JOSEPH AND MARY TO THE TEMPLE AND THEY LEFT HIM 

BEHIND. AND THEN FROM THE TIME THAT HE WAS 12 UNTIL THE TIME OF HIS 

BAPTISM, WE DON'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION. THE BIBLE INDICATES IN LUKE 

3:23 THAT HE WAS BAPTIZED AND BEGAN HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY WHEN HE WAS 

ABOUT 30 YEARS OLD. SO YOU'VE GOT ABOUT 18 BLANK YEARS FROM THE AGE OF 

12 TO THE AGE OF ABOUT 30. IT'S REALLY CLEAR IN MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, 

AND JOHN THAT THE MAIN ATTENTION THAT THE BIBLE GIVES TO THE LIFE OF 

JESUS ARE THOSE PARTS OF HIS LIFE WHICH CAME FROM ABOUT 30 YEARS OF 

AGE ONWARD; AND THE CULMINATION BEING WHAT? HIS DEATH, BURIAL, 

RESURRECTION, AND ASCENSION BACK TO THE FATHER. WELL, YOU STILL 

HAVEN'T ANSWERED THE QUESTION. WHY DOESN'T THE BIBLE TELL US 

EVERYTHING THAT HE DID? WELL, ONE ANSWER IS THE QUANTITY. HE DID SO 

MANY THINGS. IN JOHN 21:25, JOHN WRITES, AND THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER 

THINGS WHICH JESUS DID, THE WHICH IF THEY SHOULD BE WRITTEN EVERY ONE, 

I SUPPOSE THAT EVEN THE WORLD ITSELF COULD NOT CONTAIN THE BOOKS THAT 

SHOULD BE WRITTEN. AMEN. THAT'S A HYPERBOLE. IT'S SOMETHING THAT’S 

SAID AS AN EXAGGERATION TO EMPHASIZE A REALITY; AND THE REALITY IS 

JESUS DID SO MANY THINGS. SO NUMBER ONE IS THE QUANTITY. NUMBER TWO, 

THE EVIDENCE AND INFORMATION THAT WE ARE GIVEN IN THE SCRIPTURES 

PROVIDES ADEQUATE EVIDENCE THAT HE REALLY WAS THE SON OF GOD. JOHN 

AFFIRMED, HE SAID, I DIDN'T WRITE DOWN EVERY SIGN OF JESUS; BUT THESE 

ARE WRITTEN, JOHN 20:31, THESE ARE WRITTEN THAT YOU MIGHT BELIEVE THAT 

JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND BELIEVING, YOU MIGHT HAVE 

LIFE THROUGH HIS NAME. SO WE DON'T HAVE EVERYTHING THAT JESUS DID 

BECAUSE OF THE QUANTITY OF THINGS, AND WHAT WE DO HAVE GIVES US 

ABUNDANT PROOF THAT HE REALLY WAS THE SON OF GOD. REMEMBER NOW, IT WAS 

GOD'S WILL THAT WE HAVE WHAT WE HAVE, AND IT'S GOD'S WILL THAT WE 

DON'T HAVE WHAT WE DON'T HAVE. I'M ROGER CAMPBELL, AND THIS HAS BEEN 

BE READY ALWAYS. 

 

>> WE DON'T HAVE EVERYTHING THAT WE'D LIKE TO KNOW, BUT WE HAVE 

EVERYTHING THAT WE NEED TO KNOW. THANKS, ROGER. NOW GRAB SOME PAPER 

AND SOMETHING TO WRITE WITH, AND YOU CAN WRITE DOWN OUR CONTACT 

INFORMATION. IF YOU HAVEN'T ENROLLED IN OUR FREE BIBLE COURSE, CONTACT 

US TO GET STARTED. IT'S A GREAT WAY FOR YOU TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE. 

REMEMBER THAT ALL OF OUR COURSES ARE GIVEN FREE OF CHARGE. WE WON'T 

TRY TO SELL YOU ANYTHING, AND WE WON'T PESTER YOU WITH SOLICITATIONS. 

JIM DEARMAN IS GOING TO JOIN US IN JUST A MOMENT. 

 

>> YOU MAY HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT GOOD NEWS TODAY. WE'D LIKE 

TO HEAR FROM YOU. OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE FREE BIBLE STUDY 

MATERIALS, PLEASE CONTACT US. OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS GOOD NEWS TODAY, 

P.O. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. AGAIN, THAT'S GOOD NEWS TODAY, 

P.O. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. YOU MAY PREFER TO E-MAIL US AT 

GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. THAT'S GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. OR CALL 

US TOLL-FREE AT 1-877-384-7221. THAT'S 1-877-384-7221. WE'D LIKE TO 

HEAR FROM YOU. HEARING FROM OUR AUDIENCE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TO US. 

