
>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY. NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE 
WORLD, THERE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TODAY. 
 
>> WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS TODAY, THE PROGRAM WHERE YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND 
GOOD NEWS, NO MATTER WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD. 
 
>> I'M MARK TESKE, YOUR HOST FOR GOOD NEWS TODAY. I WANT TO THANK YOU 
FOR JOINING US. AND WE'VE GOT A GREAT PROGRAM. HERE'S WHAT'S COMING 
UP. WE'RE GOING TO BEGIN WITH OUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, AND THAT CONSISTS 
OF OUR SCRIPTURE READING, BEAUTIFUL SINGING, AND A BRIEF STUDY OF OUR 
SCRIPTURE. TODAY WE'LL BE LOOKING AT MATTHEW 25, THE FIRST 13 VERSES, 
WHERE JESUS TELLS US A PARABLE TO WARN US ABOUT BEING PREPARED. SO GET 
OUT YOUR BIBLES, TURN TO MATTHEW 25. I'LL MEET YOU THERE IN JUST A 
MOMENT. FOLLOWING OUR DEVOTIONAL TIME, ROGER CAMPBELL JOINS US, AND 
HE'S ANSWERING A VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION: HOW DOES A PERSON GET INTO 
CHRIST? JIM DEARMAN WILL JOIN US WITH SOME SOUND WORDS ABOUT THE 
MEDICINE OF HOPE. WE'LL HEAD OVER TO CODY BOSTON'S CORNER OF THE WORLD 
AND HEAR ABOUT A HELMET THAT WE SHOULD BE WEARING. IN OUR FINAL 
SEGMENT, WE HAVE A BIBLE QUESTION FOR GUYTON AND TROY: IS THE RICH MAN 
AND LAZARUS OF LUKE 16 LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE? WELL, I HOPE YOU HAVE 
YOUR BIBLES OPENED UP TO MATTHEW 25, WHERE WE READ BEGINNING IN VERSE 
1, THEN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SHALL BE LIKENED TO TEN VIRGINS WHO TOOK 
THEIR LAMPS AND WENT OUT TO MEET THE BRIDEGROOM. NOW FIVE OF THEM WERE 
WISE, AND FIVE WERE FOOLISH. THOSE WHO WERE FOOLISH TOOK THEIR LAMPS 
AND TOOK NO OIL WITH THEM, BUT THE WISE TOOK OIL IN THEIR VESSELS WITH 
THEIR LAMPS. BUT WHILE THE BRIDEGROOM WAS DELAYED, THEY ALL SLUMBERED 
AND SLEPT. AND AT MIDNIGHT, A CRY WAS HEARD: BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM IS 
COMING; GO OUT TO MEET HIM! THEN ALL THOSE VIRGINS AROSE AND TRIMMED 
THEIR LAMPS. AND THE FOOLISH SAID TO THE WISE, GIVE US SOME OF YOUR 
OILM FOR OUR LAMPS ARE GOING OUT. BUT THE WISE ANSWERED, SAYING, NO, 
LEST THERE SHOULD NOT BE ENOUGH FOR US AND YOU; BUT GO RATHER TO THOSE 
WHO SELL, AND BUY FOR YOURSELVES. AND WHEN THEY WENT TO BUY, THE 
BRIDEGROOM CAME, AND THOSE WHO WERE READY WENT IN WITH HIM TO THE 
WEDDING; AND THE DOOR WAS SHUT. AFTERWARD THE OTHER VIRGINS CAME ALSO, 
SAYING, LORD, LORD OPEN TO US! BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, ASSUREDLY, I 
SAY TO YOU, I DO NOT KNOW YOU. WATCH THEREFORE, FOR YOU KNOW NEITHER 
THE DAY NOR THE HOUR IN WHICH THE SON OF MAN IS COMING. 
 
