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Philippians	1:27–30	Above	all,	you	must	live	as	citizens	of	heaven,	conducting	yourselves	in	
a	manner	worthy	of	the	Good	News	about	Christ.	Then,	whether	I	come	and	see	you	again	or	
only	hear	about	you,	I	will	know	that	you	are	standing	together	with	one	spirit	and	one	
purpose,	Oighting	together	for	the	faith,	which	is	the	Good	News.	28	Don’t	be	intimidated	in	
any	way	by	your	enemies.	This	will	be	a	sign	to	them	that	they	are	going	to	be	destroyed,	but	
that	you	are	going	to	be	saved,	even	by	God	himself.	29	For	you	have	been	given	not	only	the	
privilege	of	trusting	in	Christ	but	also	the	privilege	of	suffering	for	him.	30	We	are	in	this	
struggle	together.	You	have	seen	my	struggle	in	the	past,	and	you	know	that	I	am	still	in	the	
midst	of	it.	

Live	as	citizens	of	heaven	—	united,	courageous,	and	faithful	to	Christ,	even	in	suffering.	

Introduc)on 
Imagine	living	in	a	place	where	your	identity	gives	you	rights,	protection,	and	status.	That’s	
what	Roman	citizenship	meant	in	Philippi.	But	Paul,	writing	from	prison,	tells	these	
believers:	You	are	not	primarily	Roman	citizens.	You	are	citizens	of	heaven.	That	truth	
changes	everything	—	how	we	live,	how	we	stand,	how	we	suffer.	

Philippians	1:27a	—	“Above	all,	you	must	live	as	citizens	of	heaven,	conducting	yourselves	in	
a	manner	worthy	of	the	Good	News	about	Christ…”	

I. Live Worthy of the Gospel (v.27a) 
“Conduct	yourselves”	=	behave	as	citizens	under	a	kingdom.	Paul	uses	political	language	on	
purpose.	The	Philippians	knew	what	it	meant	to	live	as	Romans.	Paul	says:	now	live	as	
heaven’s	citizens.	

Key	points:	

• Your	identity	shapes	your	behavior	—	we	represent	Jesus	in	our	speech,	actions,	and	
values.	

• “Worthy	of	the	Gospel”	means	living	in	a	way	that	honors	Christ’s	sacriOice.	

• Not	just	about	private	morality	—	it's	about	public	testimony.	

Challenge:	Is	your	life	telling	the	truth	about	the	Gospel	you	believe?	



II. Stand United in the Faith (v.27b) 
Philippians	1:27b	—	“…standing	together	with	one	spirit	and	one	purpose,	Oighting	together	
for	the	faith…”	

The	Christian	life	is	not	solo	—	it’s	a	team	effort.	“Fighting	together”	in	Greek	(sunathleō)	=	
struggling	side-by-side,	like	soldiers	or	athletes.	

Key	points:	

• We’re	in	a	spiritual	battle.	Division	weakens	the	mission.	Unity	fuels	courage.	

• Gospel	unity	is	not	uniformity	—	it’s	shared	purpose	and	shared	Spirit.	

Challenge:	Are	you	standing	side-by-side	with	your	church	family?	

III. Be Courageous in Opposi)on (v.28) 
Philippians	1:28	—	“Don’t	be	intimidated	in	any	way	by	your	enemies…”	

Boldness	in	the	face	of	opposition	sends	a	message.	Paul	says:	your	fearlessness	is	a	sign	—	
of	God’s	power	in	you	and	of	judgment	to	those	who	oppose	Christ.	

Key	points:	

• We	don’t	seek	enemies,	but	living	like	Christ	may	provoke	resistance.	

• Our	courage	becomes	a	testimony	—	both	to	unbelievers	and	to	fellow	believers.	

Challenge:	Are	you	living	boldly	enough	that	your	faith	is	unmistakable?	

IV. Embrace the Privilege of Suffering (vv.29–30) 
Philippians	1:29–30	—	“You	have	been	given	not	only	the	privilege	of	trusting	in	Christ	but	
also	the	privilege	of	suffering	for	him.”	

Paul	redeOines	suffering	as	a	gift	—	not	a	curse.	The	Philippians	were	likely	facing	pressure	
to	conform,	worship	Caesar,	or	abandon	their	faith.	

Key	points:	

• In	Rome,	saying	“Caesar	is	Lord”	was	required.	Christians	said,	“Jesus	is	Lord.”	

• Paul	says:	You’re	not	alone.	I’m	suffering	too.	We’re	in	this	together.	

Challenge:	Do	you	see	suffering	as	part	of	your	calling	—	not	just	something	to	avoid?	

Conclusion: How to Live as Ci)zens of Heaven 
• Don’t	live	like	this	world	is	your	home	



• Stand	together	in	Gospel	unity	

• Don’t	fear	opposition—it	conOirms	your	faith	

• See	suffering	as	part	of	the	honor	of	following	Christ	

Philippians	1:30	—	“We	are	in	this	struggle	together…”
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