 

>> THE EASIEST WAY TO ENROLL IN THE BIBLE COURSE IS ON OUR WEBSITE. 

CLICK WHERE IT SAYS BIBLE COURSE, FILL OUT THE FORM, AND WE'LL GET IT 



TO YOU. WHILE YOU'RE AT OUR WEBSITE, YOU CAN SEE VIDEOS OF OUR CURRENT 

AND ARCHIVE PROGRAMS THERE. THERE'S SECTIONS AVAILABLE FOR EACH OF OUR 

SEGMENTS, SO YOU CAN WATCH YOUR FAVORITES RIGHT THERE ON DEMAND. THERE 

MAY ALSO BE SOME SEGMENTS FROM YEARS GONE BY THAT YOU MISS AND YOU'D 

LIKE TO SEE AGAIN. WE'VE GOT SEVERAL OF THOSE IN THE SECTION ENTITLED 

GOOD NEWS TODAY FROM YESTERYEAR. THERE'S SO MUCH THERE TO ENJOY. YOU 

CAN ALSO ENJOY US ON TRUTH.FM, WHICH HAS A CHANNEL DEDICATED TO GOOD 

NEWS TODAY. YOU'LL HEAR PROGRAMS FROM THE EARLY YEARS OF GOOD NEWS 

TODAY UP UNTIL TODAY. IN ADDITION, THEY HAVE SEVERAL OTHER CHANNELS 

THAT ALL CONTAIN EXCELLENT BIBLE TEACHING. NOW HERE'S JIM DEARMAN WITH 

SOME SOUND WORDS FOR US ABOUT NOT FOR SALE. 

 

>> THE WISE MAN SOLOMON LONG AGO WROTE BY INSPIRATION, A GOOD NAME IS 

TO BE CHOSEN RATHER THAN GREAT RICHES; LOVING FAVOR RATHER THAN SILVER 

AND GOLD. THAT'S PROVERBS 22:1. THE LATE ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE 

SUPREME COURT, ANTONIN SCALIA, ECHOED SOLOMON'S SENTIMENT WITH THESE 

WORDS: BEAR IN MIND, HE WROTE, THAT BRAINS AND LEARNING, LIKE MUSCLE 

AND PHYSICAL SKILL, ARE ARTICLES OF COMMERCE. THEY ARE BOUGHT AND 

SOLD. YOU CAN HIRE THEM BY THE YEAR OR BY THE HOUR. THE ONLY THING IN 

THE WORLD NOT FOR SALE IS CHARACTER. WELL, THOSE WISE WORDS, THOUGH 

NOT INSPIRED, HAVE THEIR BASIS IN SOLOMON'S INSPIRED ADMONITIONS ON 

WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGHOUT THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. HE TELLS US 

TO SEEK WISDOM AS SILVER AND SEARCH FOR HER AS FOR HID TREASURES. THIS 

KIND OF WISDOM COMES FROM GOD, NOT FROM MEN. TOO MANY TODAY ARE 

LOOKING FOR THE WRONG KIND OF WISDOM IN ALL THE WRONG PLACES. JESUS 

SAID HIS CHURCH, THE KINGDOM, IS LIKE A TREASURE HID IN A FIELD, THAT 

WHEN FOUND IS WORTH SELLING ALL THAT WE HAVE TO POSSESS IT. THE KIND 

OF CHARACTER THAT CANNOT BE BOUGHT OR SOLD IS CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 

OBTAINED BY FOLLOWING THE WISDOM FROM ABOVE REVEALED TO US IN THE 

WRITTEN WORD. 

 

>> THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE ARE NOT FOR SALE. THANKS FOR 

THAT, JIM. YOU CAN ENJOY JIM’S SEGMENTS AS WELL AS ANY OTHER OF OUR 

SEGMENTS IN OUR APPS. THEY'RE AVAILABLE FOR FREE FROM THE APP STORE. 