>> (SINGING) 
 
>> HERE IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 25, WE'RE IN THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ 
MINISTRY. HE JUST ANSWERED THREE OF THE DISCIPLES’ QUESTIONS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF CHAPTER 24. HE EXPLAINED TO THEM ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE TEMPLE AND THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM THAT WAS TO COME IN AD 70. 
AND THERE WERE SIGNS THAT THEY COULD LOOK FOR ABOUT THAT COMING 
DESTRUCTION IN AD 70. THEN HE WENT ON TO TALK ABOUT THE END OF THE 
WORLD, THE JUDGMENT DAY; AND THERE WOULD BE NO SIGNS FOR ITS COMING. 
AND HE THEN GIVES A SERIES OF PARABLES TO EXPLAIN THIS FACT. WELL, 
WHAT'S A PARABLE? THAT COMES FROM TWO GREEK WORDS MEANING TO CAST 
ALONGSIDE. AND A PARABLE IS A STORY THAT WE CAN RELATE TO, AND IT'S 
USED TO EXPLAIN A MORE ABSTRACT THOUGHT, SOMETHING THAT MAYBE IS A 
LITTLE BIT HARDER FOR US TO UNDERSTAND. SO TAKING SOMETHING THAT WE 



KNOW TO EXPLAIN SOMETHING THAT'S A LITTLE BIT MORE DIFFICULT. AND IN 
OUR NEW TESTAMENTS, WE READ THAT JESUS USED THESE QUITE OFTEN; AND 
MATTHEW AND LUKE RECORD MOST OF THE PARABLES THAT WE HAVE AVAILABLE TO 
US TODAY. AND SOMETIMES THE SCRIPTURE ACTUALLY EXPLAINS TO US THE 
MEANING OF THAT PARABLE AS JESUS WAS EXPLAINING IT TO THOSE HE WAS 
SPEAKING TO; AND THIS JUST HAPPENS TO BE ONE OF THOSE. SO AS WE LOOK 
AT OUR TEXT, WE CAN SEE THAT THERE WERE TEN VIRGINS THAT WERE WAITING 
FOR THE GROOM, WHO HAD BEEN DELAYED. AND THEY NEEDED OIL FOR THEIR 
LAMPS TO ALLOW THEM TO SAFELY GO OUT INTO THE DARK. WE HAVE THE FIVE 
WISE THAT HAD THEIR OIL, AND THEN WE HAVE THE FIVE FOOLISH THAT DIDN'T 
HAVE ENOUGH OIL TO MAKE IT THROUGH THE NIGHT. NOW, THAT WAS A MATTER 
OF PREPARATION, BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T KNOW HOW LONG THEY WERE GOING TO 
NEED IT. AND WHEN THE TIME CAME THAT THE NEED WAS THERE, THE FIVE 
FOOLISH ASKED TO BORROW, BUT THERE JUST WASN'T ENOUGH TO GO AROUND, SO 
THEY HAD TO GO OUT AND BUY SOME OIL AT THE VERY LAST MINUTE. AND IT 
JUST SO HAPPENED THAT WHILE THEY WERE GONE, THE GROOM CAME BACK. THERE 
WERE ONLY FIVE LEFT THAT WERE ABLE TO GO WITH HIM BECAUSE THE OTHER 
FIVE HAD GONE TO BUY OIL. AND BY THE TIME THEY MADE IT BACK, IT WAS 
TOO LATE; THE DOOR HAD BEEN SHUT. THERE WAS NO SECOND CHANCE. THEY 
WERE NOT ALLOWED IN. IN FACT, THEY WERE TOLD RATHER FORCEFULLY, I DO 
NOT KNOW YOU. THINK ABOUT THAT, A BRIDE GOING TO HER GROOM AND HIM 
SAYING, I DON'T EVEN KNOW YOU. THAT WOULD BE A TRAGIC SITUATION. JESUS 
THEN GIVES US THE CONCLUSION FOR THIS. HE SAYS, THEREFORE, THE 
EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE FOR US, WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? YOU NEED TO 
ALWAYS BE READY FOR THE RETURN OF THE SON OF MAN. YOU SEE, BACK IN 
CHAPTER 24, HE TALKED ABOUT ALL THOSE DIFFERENT SIGNS THAT WOULD 
HAPPEN, ALL THOSE SIGNS THAT THEY WOULD HAVE FOR THE COMING 
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. FROM VERSES 4 THROUGH 35, HE TALKS ABOUT 
THOSE SIGNS AND ALL THE THINGS THAT THEY COULD DO. AND THEN IN VERSE 
34 HE SAYS ALL THESE THINGS WILL HAPPEN DURING THAT GENERATION. BUT 
THEN VERSE 36 BEGINS WITH THE WORD, BUT, THAT WORD OF TRANSITION. THIS 
IS SOMETHING DIFFERENT. NOW HE'S GOING TO TALK ABOUT THE COMING 
JUDGMENT DAY. AND THE POINT THAT HE'S MAKING FROM HERE ON OUT IS THAT 
THERE WILL BE NO SIGNS. WE HAD SIGNS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 
IN AD 70; BUT THE COMING OF JESUS, THERE WILL BE NO SIGNS. SO WE NEED 
TO ALWAYS LIVE OUR LIFE IN SUCH A WAY THAT WHEN JESUS COMES, WE'LL BE 
READY. THAT'S THE POINT THAT HE'S MAKING FROM VERSE 36 ALL THE WAY 
THROUGH THE END OF CHAPTER 25. THERE WILL BE NO SECOND CHANCE. WHEN 
THE DOOR CLOSES, THE ANSWER WILL BE, I DO NOT KNOW YOU. ONE SAD THING 
THAT WE LEARN FROM THIS IS NOT EVERYBODY WHO THINKS THEY WILL BE SAVED 
ARE GOING TO BE SAVED. LET THAT SINK IN. WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT 
WE’VE DONE WHAT HE SAYS WE NEED TO DO; AND THAT INCLUDES BAPTISM FOR 
THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, MARK 16:15-16. ARE YOU READY? HE WANTS TO 
SAVE YOU, AND THAT'S GOOD NEWS FOR US TODAY. NOW ROGER CAMPBELL JOINS 
US TO ANSWER THE QUESTION, HOW DOES A PERSON GET INTO CHRIST? BE READY 
ALWAYS. 
 
