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Introduction 
• God’s loyal love is a faithful love that continues. 

• God’s loyal love could also be considered his steadfast love. 
 
 

God’s Loyal Love 

For Paul 
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not 
only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:6–8 ESV) 

 
Do your best to come to me soon. For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and 
gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get Mark 
and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. When 
you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the 
parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his 
deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. At my first defense no one came 
to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! (2 Timothy 4:9–16 ESV) 

 
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. (Philemon 23–24 ESV) 

 
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. (Matthew 13:22 ESV) 

 
But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will 
rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:17–18 ESV) 

 
 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
  I will fear no evil, 
 for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff, 
  they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4 ESV) 
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• Because we belong to Jesus the loyal love of God results in us being brought safely into his heavenly 
kingdom. 

• This is all for God’s glory for all eternity. 
 
 

For Peter 
And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And 
he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” (Mark 14:33–34 
ESV) 

 
And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not 
watch one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And again he came 
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 
And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; 
the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my 
betrayer is at hand.” (Mark 14:37–42 ESV) 

 
And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, and seeing 
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he 
denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway 
and the rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This 
man is one of them.” But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But he began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” And immediately the rooster crowed a second 
time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. (Mark 14:66–72 ESV) 

 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and 
walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 
dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he 
was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” (John 21:15–19 ESV) 
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I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand 
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep 
that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” (John 10:11–18 
ESV) 

 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 
16:13–19 ESV) 

 
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry 
you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) 
And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” (John 21:18–19 ESV) 

 

• God’s loyal love for Peter will bring Peter home and glorify God in the process. 
 
 

For His People 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35–39 ESV) 
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Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, 
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not fear; 
 what can man do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5–6 ESV) 

 

• Jesus promises he will never leave us or forsake us so there is no need to fear man. 

• Man can only afflict us according to God’s will and he is ever with us in the midst of affliction. 
 
 

God’s Loyal Love for Christ 
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling 
Elijah.” And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” And Jesus uttered a loud 
cry and breathed his last. (Mark 15:33–37 ESV) 

 
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
  Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 
  and by night, but I find no rest. (Psalm 22:1–2 ESV) 
 

• The Father did not force the cross on the Son. 

• The persons of the Trinity mutually agreed to accomplish redemption with the Son being the 
redeemer. 

 
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” (John 10:17-18 ESV) 

 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. (John 17:1-2 ESV) 

 
For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. (Acts 4:27-28 ESV) 
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• There is no justification for calling penal substitution child abuse. 

• There is no way we can question the love of the Father for the Son. 
 
 

Conclusion 
• The whole idea of substitution demonstrates God’s loyal love throughout the Scriptures with the 

ultimate expression of that love being Jesus on the cross as our substitute. 
 

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does 
not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather 
“The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the 
promised Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:10–14 ESV) 

 
 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
  he has put him to grief; 
 when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
  he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
 the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
 by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
  make many to be accounted righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:10–11 ESV) 
 

• It was pleasing to the Father that the Son provide redemption. 
 

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 
while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a 
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
(Luke 23:44–46 ESV) 

 

• The resurrection of Christ signified that the work of Christ on the cross was sufficient and acceptable to 
the Father. 

 
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
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the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 “O death, where is your victory? 
  O death, where is your sting?” 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:50–57 ESV) 

 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6 ESV) 
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