YOU CAN WATCH ON DEMAND OR YOU CAN DOWNLOAD ITEMS TO YOUR DEVICE, EVEN 

WATCH THEM WHEN YOU'RE NOT CONNECTED. IF YOU HAVE A TELEVISION THAT 

HAS A ROKU BUILT IN OR IF YOU HAVE A ROKU OR APPLE TV ATTACHED TO THAT 

TELEVISION, WE'VE GOT A CHANNEL FOR YOU. WE'VE GOT HUNDREDS OF VIDEOS 

YOU CAN WATCH ON DEMAND RIGHT THERE ON YOUR TELEVISION. WELL, IT'S 

TIME FOR A VISIT TO THE PASTIME PORCH, WHERE JOE GUY IS WAITING FOR 

US. HE'S GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT OUR OPINIONS. 

 

>> WELL, HELLO. DON'T YOU ENJOY HAVING THINGS YOUR WAY? WE ALL SEEM TO 

ENJOY WHEN WE'RE CONFIDENT IN WHAT WE'RE DOING OR WHAT WE THINK OR 

SAY, THAT WHATEVER IT IS, THAT WE'RE RIGHT. I REMEMBER ELVIS PRESLEY 

SANG THE OLD SONG, I DID IT MY WAY. WELL, ELVIS'S WAY DIDN'T ALWAYS 

WORK OUT SO GOOD FOR HIM. YOU KNOW, IT WOULD BE A LIE TO SAY THAT THE 

BIBLE TELLS US EVERYTHING; IT WOULD BE TRUTHFUL TO SAY THAT THE BIBLE 

TELLS US EVERYTHING THAT WE NEED TO KNOW. SO WHERE GOD ALLOWS US, WE 

HAVE FREEDOM TO FOLLOW OUR OWN OPINIONS AND CONVENIENCES TO CHOOSE AND 

DO WHAT HE ALLOWS US. EVEN THOUGH WE MAY BE RIGHT IN OUR CHOICES AND 

OPINIONS, THESE CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR OTHERS WHO MAY NOT FULLY 



UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD ALLOWS. PAUL TALKS ABOUT THIS PROBLEM IN HIS 

LETTER TO THE ROMANS, WHERE CHRISTIANS WERE STRUGGLING OVER WHETHER IT 

WAS ALLOWABLE TO EAT OR NOT EAT CERTAIN FOODS. FOR PAUL, THE SOLUTION 

WAS SIMPLE. IN ROMANS 14:14-16, HE POINTS OUT THAT NO FOOD OR DRINK IS 

NECESSARILY UNCLEAN UNLESS A PERSON WERE TO CONSIDER IT WRONG FOR 

THEIR OWN SELF. WHEN A CHRISTIAN FEELS SUCH, WE SHOULD LOVE THEM 

ENOUGH TO SACRIFICE OUR OWN WANTS FOR THEIR SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING. PAUL 

WROTE TO THE ROMANS WHILE HE WAS IN CORINTH, WHERE THIS ISSUE WAS A 

REAL PROBLEM IN THOSE DAYS, WHERE MUCH OF THE FRESH MEAT AND FOODS 

WERE ONLY AVAILABLE IN THE CITY MARKETS OR FROM THE PAGAN TEMPLES; AND 

SOME CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES, FORMER PAGANS, JUST DIDN'T FEEL RIGHT 

ABOUT EATING THAT MEAT. PAUL DOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE A PROBLEM WITH 

EATING ANY TYPE OF FOOD, AS HE KNEW THAT GOD ALLOWED IT; BUT HE DOES 

NOT DISMISS THAT SOME PEOPLE DID. AND IF HIS ACTIONS, THOUGH 

ALLOWABLE, CAUSED ANOTHER CHRISTIAN TO STUMBLE OR TURN AWAY FROM GOD, 

THEN HIS FREEDOM TO CHOOSE BECAME SINFUL WHEN HIS OPINION BECAME MORE 

IMPORTANT THAN THE WELFARE OF OTHERS. PAUL'S MESSAGE WAS THAT IT'S 

ALWAYS BETTER TO SACRIFICE OUR OPINIONS, EVEN IF WE'RE RIGHT, IF THE 

OPINION WILL RESULT IN DAMAGING ANOTHER’S SALVATION. WE SHOULD LOVE 

OTHERS MORE THAN OURSELVES. WHATEVER WE DO MUST BE FROM CONVICTION, 

KNOWING OUR REASONS ARE TRUE AND CORRECT, WITH A MIND TOWARD OUR 

EFFECT ON OTHERS. ISN'T IT BETTER TO BE MORE CHRIST-LIKE, TO LOVE 

OTHERS AS MUCH MORE THAN OURSELVES? WHEN IT COMES TO DECIDING WHAT WE 

WANT OVER WHAT IS BEST FOR ANOTHER, ISN'T IT BETTER TO SIMPLY TRUST 

THE TIMELESS TEXT? I'M JOE GUY. THANK YOU FOR STOPPING BY. 

