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Acts gives us the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome. The book focuses first on Peter then on Paul. 
Even, though Acts is primarily narrative, there are many discourses in Acts. These discourses were either calls 
to belief or defenses of the faith. It begins with the gospel going to the Jews and then the gospel expands to 
include the Gentiles. We see in Acts that suffering, persecution, and injustice cannot stop the spread of the 
gospel. 

Epistles 
• An epistle is a letter. 
• Paul wrote thirteen epistles 
• Peter wrote two epistles 
• John wrote three epistles 
• James and Jude each wrote one epistle 
• Hebrews is not in the format of an epistle but is usually considered an epistle 
• The Epistles can be considered commentary on the Gospels and Acts and even the Old Testament as 

well. The Apostles take what they learned from Jesus and explain what it means for doctrine and life. 

 

Why Letters? 
There are three primary reasons why letters were written and included in the New Testament. 

1. Letters were a very popular form of communication in the New Testament era. 
2. The early Christian era covers a wide area, and letters provide the ability for believers to keep in touch 

with each other. 
3. Related to the previous reason, a letter allowed an apostle to establish personal presence at a 

distance. 

 

Letter Structure 
• A typical letter consisted of an address and greeting, the body, and a conclusion. The address and 

greeting usually was short and took the form “A to B, greetings.” 
o The New Testament letters expand on this by adding descriptions of the sender and the 

receiver. 
o Romans 1:1-7 
o 3 John 2 

 
• The body of the New Testament letters vary significantly. 
• New Testament letters are, in general, significantly longer than the typical Greco-Roman letter. 

 
• Conclusions to New Testament letters are very different, but usually include a request to greet other 

people. Some include travel plans of the author or the ministry work of others. 
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Epistle Principles 
Four general principles for studying an epistle. 

1. Seek first to understand what the epistle meant to the original recipients. 
2. Remember that most of the Epistles are what are called “occasional” writings, that is, they were 

written to address specific matters.  
3. Look for themes in a letter and across letters from the same author. Some themes we find in the 

Epistles are 
a. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of God’s promises in redemptive history. He is Messiah, Lord, the 

Son of God, and the true revelation of God. 
b. The new life of believers is a gift of God, anchored in the cross and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit. 
c. Christians experience salvation by faith, and faith expresses itself in a transformed life. The 

Epistles spend considerable space elaborating on believers’ newness of life. 
d. Believers belong to the restored Israel, the church of Jesus Christ, which must live out her 

calling as God’s people in a sinful world. 
e. In this present evil age believers suffer affliction and persecution, but they look forward with 

joy to the coming of Jesus Christ and the consummation of their salvation. 
f. False teachers dangerously subvert the true gospel of Christ. 

4. Keep in mind imperatives follow indicatives. Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:1 
 

Apocalypse 
• There is one apocalyptic book, Revelation. 

 
• Apocalyptic language is not limited to Revelation. Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:14-21 

 

Revelation Basics 
• The purpose of Revelation is to comfort the church in its struggle against the forces of evil by showing 

that God rules over all things. 
• The theme of Revelation is Christ and his church are victorious over the dragon (Satan) and his helpers. 
• The book was written to the seven churches in Asia Minor but is relevant for believers of all times. 
• The Apostle John wrote Revelation during the reign of Domitian (AD 81 – 96). 

Genre of Revelation 
Revelation is an apocalyptic prophecy written as a letter to the seven churches in Asia Minor. 

Structure of Revelation 
The book of Revelation consists of seven sections. They are parallel and each spans the period from the first 
coming of Christ to the second coming of Christ. 

• Christ in the midst of the seven golden lampstands, or the church on earth (chapters 1 – 3) 
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• The book with the seven seals (chapters 4 – 7) 
• The seven trumpets of judgment (chapters 8 – 11) 
• The woman and the male child persecuted by the dragon and his helpers, or aspects of warfare and 

salvation (chapters 12 – 14) 
• The seven bowls of wrath (chapters 15 – 16) 
• The fall of the great harlot and of the beasts, or victory for Christ (chapters 17 – 19) 
• The judgment and the new heaven and earth (chapters 20 – 22) 

 
The seven sections can be grouped into two major divisions. 

• Chapters 1 – 11 contain the first three sections. 
• Chapters 12 – 22 contain the remaining four sections. 

Symbolism of Revelation 
Revelation uses symbolism from beginning to end. “Made it known” in verse one translates the Greek word 
(semaino), which is related to the noun sign (sema). It means, “to give a sign, signify, indicate” or “make 
known, report, communicate.” 

Interpretive Approaches to Revelation 
1. Historicism understands the literary order of the visions, especially in 4:1–20:6, to symbolize the 

chronological order of successive historical events that span the entire era from the apostolic church to 
the return of Christ and the new heaven and earth. 

2. Futurism views the visions of chapters 4–22 as representing events still future to us now, thus a distant 
future from the standpoint of John and the churches of Asia. 

3. Preterism believes that the fulfillment of most of Revelation’s visions already occurred during the early 
years of the Christian church. 

4. Idealism says that Revelation’s visions symbolize the conflict between Christ and his church on the one 
hand, and Satan and his evil conspirators on the other, from the apostolic age to Christ’s second 
coming. 

 

Basis of Interpretation 
Finally, let me give you our basis of interpretation of the book of Revelation. 

1. Revelation is rooted in the Scriptures. It should be interpreted in harmony with the entire Bible. 
2. There are over 500 allusions to the Old Testament in 404 verses of Revelation with 14 incomplete 

quotes from the Old Testament.  
3. Every chapter of Revelation has allusions to the New Testament. 
4. We have to keep in mind the original recipients. Revelation was written to persecuted believers. 
5. We have to keep in mind the historical context, in particular the conditions for Christians in the Roman 

Empire at the time. 


