ZEAL FOR THE
GREAT COMMISSION

The Christian’s Role in God’s Plan *







Zeal defined
L
\\
* Merriam-Webster [English]: \ ) A\
e Zeal [NOUN] “Eagerness-and ! husia’sﬁc interest in pursuit of something”

 Zealous/Jealous[VERB] “Marked by fervent partisanship for a person, a cause,
or an ideal” \

» Z/zealot is what’s called an“AGENT NOUN.”

* Identifies a person by a characteristic

/




Zeal defined — Hebrew/OT
s i

°* NX]y? (gin‘ah: kee-naw'):

» “...embraces ardor, zeal, passi jealousy, or envy. Context
determmes whetherthe em tlon is righteous or sinful, divine or human. The
word appears about forty- fou times, spanning Torah, Historical Books,

Wisdom Literature, and Prophets.” —Toplca1 Lexicon
* Appears ~43 times T
* Most often translated as “jealousy” or “zeal”




Zeal defined — Hebrew/ OT

°* NX]y? (gin‘ah: kee-naw’): ’/
* Scriptures: '
Numbers 5 — “Law-of Jealous

Numbers 25:6-13 — “The ZeaI thehas
e Aaron’s grandson (Ex. 6:25) \

* Midianite woman (Num. 25:7) ﬁ N
Ezekiel 39:25 — “Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now | will restore the fortungof
Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel, and | will be jealous for myMbly
name.”

’
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Isaiah 59:17 — Christ is wearing “zeal as a cloak” and is CONSUMED with “zeal for your
house.” Cited as he cleansed the temple (In. 2:17).

Zephaniah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah link God’s jealousy to the guarantee of the New Creation
at the end of time.




Zeal defined — Greek/NT

* {AAOG (z€los: dzay'-los; noun): |

» “...Gathers into one term two pp05|te pa551 s: fervent devotion and
corrosive envy..Context anne reveals whetheg the writer [is referring to an
honorable or sinful “zeal” or *iealousy ’], yet both ideas share a common core
— the heart’s intense heat toward a person, cause, or possession.” — Topical
Lexicon

* Appears 16 times
* translated in ESV as: “sinful jealousy”(9x) “Godly zeal” (6x) and “fury” (1x)




Zeal defined — §\mek/ T

* (NAOC (zélos: dzay'-los; nou ‘) \

* Scriptures:

* Good Zeal — Pure, self-sacrifi
* 2 Cor. 9:2 — Achaia’s readiness to give to the)/la donia

* Acts 13:45 — “when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to
contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him.”




Zeal defined — Greek/NT

Zr]?\ow (zéloo: dzay-lo’-o; verlg)

“The verb carries two poles of’meanmg (lfévmmendable zeal, earnest
desire, or protective Jealousy that safeguards covenant loyalty, and (2) sinful
envy that begrudges another’s advantages. Context determines the moral
value, yet in every case the word portraysa strong inner fire that moves a
person either toward wholehearted devotion or toward hostile rivalry.” —
Topical Lexicon

* Appears 13 times

* translated in ESV as: “make” (4x), “desire”(3x), “jealous” (2x), “envy” (1x),
“feel” (1x), “made” (1x), and “covet” (1x)




Zeal defined — Greek/NT

* IN\WTNC (zélotes: dzay-lo- tace\agent noun):

* 1. “...Scripture applies [this word] to a rang\f passions — from law-keeping
and religious tradition.to Splrit empowered service and practical benevolence
— revealing that zeal itself is va.lue neutral untll its object is identified.”

Topical Lexicon
e 2. “One marked by ardent zeal.”

* Appears 8 times
* translated in ESV as: “zealous” (5x), “Zealot”(2x), and “eager” (1x)




Zeal defined — §\mek/ T

* (NAWTNC (zélotés: dzay-lo- -ta

* Scriptures:
e Acts 22:3 — Paul’s-speech befare being jai “zealous for God”

e Titus 2:14 — “[Jesus Christ] gave hinr o redeem us from all lawlessness and to
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are.zealous for good works.”




Zeal - Summary

°* NX].(qgin’ah: kee-naw’): LA
* In God: Secures His Holiness and our ré\ae%on

° In the obedient: Fuels coura&e€>us faithfulness
it

/

* In the flesh: Breaks downun

* (NAOC (zélos: dzay'-los; noun):
* Holy zeal is a reflection of God’s character
* Sinful jealousy challenges God’s supremacy




Zeal - Summary
\’%}7
* {n\OW (z&lob: dzay-lo’-o; ver
* |Intense emotion that can eit
e Commends Zeal that:
» protects faithfulness to the co

* Fuels repentance
» Seeks the church’s edification

e Condemns Zeal that:
* Persecutes

* Manipulates
* Quarrels

oppose Him.

nt




Zeal - Summary

.

* INAWTNC (z€l6tés: dzay-lo- tace\agent noun):
* A redemptive character attribute f it’s cha}'eled toward God
* Must be refined bythe Gosp@l (see Paul) )

* Encourages the body of Christto cultivate zeél that is both fervent and
faithful, advancing the Kingdom W|th uncompromising truth and Christlike
love. |
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