 

>> PUTTING OTHERS AHEAD OF OUR OWN OPINIONS. THAT'S GREAT INSTRUCTION 

FROM THE WORD OF GOD. THANKS, JOE. IF YOU ENJOY PODCASTS, WE HAVE 

THREE OF THEM AVAILABLE. GETTING TO THEM CAN BE A SIMPLE PROCESS. IF 

YOU HAVE AN APPLE DEVICE, JUST SAY SIRI, PLAY THE PODCAST GOOD NEWS 

TODAY DAILY DEVOTIONAL TIME. OR YOU CAN INSERT THE NAME OF ANOTHER 

SMART DEVICE THAT YOU HAVE IN YOUR HOME. IN JUST A MOMENT, WE'LL GIVE 

OUR BIBLE QUESTION TO GUYTON MONTGOMERY AND TROY SPRADLIN. 

 

>> (SINGING) 

 

>> NOW WE HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION FOR GUYTON AND TROY: SHOULD WE LOOK AT 

THE EPISTLES AS LOVE LETTERS OR AS LEGAL DOCUMENTS? 

 

>> HEY, TROY, HERE'S THE QUESTION FOR TODAY. 

 

>> OKAY. 

 

>> DO YOU LIKE CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM OR STRAWBERRY ICE CREAM? 

 

>> I LIKE THEM BOTH. I LIKE THEM BOTH. WHY DO I HAVE TO PICK BETWEEN 

THE TWO? 

 

>> AND SOMETIMES WE SEE THAT, THAT WE GET ASKED A QUESTION THAT'S NOT 

AN EITHER/OR ANSWER; IT'S KIND OF A BOTH ANSWER. AND THAT'S TODAY'S 

QUESTION. SOMEBODY WROTE IN AND WANTED TO KNOW, SHOULD WE LOOK AT THE 

EPISTLES AS LOVE LETTERS OR AS LEGAL DOCUMENTS? 



 

>> OH, OKAY. WELL, YEAH, EXACTLY. WHY NOT BOTH? 

 

>> BUT TO CLARIFY FOR OUR LISTENERS OR VIEWERS - MAYBE THEY'RE BOTH, 

DON'T HAVE TO BE EITHER/OR - BUT TO CLARIFY, WHAT ARE WE REFERENCING 

WHEN WE SAY EPISTLES? 

 

>> WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE LETTERS THAT ARE WRITTEN TYPICALLY STARTING 

AROUND ROMANS ALL THE WAY TO THE END; AND EVEN REVELATION IS KIND OF 

AN EPISTLE ITSELF. BUT IT'S A LETTER. IT'S A LETTER THAT THE APOSTLES 

AND THE DISCIPLES WROTE TO THE CHURCHES IN THAT TIME FRAME. 

 

>> AND SO WE GET THESE QUESTIONS KIND OF POSED TO US DIFFERENT WAYS, 

BUT IT'S ALWAYS KIND OF THE SAME ONE, IS HOW DO WE VIEW THESE 

EPISTLES? ARE THEY LOVE LETTERS, OR ARE THEY LEGAL DOCUMENTS? AND 

NORMALLY, TROY, WHAT I'VE NOTICED IS IT'S ACCOMPANIED BY SOMEBODY 

SAYING, WELL, YOU'RE JUST BEING LEGALISTIC WHEN WE LOOK TO, LET'S SAY 

1ST CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 16, AND WE'RE CONCERNING HOW THE CHURCH IS TO 

COLLECT FOR ITS OFFERING AND WE USE THAT AS AUTHORITY FOR WE TAKE A 

FREEWILL OFFERING ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK AS WE'VE BEEN 

PROSPERED. 

 

>> WELL, BUT THAT'S THE THING. THAT'S WHY IT'S KIND OF A HARD QUESTION 

TO ANSWER IS IT EITHER/OR. BUT YOU HAVE ON ONE HAND WHERE HE'S SAYING, 

YOU KNOW, I'M SO THANKFUL FOR YOU, I HEARD ABOUT YOUR FAITH, I COMMEND 

YOU, ALL THESE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HE SAYS; BUT WE’VE GOT TO 

UNDERSTAND THAT THESE LETTERS WERE WRITTEN TO CHURCHES THAT WERE 

HAVING PROBLEMS MOST OF THE TIME. AND SO YOU ALSO SEE WORDS LIKE, I 

CHARGE YOU, I COMMAND YOU, HOLD FAST TO THE DOCTRINE.  

