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Rev. Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 6:9a-9b | The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father
January 29, 2023

e  Please turn your Bibles to Matthew 6.
e  Bibles in the back—our gift to you.

REVIEW:

We are in our verse-by-verse study of the Gospel of Matthew.

preached|by the greatest preacher ever—The Sermon on The Mount|by Jesus

Matthew chapters five through seven includeg the most famous serrTn ever
Christ Himself.

As with many sermons, Jesus ebbs, flows, and preaches on several topics all

relating to one theme.
i s . +
Jesus main theme is the Kingdom of God.

Both John the Baptizer and Jesus preached saying, “Repent, for the Kingdom of
God is near.” (Matt 3:2; 4:17).

And for the past several weeks, we have been in the section where Jesus teaches
His Disciples howland how not to pray.

LW KEYPOINT:

Public prayers come out of private prayers.

Jesus taught us that our publlc prayers are not to be showy—after all, we must
remember it’s not about our\ audience—it’s about who we are paying to.
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N

HWRIC
There’s also no reason for our prayers to be long or repetitive—after all, we are

praying to a personal and relational God—a not some random cosmic force within
the universe.

LW KEYPOINTA &

Thoughtless prayerlis as offensive to God as heartless prayer.

Jesus taught us how to pause before we start praying.

We are to think about|our thinking.

As Disciples, we are to be concise, specific, and sincere as we pray.

I closed last Sunday’s sermon by providing some practical suggestions and ideas
that I’ve been taught about prayer.

I also provided a general outline/model to help you get started if you find yourself
stuck with your prayer life,

Speaking of outlines or models of prayer—today, we turn to the (perfecT\prayer
model—The Lord s prayer. —

Unfortunately, The Lord’s Prayer is misnamed.
A better title would be The Disciples Prayer.

And the reason it’s a Disciple's Prayer is because the Lord Jesus doesn’t have to
ask for forgiveness, as stated in verse 12.

The actual “Lord’s Prayer” is in John 17, where Jesus prays for Himself, His
Disciples, and All Believers.

Now I do need to back up a bit from last week.
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I mentioned how you never know what you will find when you study God’s Word,
like searching for gold and silver.

I assumedj(so we know we’re off to a bad start there...

I assumed|that I would preach throughout The Lord’s Prayer today.

Guess what! I assumed wrong.
We will study the Lord’s Prayer today, but I only got as far as “Our Father....”

Before I knew it, I had 10,000 words on my outline—and I only needed 4,000 to
preach a message.

So we are going to focus oﬁfmj as our@ﬂljtt)day.

Scripture has much to say about God relating to His people as a Father.

STORY: Good, Good Father.

Before diving into the Scripture, let me provide a general overview.

KE T U
gl , t‘- 3 y . . ~ b . i
The Lord’s Prayer is an| outline that focuses on the Qﬂgredleny_@,«that make up a

godly prayer.

The first three verses concern the glory of God.

———

We are to pray t\ﬁg} Name@l(ingdom@wm_"

The first three ingredients deal with God.

The second half of the prayer concern our well-being.

We pray, ['Giv Us(forgi\%t us, Delivet us.”
= o

e
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Those verses deal with human needs.

The Lord’s Prayer has a similar structure to the Ten Commandments.
Both| place God’s concerns first.

The first four commandments deal with how to honor God.

The last six commandments deal with how to honor others.

In both The Lord’s prayfin?j the Ten Commandments, we see the illustration of
the cross.

Honoring/Loving God is vertical. Honoring/Loving people is horizontal.

Within the Ten Commandments and The Lord’s Prayer, we place God’s glory
“before pur wants and desires.

The Lord’s prayer is the perfect prayer.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The Lord’s Prayer is not merely the pattern prayer, it is
the way Christians must pray.”

Martin Luther preached a volume on the Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer is, without a doubt, the greatest prayer of the Christian church.