>> HOW DOES A PERSON GET INTO CHRIST? IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, WE OFTEN 
READ ABOUT BLESSINGS THAT ARE IN CHRIST; BUT HOW DOES A LOST PERSON 
GET INTO HIM? THAT'S A REALLY IMPORTANT QUESTION. HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER 
THAT? WE’RE TO BE READY AS A CHRISTIAN TO BE ABLE TO GIVE A DEFENSE OR 
AN ANSWER, 1ST PETER 3:15. WELL, THINK FIRST OF ALL ABOUT THE 



WONDERFUL BLESSINGS GOD MAKES AVAILABLE IN HIS SON. THE BIBLE SAYS IN 
EPHESIANS 1:3 THAT IN THE CHRIST, WE HAVE ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. A 
LITTLE FURTHER DOWN IN EPHESIANS 1:7, REDEMPTION IS IN THE CHRIST. 
ROMANS 8:1, IN HIM THERE'S NO CONDEMNATION. 2ND TIMOTHY 2:1, GRACE IS 
IN THE CHRIST. AND THEN 1ST JOHN 5:11, ETERNAL LIFE IS IN GOD'S SON. 
SO THOSE AMAZING BLESSINGS, THEY ALL COME FROM GOD, AND THEY'RE ALL 
AVAILABLE IN ONLY ONE PLACE: THAT'S IN CHRIST. SO IF A LOST PERSON 
KNOWS THAT IT'S ONLY IN JESUS THAT THESE BLESSINGS ARE AVAILABLE, THEN 
ONE WHO WANTS TO BE SAVED WANTS TO KNOW THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, 
HOW DO I OBTAIN THOSE? WHAT'S REQUIRED OF ME TO GET INTO THE CHRIST? 
WHAT ABOUT BELIEVING IN JESUS? IS THAT NECESSARY IN ORDER TO BE SAVED? 
JESUS SAID, HE THAT BELIEVETH IS NOT CONDEMNED, BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH 
NOT IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, JOHN 3:18. IN THE CONTEXT, HE WAS TALKING 
ABOUT BELIEVING IN HIM AS THE SON OF GOD. AND SO THERE'S NO DOUBT THAT 
IN ORDER TO BE SAVED OR GET INTO THE CHRIST, ONE HAS TO BELIEVE IN 
JESUS. BUT LISTEN CAREFULLY: THE BIBLE NEVER SAYS THAT ONE BELIEVES 
INTO JESUS. WE BELIEVE UNTO, IN THE DIRECTION OF SALVATION, BUT WE 
DON'T BELIEVE INTO JESUS. WHAT ABOUT REPENTANCE? WELL, THAT'S 
REQUIRED. THE BIBLE SAYS IN ACTS 3:19, REPENT AND BE CONVERTED, THAT 
YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT. SO REPENTANCE TAKES US IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION; BUT IT DOESN'T GET US INTO THE CHRIST. SAME THING WITH 
CONFESSING FAITH IN JESUS. WITH THE MOUTH CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO, IN 
THE DIRECTION OF SALVATION, ROMANS 10:10. AND SO WHILE BELIEVING AND 
REPENTING AND CONFESSING FAITH ARE TAKING US IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 
AND THEY'RE CERTAINLY REQUIRED, NONE OF THOSE INDIVIDUALLY OR 
COLLECTIVELY GET US INTO THE CHRIST. THERE ARE TWO NEW TESTAMENT 
VERSES IN WHICH WE LEARN HOW TO GET INTO JESUS. ONE OF THOSE IS ASKED 
IN THE FORM OF A QUESTION, ROMANS 6:3, KNOW YE NOT THAT AS MANY OF US 
AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH? HOW DID 
THEY GET INTO CHRIST? BAPTIZED. THE OTHER VERSE IS GALATIANS 3:27, FOR 
AS MANY OF YOU AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE PUT ON CHRIST. NOW, 
THAT'S GOD'S ANSWER, THAT'S THE BIBLE ANSWER, THAT'S THE ANSWER WE 
WANT, AND THAT'S THE ONLY ANSWER THAT WE'RE GOING TO GIVE. THE WAY TO 
GET INTO THE CHRIST IS BY BEING BAPTIZED INTO HIM, WATER BAPTISM FOR 
THE REMISSION OF SIN. I'M ROGER CAMPBELL, AND THIS HAS BEEN BE READY 
ALWAYS. 
 