 

>> PAUL WROTE TO TIMOTHY, PREACH THE WORD. 

 

>> EXACTLY. SO THERE ARE DEFINITELY COMMANDMENTS. SO THEY ARE LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS IF THEY'RE GIVING YOU A COMMAND. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, YOU 

KNOW, WHY IS IT NOT ANYTHING LIKE WHAT WOULD MAYBE YOUR PARENT WOULD 

WRITE YOU? YOU KNOW, IF YOUR MOM WRITES YOU AND YOU’RE IN SCHOOL, 

WELL, I LOVE YOU, SON. BE SURE AND DO YOUR LAUNDRY, BRUSH YOUR TEETH, 

YOU KNOW? IT'S BOTH. 

 

>> EXACTLY. AND I THINK SOMETIMES WE THINK WHEN COMMANDS OR AUTHORITY 

ARE USED OR LEGAL DOCUMENTS, BECAUSE THINK ABOUT THE LAW OF MOSES. GOD 

HANDED DOWN THE LAW OF MOSES TO THE JEWISH NATION, THE NATION OF 

ISRAEL. AND WAS IT A LAW? WAS IT LEGAL? YES. BUT WHY DID GOD GIVE IT 

TO THEM? 

 

>> FROM LOVE. 

 

>> FROM LOVE. EVERYTHING, ALL HIS COMMANDS, HIS DISCIPLINE, EVERYTHING 

GOD HAS DONE IS LOVE. AND SO WERE ALL THE EPISTLES WRITTEN IN LOVE? 

ARE THEY A LOVE LETTER? YES. 

 

>> YEAH. 



 

>> BUT IT DOESN'T TAKE AWAY THE AUTHORITY WITH WHICH THOSE MEN, 

INSPIRED OF GOD, WERE WRITING. 

 

>> EXACTLY. AND LET'S NOT FORGET, EVEN IN ONE OF THOSE LETTERS, PAUL 

SAYS, ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD. IT IS PROFITABLE. 

WHAT'S IT PROFITABLE FOR? FOR DOCTRINE, FOR REPROOF, FOR CORRECTION 

AND INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT THE MAN OF GOD MAY BE 

COMPLETE, THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK. SO IT COVERS BOTH 

SIDES THERE. 

 

>> SO SHOULD WE LOOK TO THE EPISTLES AS LOVE LETTERS OR LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS? THE ANSWER IS, BOTH. APPRECIATE THE LOVE WITH WHICH GOD 

INSPIRED THEM, WITH WHICH THESE HUMAN PENMEN WROTE THEM, SENT THEM AND 

WITH WHICH THEY WERE RECEIVED TO BE ABLE TO HELP US AS CHRISTIANS TO 

BE ABLE TO FOLLOW AFTER GOD. SO SEE THEM AS LOVE LETTERS THAT 

CONTAINED THE LAW OF CHRIST. 

 

>> AMEN. 

 

>> OUR BIBLES ARE PRECIOUS DOCUMENTS. WE SHOULD NEVER, EVER TAKE THEM 

FOR GRANTED. STUDY THEM, PAY ATTENTION, AND DO WHAT YOU'RE TOLD TO DO. 

WE WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO ALWAYS CHECK ALL RELIGIOUS TEACHING 

AGAINST THE WORD OF GOD. MAKE SURE THAT'S WHAT IT SAYS. BE LIKE THOSE 

BEREANS IN ACTS 17:11. IF YOU NEED TO HEAR OUR PROGRAM OR WATCH IT 

AGAIN, YOU CAN DO THAT AND HAVE SOME EXTRA TIME TO CHECK THE SCRIPTURE 

FOR YOURSELF. YOU CAN DO THAT THROUGH OUR WEBSITE, THROUGH OUR APPS, 

OR THROUGH OUR PODCASTS. WE EVEN HAVE TRANSCRIPTS THAT ARE AVAILABLE. 

JUST CLICK ON THE NOTES WHEN YOU GET TO THE ACTUAL PROGRAM. HAVE A 

QUESTION? CONTACT US. WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. REMEMBER, WE LOVE 

YOU, WE'RE PRAYING FOR YOU, AND WE WANT YOU TO MAKE IT TO HEAVEN. 

 

>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY 

 