And we’ll spend today learning the first part of it by focusing on God as Our
Father.

*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God's Word. *
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. SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:92-9b CSB

Matthew 6:5—"Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites,
because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street
corners to be seen by people. Truly | tell you, they have their reward.

Matthew 6:6— But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your
door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in

- secret will reward you.,

Matithew 6:7— When you pray, don't babble like the Gentiles, since they
imagine they'll be heard for their many words.

Matthew 6:8— Don't be like them, because your Father knows the things
you need before you ask him.

Matthew 6:9— "Therefore, you should pray like this:
Qur Father in heaven,
your name be honored as holy.

Matthew 6:10— Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

Maftthew 6:11— Give us foday our daily bread.

Matthew 6:12— And forgive us our debfs,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Matthew 6:13— And do not bring us into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.,
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And dear friends, these are the very words from the inerrant, inspired, and
infallible Word of Almighty God.
i
PRAY:
I will praise you with an upright heart
when I learn your righteous ways. (Psalm 119:7)

\ EXEGESIS: -
Matthew 6:7—When you pray, E Ej%i&;ba(e the Gentiles, since they
imagine they'll be heard for th ords
s

Matthew 6:87&29?) be like them| because your Father knows the things
you need betdre you ask him.

So Jesus tells us hov@to pray.. .twicel ( A TWo @Y |

o)
And now, He teaches uy to pray in a Godly manner.

[ ]

Matthew 6:9— @forg;you should pray like this:
Notice how Jesus separates the prayers of those who don’t know God-- to giving
His Disciples instructions to those who do know God.

i

In Luke’s Gospel, we learn that one of the Discipleﬁske@sus how to pray.

Luke 11:1—He (Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and when he
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as
John also taught his disciples.”

Can you imagine @:hing Jésus pray silently and personally to God the Father?
- \,N\\\L ?(N[lﬁ

Jesus had to do somethmg that drew the disciples in.
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Jesu had\something they didn’t have.
And they wanted whatever they were missing.

So at the disciples’ request, Jesus provides this structure/pattern of prayer.

Matthew 6:9— "Therefore, you should proy

;mmm AN
Notice what Jesus doesn’t say— “pray this.” LK‘-‘-:»UJ(D% (A (JRQQ TA Tws («.)N’(
o-tse Tl tont 10Ny

He doesn’t say, “use these exact words in this exact order.

Jesus says, “pray like this.”

0 Lﬂ)\wﬁ,
Jesus is prowdlng‘gf cture because, as earthy people, we have &_ofcile\ how to

.appfoath the Almighty.
Comhng

KEYPOINT:5 2~

The Lord’s Prayer is a model, not a mantra.

M(lm i ——_F\t\c-“lft; A C?L«..‘B SIACYT

It is not a prayer to bé memorized and repeated.

. _ Gir :
It is an outline that gives us a foundation of where to —because prayer is a
relationship with God.

\10 eSS

Prayer is not a transaction.

The Lord’s prayer is like a guardrail that keeps us from driving off a cliff.

It keeps us on the straight and narrow.
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When we pray the Lord’s .PYQYQIILWE‘QBE%O slow down pnd pray it thoughtfully,
giving attention to theindividual pieces within the prayer itself.

Last Sunday, Jesus taught us the danger of using heartless and thoughtless prayers.

Jesus never intended The Lord’s Prayer to become a mindless magical mantra—
similar to what pagans use.

Yet, it is ironic{that some people or denominations use The Lord’s prayer in the
very way that Jesus warns against!

In fact, the reason He gave this prayer is to keep us from using vain repetitions.

So how does thtzperfect &Qrayer outline begin?
< -

“Matthew 6:9—Ou'{Fdfher

“Our Abba”—*“Qur dearest Father.”

—— i ——

Focusing on God as our Heavenly Fathe% is théfoundational Lwareness of all our
prayers.

o

This is not an entirely foreign concept.