>> ALL THOSE GREAT BLESSINGS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE IN CHRIST, SO GETTING 
INTO CHRIST THROUGH THE PENITENT BELIEVER’S BAPTISM IS CRITICAL. 
THANKS, ROGER. WE OFFER A FREE BIBLE COURSE TO HELP YOU DO THAT VERY 
THING. WE'RE GOING TO GIVE YOU OUR CONTACT INFORMATION. THEN WE'LL BE 
JOINED BY JIM DEARMAN. 
 
>> YOU MAY HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ABOUT GOOD NEWS TODAY. WE'D LIKE 
TO HEAR FROM YOU. OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE FREE BIBLE STUDY 
MATERIALS, PLEASE CONTACT US. OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS GOOD NEWS TODAY, 
P.O. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. AGAIN, THAT'S GOOD NEWS TODAY, 
P.O. BOX 206, DUNLAP, TENNESSEE, 37327. YOU MAY PREFER TO E-MAIL US AT 
GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. THAT'S GOODNEWSTODAYTV@GMAIL.COM. OR CALL 
US TOLL-FREE AT 1-877-384-7221. THAT'S 1-877-384-7221. WE'D LIKE TO 
HEAR FROM YOU. HEARING FROM OUR AUDIENCE IS ALWAYS GOOD NEWS TO US. 
 



>> THE EASIEST WAY TO ENROLL IN OUR BIBLE COURSE IS ON OUR WEBSITE AT 
GNTTV.ORG. JUST CLICK WHERE IT SAYS BIBLE COURSE, FILL OUT THE 
INFORMATION, AND WE'LL MAIL IT TO YOU. NOW HERE'S JIM DEARMAN WITH 
SOME SOUND WORDS FOR US ABOUT THE MEDICINE OF HOPE. 
 
>> (SINGING) 
 
>> THERE IS NO MEDICINE LIKE HOPE, NO INCENTIVE SO GREAT, AND NO TONIC 
SO POWERFUL AS EXPECTATION OF SOMETHING BETTER TOMORROW. HOW TRUE ARE 
THOSE WORDS FROM ORISON SWETT MARDEN. WE LIVE IN HOPE OF BETTER 
THINGS; HOWEVER, MANY ARE HOPING ONLY FOR SOMETHING BETTER TOMORROW IN 
A MATERIAL SENSE, WHEN THE GREATEST HOPE SHOULD BE A SPIRITUAL ONE. 
MAN HAS BECOME CONSUMED WITH THE MATERIAL, WHILE THE BETTER TOMORROW 
SPIRITUALLY IS IGNORED. JESUS ASKED, FOR WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED IF HE 
SHALL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL, OR WHAT SHALL A MAN 
GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL? THE SAVIOR ALSO ADVISED, LAY NOT UP FOR 
YOURSELVES TREASURES UPON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DOTH CORRUPT AND 
WHERE THIEVES BREAK THROUGH AND STEAL; BUT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST DOTH CORRUPT AND 
WHERE THIEVES DO NOT BREAK THROUGH NOR STEAL; FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE 
IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO. 
 
