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Class 10: Love to the End

Introduction
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. (John 13:1
ESV)

e All that happened was Jesus loving his own to the end.

His Own
e The love of the Father through Christ focused on particular individuals.
e The doctrine of limited atonement, also called definite atonement or particular redemption
emphasizes that Christ died to accomplish salvation for the elect.
e We are Christ’s own because we were given to the Son by the Father.

You did not choose me, but | chose you. (John 15:16a ESV)

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out. For | have
come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of
him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
(John 6:37-39 ESV)

e We are Christ’s own because we were born again by the Holy Spirit.

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. (Titus
3:4-6 ESV)

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. All who came before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the door. If anyone enters by
me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly. | am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. | am the good
shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father;
and | lay down my life for the sheep. And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them
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also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the
Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but |
lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again.
This charge | have received from my Father.” (John 10:7-18 ESV)

The thief only has destruction in mind, but the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Jesus does not lay down his life for the goats or the wolves, but only for the sheep, that is, his sheep.
He has other sheep that are not of this fold, referring to the Gentiles, that he must bring.

The Father loves Jesus because he is loving the sheep as the Father commanded.

In laying down his life for the sheep the Son is showing his love for the sheep.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27 ESV)

Christ has a specific love for the church and this love caused him to give up himself for her.
Christ’s love for his church sent him to the cross.

| am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. (John 17:9
ESV)

| do not ask for these only [the disciples], but also for those who will believe in me through their word
[every other believer]. (John 17:20 ESV)

Having Loved

This is referring to God’s love shown through Christ to his own before the cross.

John presents Christ’s love from the start of his gospel.

In the beginning was the Word and all things were made through him.

Christ loved his people through his incarnation.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14 ESV)

Christ showed his particular love for his disciples.

Loved to the End

The translation “to the end,” which is adopted by most English translations, is a literal translation of
the Greek.
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For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you
suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, who killed both the
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind by hindering
us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their
sins. But wrath has come upon them at last! (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 ESV)

The context seems to indicate that we should understand “to the end” in a temporal sense. Having previously
loved his disciples he will now continue loving them to the end.

The cross demonstrates the highest degree of love. However, even taking “to the end” temporally we are still
left with the question of “to the end of what?”

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. (John 13:3-5 ESV)

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them,
“Do you understand what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so |
am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's
feet. For | have given you an example, that you also should do just as | have done to you. Truly, truly, |
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent
him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” (John 13:12-17 ESV)

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to
love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another. (John 13:34-35 ESV)

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.
(John 14:1-3 ESV)

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. |
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will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more,
but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. In that day you will know that | am in my Father,
and you in me, and | in you. (John 14:15-20 ESV)

As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. (John 15:9)

This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what | command you.
No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have
called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to you. You did not
choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things |
command you, so that you will love one another. (John 15:12—-17 ESV)

| did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am going to him
who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because | have said these things to
you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go
away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you. And
when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning
sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you
will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:4b-11
ESV)

Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has
come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a
human being has been born into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. In that day you will ask nothing of me.
Truly, truly, | say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now
you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. (John 16:20—-
24 ESV)

| have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when | will no longer speak to
you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in my name,
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and | do not say to you that | will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you,
because you have loved me and have believed that | came from God. | came from the Father and have
come into the world, and now | am leaving the world and going to the Father. (John 16:25-28 ESV)

| have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; | have overcome the world. (John 16:33 ESV)

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you.” (John 17:1 ESV)

e The highest good for God’s people is for Jesus to be glorified and for the Son to glorify the Father.
e The glory Jesus was referring to was the glory of the cross and resurrection.

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17 ESV)

The glory that you have given me | have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, | in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent
me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, | desire that they also, whom you have given me,
may be with me where | am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. (John 17:22-24 ESV)

e Jesus loves them to the end by allowing himself to be arrested and be sent to the cross.
e Jesus loved them to the end when he said, “It is finished.”

e The end of Jesus’s life was not the end. Jesus rose from the dead three days later.
e Much of what Jesus said to them in the Farewell Discourse applied after he ascended.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:1-5 ESV)

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. (1 Peter 4:12—-14 ESV)
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All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out. For | have
come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of
him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
(John 6:37-39 ESV)

| will never leave you nor forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5 ESV)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35—-39 ESV)

e Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ. We are secure in his love to the end.

e Jesus loves to the end of history. He loves for all eternity.

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,
and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It
is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the
spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be
his God and he will be my son. (Revelation 21:1-7 ESV)

e We forever live with Christ as sons of God dwelling with God. Truly he loves us to the end, to the
uttermost, forever.

Conclusion
e True love is active, truthful, and steadfast.
e Godis love and there is love between the persons of the Trinity.
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God’s love is everlasting and loyal, which is demonstrated in his faithfulness to his people.

e God’s electing love means he has loved us from all eternity.

e God’s hatred is compatible with his love.

e God’s love of benevolence is God’s common grace.

e God’s love of beneficence is God’s good actions towards people and is tightly linked to God’s love of
benevolence.

e God’s love of complacency is God delighting in those he loves.

e God’s adopting love makes us his sons and daughters.

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:14-19 ESV)

e God’s love sent his Son to live and die on our behalf. To reject this is to say no to the love of God.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4:7-10 ESV)

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:13)

May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. (2 Thessalonians
3:5ESV)
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