Devout Jews have always understood that God|is comparable to a loving Father.

In the OT, God is referred to as F. az‘hev} fourteen times.

nation of Israel, notindividuals.
o a——

Within those fcttfn verses, the term, Father, waLually usl:d to reference the

Let me give you a few examples.

The nation of Israel was called God’s son.
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God is speaking to Moses.

Exodus 4:22—And you will say to Pharaoh: This is what the Lord say{f}:'sr@

is my firstborn son. ==
_f\Adio— (3[ Ttk

Exodus 4:23— | told you: Let my son go|so fh@ may worship me,

T receqpize Ay~
Their Heavenly Father m purchased them/redeemed out of slavery from Egypt.

We see God as a Father, disciplining His Son—the nation of Israel.

Deuteronomy 32:5—His people have acted corruptly toward him;
this is their defect—they are not his children
but a devious and crooked generahon

LT Over Luors '\J\/\i fiom o Tad & AXing [ Teernfts .
Deuteronomy 32: 6— Is fhis how you repay the Lord,
you foolish and senseless people?
Isn't he your Father and Creators?,
Didn't he make you and sustain you?

IL Lofe e~ oact Qetinctio~ I~ A

’/\p (AVEV N
The prophet Isaiah acknowledges God as their Father ...

Isaiah 63: Ig—l’g_f_ j}bﬂ our thhgr,_ e
even though Abraham does not know us
and Israel doesn't recognize us.

~You, Lord, arem I

~“your name is s Our Redeemer

from Ancient Time

T=rie—(e otess Tjﬁ{r‘ T Tb\ gé,@ \v
So in the OT, we have a glimpse of how thfz/ entire natmn as viewed as God’s son.

But whe%] esﬁ came on the scene, He addressed GD% as Hié pM ather.

-

All his prayers (except one) address God as His Father.
"\X%Smk
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He never used anything else!

The Gospels (just four books compared to the 39 books in the OT) record Jesus
calling God His Father more than sixty times.

But, here’s the rub—even though devout Jews understood God as a type of father
—no devout Jew dared to address God as hi@sm&l ather.

"

Pagans didn’t pray this way, either.

Devout Jews considered that kind | f relationship too intimate.

In fact, the Jews of Jesus’ day set up fencing laws, so they didn’t even call God by

His name.
What does a fence do? It keeps people out or keeps somebody or something in.

A fencing law acted as a precaution so the Jews wouldn’t accidentally say the name
of God.

Devout Jews would speak of God as “heaven” or “the Most High” or merely
“Lord” instead.

They spoke this way because they considered God’s name too holy to speak.

The problem was that they distanced themselves from God as a Heavenly Father
by doing that—even though God told Moses His name—Y WHW. \

5o Pollly = Wt O tuantel s Do g WU -
Think about it, how can you build a relationship with anyone if you insist on being
so formal?

A\

Do you, as a parent or grandparent, insist that your kids or grandkids call you Mr.
or Mrs.?
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Do you require them to schedule an appointment weeks in advance for a visit?

No, you want them to run through your front door, saying, “Daddy! Papa!
Grandpa!”

Formality creates distance.

Even today, devout Jews don’t say “God.”

Several years ago, I was working on something that dealt with the Jewish calendar.
And I had some email correspondence with a Rabbi.

I couldn’t help but notice that whenever he wrote "God," he wrote G-d.

If we think about it, it’s easier to pray to a Divine Being/Force than it is to a caring
and loving Heavenly Father.

Because we can keep a Divine Force at a distance.

-
We won’t allow é&m to get too close.

Just tell me what mantra I have to recite and what type of allegiance I need to
pledge, and I'll do it to make Wiif; happy.
f

But don t tell me that God is a Heavenly Father.

That is way too intimate.

If God is our Father, w@is sons and daughters.