>> THANKS FOR THAT, JIM. THERE'S A LOT OF PAST GOOD NEWS TODAY 
EPISODES YOU CAN GET FROM OUR APPS. THEY'RE AVAILABLE FOR ANDROID, 
APPLE, AND ROKU FREE OF CHARGE. CAN BE FOUND IN THE APP STORE. NOW 
IT'S TIME TO TURN OUR BIBLES TO EPHESIANS 6, BECAUSE WE'RE GOING TO 
SEE WHAT'S GOING ON IN CODY BOSTON'S CORNER OF THE WORLD AS HE 
DISCUSSES THE HELMET OF SALVATION. 
 
>> WELCOME TO CODY'S CORNER. TODAY. I WANT TO TALK ABOUT HELMETS. AND 
IF YOU'VE EVER PLAYED BASEBALL OR FOOTBALL OR THOSE KIND OF SPORTS, 
SOFTBALL, THEN YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THOSE TYPE OF HELMETS. IF YOU'VE 
EVER RIDDEN A BIKE, THEN YOU'VE PROBABLY WORN A HELMET, HOPEFULLY 
YOU'VE WORN A HELMET. IF YOU'VE RIDDEN FOUR WHEELERS AND THOSE THINGS, 
USUALLY PEOPLE WEAR HELMETS. AND IT'S ALL TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR 
THE HEAD, RIGHT? YOU WEAR A HELMET IN BASEBALL SO THAT THE BALL 
DOESN'T HIT YOUR HEAD, OR A BAT OR SOME OTHER TYPE OF HEAD INJURY 
HAPPENS. YOU WANT TO AVOID THOSE THINGS, AND SO YOU WEAR A HELMET. 
SAME WITH FOOTBALL. YOU WEAR A HELMET TO AVOID HAVING THIS INJURY TO 
YOUR HEAD. WITH BIKES, IN CASE YOU HAVE A WRECK, YOU WANT TO MAKE SURE 
THAT YOUR HEAD IS PROTECTED. AND SAME WITH FOUR WHEELERS AND OTHER 
THINGS. SO HELMETS OFFER PROTECTION SPECIFICALLY TO YOUR HEAD, TO YOUR 
BRAIN, TO THIS AREA OF YOUR BODY. AND AS I THINK OF HELMETS AND I 
THINK OF THE PROTECTION THEY OFFER, I THINK OF EPHESIANS 6 AND THE 
ARMOR OF GOD WHERE IT TALKS ABOUT THIS HELMET OF SALVATION. I WANT TO 
ASK YOU TO GO TO EPHESIANS 6 FOR JUST A MOMENT. IN EPHESIANS 6:17, IT 
SAYS, TAKE THE HELMET OF SALVATION. AND AS YOU THINK OF OUR ARMOR, YOU 
SEE, WE'RE GOING OFF INTO BATTLE EVERY DAY. WHEN WE GO OUT INTO THE 
WORKPLACE, WHEN WE GO OUT TO THE GROCERY STORE, WHEREVER WE MAY GO, WE 
GO OUT TO THE BALL FIELD TO WATCH OUR CHILDREN PLAY BASEBALL OR 
SOFTBALL OR WHATEVER ELSE, WHEREVER WE MAY GO, WE ARE GOING OUT INTO A 
BATTLEFIELD EVERY DAY. LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN IS A BATTLEFIELD FOR THE 