It implies a relationship, a Dneness,)vﬁaccountability.
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And-aur\humanness/our earthiness — our sinfulness revolts and rebels at the

~thought ef being accountable to anyone or anything—especially to our Creator.
-

However, Jesus communicates a/ fa_mlly dynatmc \,vhen He says, “Our Father.”

In Greek, Father is patér, (paw-tay-er).

1( e . .
At “Abba” in Aramaic.

Z Arama:lc was the everyday language spoken by Jesus (Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15;
Gal. 4:6).

We see Jesus speaking Aramaic throughout the Gospels.

EKAFF\CS_,F:
When Jesus raised a girl from the dead, he said&L“Talitha koum” (Tah-Leath-Uh /
kum) (“Little girl, I say to you, get up”). (Mark 5:41)

When Jesus healed a deaf man in the Decapolis, he said, “Ephphathal” (Epl‘i(Fah-
tha) “Be opened!” (Mark 7:34)

Probably the most famous Aramaic statement is from the c:mssq4 when Jesus
cries, eloi eloi lama sabachthani — My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
(Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34);

Jesus uses{ Abba Fath%r in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Abba, Father! All things
are possible for you. Take this cup away from me. Nevertheless, not what I will,

but what you will.” (Mark 14:36).
All that to say that Aramaic was similar to Hebrew.

However, Aramaic used words and phrases that were borrowed from other
languages and cultures, especially Babylonian.

_ i)

——— _—

Regardleswas the word used by Jewish children
)

for their earthly fathers.

032129
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Let’s not miss that! How precious is it for a little boy to call his father, daddy?

So for Jem\s to us Abbgwhen addressing God, was absolutely revolutionary in
Jesus’ day

O
It nearly got {&ﬂﬁ(illed in John chapter ten.

It’s also very interesting how Jesus uses His pronouns with 4bba, Father.

When Jesus speaks of forgiveness,lHe speaks of ‘fya?l}, Father” and excludes
himself—because Jesus doesn't need to be forgiven.

When Jesus speaks of His unique sonship and divine authority, he speaks o@'
Father” and excludes others.

Now what'’s fascinating about the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer is that the
pronoun is plural.

Contrary to popular belief, nowhere in Scripture is there a place for the &
Americanized individualism that says, “It’s just me and Jesus.’ __ﬂ,\‘;ﬁ. M e~

Now, there is another popular belief that we need to address.

Who can legitimately call God\Father? _

e

Malachi 2:10— Don't all of us have( on%f—'afher? Didn'fkone God J:reafe
use s

Paul said to the Greek philosophers on Mars Hill,

Acts 17:28—For in him we live and move and have our bemg as even

some of your own poets have said, 'For we are Elso his offsprm \ ,\,UL
eytaly
T R 7 (Me\— Teadinieg Onirsds e ¢ =Tt Al § {X ?wu A eueahn

So can anyone and everyone call God, Father? CSHwe .
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sl u(\wu:\mhmsw Qv Wil be eviatuplly sped

o (srede Al T\r‘:ﬂu\.t\h Trarsinrel 4 /Bs \uurtl (S KMoy, f.

f

- John 3:17 ESV— For God did not send his Son into the worl
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| \ Mpmadit =

Is everyone a son or daughterf! 6‘4_ Gx A«(’v\ @L‘ lf L

Let’s keep digging...

We know that God loves the world He created...

A John 3:16 ESV—"For God so ;oved@e word)

i

In other words, God loves all of His creation.

But let’s finish the rest of the verse...

~John 3:16 ESV—For God so lovei{ the worlt.li that h gcv;\ is only Son, that
whoever believes in him should DTperfsh but have em hf “& <enl %\@ ?

\.l ‘-.k*-...

It’s through God’s love for “the world”—His creatmn—that God gave His Son to
the world as a gift.

— i ]

creation)/ to
(people)

Sur e < onek (8
S

~John 3:18 ESV— Whoever believes in him is not condemgiq_QMDever
@es_;_ﬂf’b’éﬁ_\f/é)is condemned already, because he@ not believedin
the name of the only Son of God.

condemn the (people of fhe&voﬂd utin order that the jworld
might be saved through him.