CHURCH, FOR GOD, FOR HIS KINGDOM. AND SO AS WE THINK OF THIS 
BATTLEFIELD, WE HAVE TO BE PREPARED. WE HAVE TO HAVE THE RIGHT ARMOR 
AS WE GO INTO BATTLE. WE'VE TALKED ABOUT THINGS BEFORE LIKE THE HELMET 
AND THE BREASTPLATE AND THINGS OF THAT NATURE. AND ONE PIECE OF THIS 
IS THAT HELMET THAT WE TALKED ABOUT. AND WITH THE HELMET OF SALVATION, 
WITH THIS PROTECTION BEING OFFERED TO THE HEAD, THEY WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT ABOUT THE HELMET WORN DURING BATTLE, THE HELMET THAT A ROMAN 
SOLDIER WOULD WEAR WHICH WOULD PROTECT YOUR HEAD FROM INJURY, FROM 
THINGS GETTING TO THE BRAIN, FROM ANYTHING THAT MIGHT COST YOU YOUR 
LIFE. AND THOSE PARTICULAR HELMETS, THEY WERE MADE OF THIS TOUGH IRON 
OR BRONZE THAT HAD THESE CHEEK GUARDS, AND THERE WAS THIS INSIDE 
SPONGY MATERIAL THAT WOULD MAKE THE WEIGHT BEARABLE OF THE HELMET. AND 
THE REALITY IS A LOT OF PEOPLE TODAY, I DON'T EVEN KNOW IF WE HAVE THE 
NECK MUSCLES TO HOLD UP THAT KIND OF HELMET, TO WEAR THAT KIND OF 
HELMET AROUND. BUT THEY WOULD WEAR THESE HEAVY HELMETS TO PROTECT THIS 
VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR BODY. SO THE HELMET OF SALVATION. AS I 
THINK OF THAT, I THINK A LOT OF PEOPLE WALK AROUND UNSURE OF THEIR 
SALVATION, HOPING THAT MAYBE THEY'LL BE IN HEAVEN ONE DAY WHEN THIS 
LIFE IS OVER, BUT NOT REALLY BEING ASSURED OF THAT REALITY, NOT REALLY 
HAVING CONFIDENCE OF THAT REALITY; IN A WAY, HONESTLY KIND OF DOUBTING 
THEIR SALVATION. AND SO AS WE PUT ON AND TAKE THIS HELMET OF 
SALVATION, WE PUT IT ON, WE'RE PROTECTING OUR MINDS AND REMINDING 
OURSELVES THAT WE ARE SAVED BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS. PAUL WAS CONFIDENT 
IN HIS SALVATION. WHEN HE TALKS ABOUT FINISHING THE FIGHT AND KEEPING 
THE FAITH, FINISHING THE RACE, FIGHTING A GOOD FIGHT, KEEPING THE 
FAITH, HOW CAN HE MAKE THAT STATEMENT? BECAUSE HE'S CONFIDENT IN HIS 
SALVATION. HE KNOWS THERE'S THIS CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WAITING FOR 
HIM. FOR US, WE HAVE TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN OUR SALVATION, HAVE THIS 
PROTECTION. DON'T LET THOSE DOUBTING THINGS GET INTO YOUR MIND THAT 
CAUSE YOU TO DOUBT YOUR SALVATION OR TO DOUBT GOD OR TO DOUBT THE 
POWER OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS. TRUST IN IT. KNOW THAT YOU'RE SAVED BY 
HIS BLOOD. AND TAKE THAT HELMET WITH YOU EVERYWHERE YOU GO, PROTECTING 
YOUR MIND, AND FINDING CONFIDENCE AND COURAGE IN THE TRUTH THAT YOU'VE 
BEEN SAVED BY THE POWER OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS. WELL, THAT'S IT FROM MY 
CORNER OF THE WORLD. I HOPE THAT YOU HAVE A BLESSED DAY. 
 
>> THANKS, CODY. WE'VE GOT A GREAT WAY FOR YOU TO START EVERY DAY, AND 
THAT'S WITH THE GOOD NEWS TODAY PODCAST. JUST SEARCH FOR GOOD NEWS 
TODAY DAILY DEVOTIONAL TIME WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS, AND START 
EVERY DAY WITH YOUR DAILY DOSE OF GOOD NEWS. IN JUST A MOMENT, WE'LL 
GIVE OUR BIBLE QUESTION TO GUYTON MONTGOMERY AND TROY SPRADLIN. 
 
>> (SINGING) 
 
>> AND NOW OUR QUESTION FOR GUYTON AND TROY: IS THE RICH MAN AND 
LAZARUS OF LUKE 16 LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE? 
 
>> TROY, I’VE GOT A QUESTION. 
 
>> WHAT QUESTION DO YOU HAVE TODAY, BROTHER? 
 
>> ARE YOU MY FRIEND? 



 
>> I AM YOUR FRIEND. 
 
>> SO DO YOU LOVE ME? 
 
>> IN CHRIST, I DO. I LOVE YOU, BROTHER. 
 