So if a person refuses to believe that J esus is God’s Son, then spiritually,
unbelievers havecaiomq;father.

How do we know this to be true?

Because in His most severe criticism of the Jewish leaders, Jesus said,

2022129
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John 8:38— | speak what | have seen@he presence of the Fc:fher \tso

then, you do what you have heard from your father.”
\\le (e That YCSu::- (> e A o [tWD Ltipet ixfs

John 8:39—("Our father is Abrahdiy they replied. _

“If you were Abraham's ch:ldren " Jesus told them, "you would/;\whdf

Abrc:rham_c_:i_iczl;

b_.-—-_

—

John 8:40— Buf now you are frying fo kill me Qa{n_un who h_c:_ﬁc:ah:i___yo__u fhe
“_truth Thc:n‘ | heard from GQd._Abraham did not do this.

John 8:41—You're domg thf w} does." e )
“We weren't born of sexuol immorality,” they said. "We hcrve} one Fofherl

God.” -

The Jews take a dig at Jesus because they don’t understand the virginal conception.

———

John 8:42— Jesus said to them, ("I God were Zour Fc:tfher,/ you would love

me, becc:rusé came from @nd I am here. For | didn't come on my l
own, buf he senf me. e Wi |
| . b (o & our Fastler =

A e Lol — T4 e Unin That 6 ( ve Joat
John 8:43— Why don't you understand what | say?)Becuuse you cannot

listen fo my word.

————y - e

John 8: 44—[You are of yow fcjfher the dewl ‘and you want to carry out
— _,_'\-._____r__‘_‘_ e
( beﬁu_demres |He was a murderer from the beginning and does nof\
stand in the fruth, because there is no fruth in him. When he tells a he he

speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the ther of lies™

John 8:45— Yet because | tell the fruth, you do not believe me.

John 8:46— Who among you can convict me of sin€ If | am telling the
fruth, why don't you believe me?

2022129
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John 8:47— The one who is from God listens to God's words. This is why you
don't listen, because you are not from God.”

Telling people that their spiritual father is Satan wasn’t a popular spiritual truth
then—and it’s not now.

However, truth is truth, no matter how uncomfortable it is.

It’s been said that we have to hear the bad news before we can understand the
good.

That principle remains true today in this text.

We can only call upon God as our Father based on one condition: Belief.

i mi
' John 3:18 ESV— Whoever believes '\n him (Jesus) is not condemned (guilty

of sin), - \ : b\ ' [ \’
‘ e A ag s A (5L {-Wumts k &
A'\ESJS :(t)‘”‘
When we choose to believe {lat, a supernatural transaction takes place.
Our sin debt has been paid via the blood-stained cross of Christ.

Our sins are legally transferred /imputed to Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin.

If that wasn’t good enough, the perfect life that Jesus lived (righteousness) is then
transferred to you.

-ﬂpﬂ,\sg‘} lo—
And the proof of this amazing ttien is the empty grave.

Jesus did exactly what He said He would do—He walked out of his grave,
conquering sin and death on our behalf.

2022-1-29
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KEYPOINT 2: Belione
God is a Father only to those who haveéqme te-His-family-thFouglHis<Son=Jesuws—
-Chrdst.

BUMPER STICKER: coexist / tolerance

It’s quite clever with all those religious symbols to make up the word—but it’s a

fl -
| po o ftag?
We don’t come to God-on our own terms|picking our own personal flavor of

religion.

lie.

We come to God through His Son—a relationship—not a religion.

So every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded that we are praying as

God’s adopted children. >
( o) e

We cannot call Goleather, }through our own will or merit—there is no stairway to

Heaven.

It’s only by faith\in the Son of God, Christ Jesus The Lord.