>> OH, MAN. THAT MEANS A LOT. SO WOULD YOU DIE FOR ME? 
 
>> WELL, I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT I WOULD. BUT, YOU KNOW, CHRIST 
SAID THERE'S NO GREATER LOVE THAN TO LAY DOWN YOUR LIFE FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS. SO I GUESS I’VE GOT TO, GUYTON. 
 
>> SO WOULD YOU LITERALLY OR FIGURATIVELY DIE FOR ME? 
 
>> WELL, I THINK JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT LITERAL THERE. SO WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING WITH THIS? 
 
>> WELL, A LOT OF CONFUSION IS MADE SOMETIMES WHEN PEOPLE SPEAK. 
SOMETIMES THEY'LL SAY SOMETHING LIKE, MAN, I'LL DIE FOR YOU, MAN. AND 
YOU KNOW, THESE ARE MY BROTHERS ON THE FOOTBALL TEAM, I'LL DIE FOR 
THEM. 
 
>> DO YOU REALLY MEAN THAT?  
 
>> I THINK THEY MEAN THAT FIGURATIVELY, NOT LITERALLY. NOW, JESUS, 
CERTAINLY I AGREE WITH YOU MEANT THAT LITERALLY WE SHOULD BE WILLING 
TO DIE FOR OUR FELLOW MAN. AND CERTAINLY THERE'S SO MANY MEN AND WOMEN 
THAT HAVE DONE THAT. 
 
>> YEAH. 
 
>> AND SO THE QUESTION THAT WE GET TODAY COMES DOWN TO THAT 
LITERAL/FIGURATIVE. THEY WANT TO KNOW, IS THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS IN 
LUKE CHAPTER 16 LITERAL OR IS IT FIGURATIVE? GOOD QUESTION. WE'VE 
ANSWERED THIS BEFORE, I THINK. AND NORMALLY WE SEE IT’S SOMETHING TO 
DO WITH LIKE, IS IT LITERAL, AN EVENT THAT TOOK PLACE, OR IS IT A 
PARABLE, IS WHAT SOME PEOPLE ASK. SO I'M NOT SURE IF THAT MIGHT BE 
WHERE THIS QUESTION COMES FROM; BUT EITHER WAY, THE ANSWER IS GOING TO 
BE THE SAME. AND THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS THAT IT'S A LITERAL EVENT. 
THERE'S NOTHING TO CAUSE US TO FIGURE FIGURATIVE. NORMALLY, WHEN YOU 
SEE FIGURATIVE, IT'S LIKE, AS, SIMILAR, THERE'S A REASON TO KNOW. LIKE 
RECENTLY WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THE TRANSUBSTANTIATION THEORY. WELL, IF 
JESUS IS THERE AND HE HASN'T DIED ON THE CROSS, HE HASN'T BROKEN HIS 
BODY, HE HASN'T SPILLED HIS BLOOD, IT TELLS US THERE'S BREAD, THERE'S 
JUICE, AND THAT IS THE BLOOD AND THE BODY, THAT WAS A FIGURATIVE 
SITUATION. SO THE CONTEXT SETS THAT FOR US. 
 
>> EXACTLY. 
 
>> IN LUKE 16, THERE IS NOTHING READ HERE TO SET A CONTEXT FOR US THAT 
THIS WOULD BE FIGURATIVE. 



 
>> YEAH. LET'S NOT FORGET THAT SOME THINGS THAT PEOPLE WANT TO EQUATE 
AS BEING FIGURATIVE, JESUS MADE LITERAL. BECAUSE FOR EXAMPLE, HE 
REFERENCED JONAH AND THE BIG FISH. THAT MEANS THAT WAS REAL. THAT 
WASN'T JUST A STORY. SAME WAY WITH NOAH AND THE ARK. AND SO WHENEVER 
HE'S TALKING ABOUT THESE THINGS, HE IS TELLING US ABOUT REALITY. AND 
THERE'S ANOTHER THING THAT I CAN GO TO SCRIPTURALLY. IN REVELATION 
CHAPTER 20, YOU SEE WHERE AT THE END OF THAT JUDGMENT SCENE, IT SAYS 
IN THE NEW KING JAMES, VERSE 14, REVELATION 20:14, THAT DEATH AND 
HADES WERE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. THIS IS THE SECOND DEATH. SO 
YOU SEE A SEPARATION THERE. THERE'S DEATH, THERE'S HADES, AND THEN 
THERE'S HELL OR THE LAKE OF FIRE. SO THAT SHOWS ME THAT THIS PLACE 
THAT JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT IN LUKE 16, WHICH WE HAVE COME TO KNOW AS 
PARADISE OR HADES, THE HADEAN REALM. 
 
>> I LIKE TO SAY THE HADEAN REALM. 
 
>> HADEAN REALM, EXACTLY. 
 
>> BECAUSE YOU’VE GOT TWO PLACES THERE. 
 
>> EXACTLY. IS A REAL PLACE. IT'S A REAL PLACE. 
 
>> AND SO HE REFERENCES THINGS THAT ARE REAL. HE SAYS THERE WAS A 
CERTAIN RICH MAN AND THEN THERE WAS LAZARUS. HE USES A SPECIFIC NAME, 
WHICH PARABLES DON'T USE THAT. 
 
>> THAT’S RIGHT. 
 
>> AND A LOT OF TIMES THE SCRIPTURES WILL TELL US, HE SPAKE TO THEM IN 
A PARABLE. 
 
>> IT DOESN'T SAY THAT. THAT’S RIGHT. 
 
>> BUT IF YOU'RE WATCHING THIS AND YOU'RE NOT FAMILIAR WITH IT, I 
THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE UNDERSTAND WHAT THE LITERAL MEANING IS 
OF THIS, IS THAT WHEN WE DIE, THERE ARE TWO PLACES OUR SOUL CAN GO TO 
AWAIT THAT JUDGMENT DAY: AND THAT'S EITHER TO ABRAHAM'S BOSOM OR TO 
THE PLACE OF TORMENT. AND THAT'S REFERRED TO AS THE HADEAN REALM. AND 
WHERE WE GO IS DETERMINED BY WHAT WE DO HERE ON THIS EARTH. 
 
>> THAT'S RIGHT. 
 
>> LAZARUS FOLLOWED AFTER GOD, HEEDED THE WARNINGS OF THE TEACHERS AND 
THE PROPHETS; AND SO WHEN HE DIED, HE WAS CARRIED INTO ABRAHAM'S BOSOM 
BY ANGELS. BUT THE RICH MAN, THAT WHILE HE WAS LIVING LIFE UP HERE ON 
EARTH, HE DID NOT HEED THE TEACHINGS, AND SO HE WAS CARRIED AWAY TO 
TORMENT. HE WAS IN PAIN, HE WAS IN ANGUISH. AND WHEN HE REALIZED IT 
WAS TOO LATE FOR HIM, HE WANTED LAZARUS TO BE SENT BACK TO HIS 
BRETHREN; AND THEY'RE TOLD, THEY HAVE THE PROPHETS, LET THEM HEAR 
THEM. SO THE MESSAGE TO US IS LET'S PREPARE FOR THAT TIME BECAUSE IT 



IS LITERALLY COMING, AND WE WILL BE JUDGED AND DETERMINED BY WHAT WE 
DO IN THIS LIFE, SO LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT THE PROPHETS HAVE TOLD US. 
 
>> AMEN. 
 
>> WE STARTED OUT THIS EPISODE TALKING ABOUT A PARABLE, AND WE ENDED 
TALKING ABOUT AN ACCOUNT THAT WAS NOT A PARABLE. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO 
ALWAYS CHECK ALL RELIGIOUS TEACHING AGAINST THE WORD OF GOD TO SEE IF 
IT'S TRUE. BE LIKE THE BEREANS IN ACTS 17:11, AND SEARCH THE 
SCRIPTURES. SPEND SOME TIME, BE DILIGENT, AND MAKE SURE WHAT YOU'RE 
HEARING IS THE TRUTH. IF YOU'D LIKE TO HEAR OUR PROGRAM AGAIN, YOU CAN 
DO THAT THROUGH OUR WEBSITES, OUR APPS, OR OUR PODCAST. WE EVEN HAVE 
TRANSCRIPTS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE AND APPS. IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION, 
CONTACT US. WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. WE MIGHT EVEN ANSWER IT ON THE 
PROGRAM. REMEMBER, WE LOVE YOU, WE'RE PRAYING FOR YOU, AND WE WANT YOU 
TO MAKE IT TO HEAVEN. 
 
>> SINGING: GOOD NEWS TODAY 
 