PREACH:
Now, many of us have a hard time wr appmg our brains and emotions around the
concept that God real Lrs(’a good good Father D

3 ¢
I mentioned last week, that it was especially hard fot to call God my Father at
times because I had three “dads” growing up but no father.

A father to me was someone who would eventually leave me.

He would hang around until something better came along.

022-1-29
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P f"x]
And the reason that these three dads came and wentgiat least in my childhood mind, \
was that there must have been something wrong with me. oo

There had to be something inherently dysfunctional about me—that no man
wanted to stick around.

Some of us have been terribly abused by our earthly fathers or father-figures.

So, I get it, for many if not most of us— it's difficult to use that same word that
caused us so much pain in our past—and apply it to God today.

So let me share some things that allowed me to address this type of fatherhood pain

in my life—and as I share a bit of my own story, I pray that God speaks to you,?{;,k);.?(' s[u

When I got saved at 33 years old, the Lord surrounded me with men.
Men who loved God and accepted me—warts and all.

God placed me in the local church—and that’s where He taught me about Himself
—through imperfect God loving God fearing men.

I may have not a father in my life, but when God saved my wretched perverted
soul, He adopted me into a new family and surrounded me with Brothers.

Older Brothers who became mentors.
Brothers who became my friends.
Younger Brothers to disciple.

These men taught me the Word of God—just as I’'m teaching it to you today.

2022-1-29
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And it was through these men where I slowly learned how my Heavenly Father is
so@édically different than my three dads.

These men taught me how to read the Bible.
And it’s in the promises of God where I cling to passages like:

Deut. 31:6—Be sfrong and courageous; don't be terrified or afraid .... For
the Lord your_@%d is the one who will go with youﬁ':e will not leave you or/

[Elo_dﬁdon you." |
you,

and store up fay-

Proverbs 2:1-<My Sti)_lﬂ):"f you accept my‘words
(éy:?sommdnds within you,

Proverbs 2:2—listening closely to wisdom
and directing your heart tfo understanding;

Proverbs 2:3—furthermore, if you call out to insight
and lift your voice to understanding,

Proverbs 2:4—if you seek if like silver
and search for it like hidden freasure,

Proverbs 2:54{_1-55- ou will understand the fear of the Lord
and discover the knowledge of God.

Proverbs 4:10—Listen, rny son) Accept my words,
and you will live many-years.
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: Proverbs 4: H—QTGm " eaching you the way of wisdom;

/ am,,gﬁurdmg you on sfraight paths.
Q’L» Whe | PYOARY | A ARDA
" Proverbs 4 12— When you walk, your steps will not be hindered;
‘when you run, you will not stumble.

Proverbs 4:13— Hold on to instruction; don't let go.
Guard it, for it is your life. 4 7% ML Bftr(r M\w LJe %{\»L}

T St 5. {*TUFB

| RAC~ P\\D"K &) /”f'h QU ‘H eaui~ l qu’] e
When you skim the Scriptures you will find only a handful of godly men who were
good fathers.

From the very beginning, Isaac and Jacob—these men didn’t get “father of the year
awards.”

Even King David, a man after God’s own heart—blew it as a father with Absalom.
But@our Daddy in Heaven.
Our Father in Heaven, holy is Your Name!

Our Heavenly Father is so radically and fundamentally different than your
experience with your human father or father-figure.

Even if you had a great father growing up—the only thing great about him was that
he reflected the Heavenly Father.

Dear friends, I pray that no matter where you are today in the relationship with
your Heavenly Father, that you can take another step toward Him.

And maybe, just maybe learn to run into His arms and jump in His lap—so that He
can wrap His Heavenly arms around you.
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PRAYER

And I will be a Father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to me,
says the Lord Almighty. (I Cor. 6:18)

c’—}M fl‘w’t\('u@-'\ \wﬁ.\ﬂ\\q "

BENEDICTION
(May) the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:7)
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