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Dr. Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 22:41-46 | A Question For His Questioners
Sunday September 28, 2025

WELCOME:
» Bibles in the back—our gift to you.
e My sermon notes are in the foyer—please take them home with you.

REVIEW:
We have been studying the last week of Jesus' life for the past two and a half

“months. |
It began in chapter 21—Palm Sunday / Monday / King.
Tuesday—1Jesus cleansed the Temple / High Priest.
Wednesday—1Jesus cursed a fig tree / Prophet / Pronounced judgement/Fruitless.

While teaching, the religious leaders interrupt him and ask a question.

Matthew 21:23—By what authority are you doing these things¢ Who gave
you this M’

Jesus has answered that question with three parables—and they didn’t like His
-/_,_.—-——-ﬁ

answers.

The religious leaders go on tith three more questions—and they
didn’t like His answers.

So after Jesus teaches the three parables and answers the three questions, they had

nothing else to say.

Mark 12:34— And no one dared to question him any longer.
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Luke 20:40— And they no longer dared to ask him anything.

INTRODUCTION:
Today, Jesus turns the tables on these religious leaders.

Jesus hagsilenced these men—muzzled them with His divine answers.

Jesus is done answering questions—He now hag'three questions of His own.

Jesus has questions for his questioners today.
—— ey

These are deeply profound and theologically rich questions.
But they’re alsc@_\estions—it’s questions everyone must answer.

Today’s passage refers to a speicif question that w@rill answer on judgment
day.

Believer, unbeliever.

It doesn’t matter your nationality] your skin color] socioeconomic status} or
political affiliation.

This is the question of all questions.

How you answex@;uestiov\determines eternal life or eternal death.
What is it? And how will you answer?

*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God'’s Word. *
SCRIPTURE:

Matthew 22:41— While the Pharisees were together, Jesus questioned
them,
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Matthew 22:42—"What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is
he?” They replied, “David’s.”

Matthew 22:43—He asked them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the
Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’:

Matithew 22:44—The Lord declared to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand until | put your enemies under your feet'?

Matthew 22:45—"If David calls him ‘Lord,’ how, then, can he be his song”

Matthew 22:46——Noﬂone was able fo answer him at all, and from that day
no one dared to question him anymore.

These are the holy words from the authoritative, inerrant, inspired, infallible,
sufficient, and efficacious Word of Almighty God.

PRAY:
Hallelujah! I wihe Lord with all my heart in the assembly of the upright and
s sl
in the congregation. The Lord’s works are great, studied by all who delight in them.
e —
(Psalm 111:1-2)

I EXEGESIS:
Matthew 22:41— While the Pharisees were together,

While Jesus was teaching in the temple, (Mark 12:35)
This is still Wednesday.

Immediately after Jesus answered the Pharisees' questions from last week— Which
command is the most important? (Matt. 22:36)

Jesus said, Love God and love people.
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‘ Agape love—\—a conscious and willful decision to love Go@f feelings or

circumstances.
Loving God is ou»ﬁ greatest longing, and loving people is ouf greatest calling.
— —e——
After Jesus gave this profound answer... } le
(5 Loin 03 21

'1 ‘Matthew 22:41— Jesus questioned them S ‘(\); 1053,

~ This statement should terrify the religious leaders.

It should terrify us as well.

e  Remember when mom or dad asked you hard questions?
e«  Were you ever called into the principal's office?

o  Pulled over by a police officer?

o  Had to explain yourself to your spouse and kids?

Can you imagine being questioned by J esus—thf Lord Goé of the universe?

Scripture says that Jesus is the:

e«  God over all (Rom. 9:5)

e«  Holy One of God (John 6:69)

o Image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15)
e«  KING OF KINGS (Rev. 19:16)

o King of ages (Rev 15:3)

e Lord of glory (1 Cor. 2:8)

e« LORD OF LORDS (Rev 19:16)

Have you ever thought what it would be like to be questioned by the God of the

Universe? We don’t have to guess.
]

- Job 38:1 NLT—Then the LORD answered Job from the

(ﬂ Job 38:2 NLT—"“Who is this that quesﬁon@ wisdom|with suc
words?
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Job 38:3 NLT—Brace yourself like a man, jpbecause | have some questions
for'you/and you must answer them.

Job 38:4 NLT— “Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earthe
Tell me, if you know so much.

Job 38:5 NLT—Who determined its dimensionsfand sftrefched out the
surveying line¢g

Job 38:6 NLT—What supports its foundations, and who laid its cornerstone

| ezjézfl« ~ ,
Job 38:18 NLT— Do you realize the exfent of the earth Tell me about it if
you know!

Job 38:19 NLT—"Where does light come from, and where does darkness
goz¢

Job 38:20 NLT—Can you take each to its home? Do you know how to get
there?

Job 38:21 NLT—But of course you know all this! For you were born before it
was all created, and you are so very experienced!

Job 38:22 NLT—"Have you visited the storehouses of the snow or seen the
storehouses of hail?

Job 42:1 NLT— Then Job replied to the LORD:

Job 42:2 NLT— “| know that you can do anything, and no one can stop
you.

Job 42:5 NLT—| had only heard about you before, but now | have seen
you with my own eyes.
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~Job 42:6 NLT—] tak k everything | soid,\ond I sit infdust and ashes o
show myrépentance.”

Job’s response of repentance is the correct response.\t?j L\f S

Pedine 3 Self rignteosness
If Job couldn’t answer questions about the Earth—the things he can see—how in
the world can he answer questions about Heaven?

" Proverbs 30:2— | am more stupid than any other person,fand I lack a
human'’s ability to understand.

Understand what?
" Proverbs 30:3—...| have no knowledge of the Holy One.

|_Proverbs 30:4—Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
| Who has gathered the wind in his hands?2

Who has bound up the waters in a cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
e il
What is his name,|and what is the name if you know?e
Jesus has told the Pharisees and Sadducees in both word and deed\time and time
again who He is—the very Son of God—but they refuse to listen.

But by His mercy and grace, He tells them one last time.
g Matthew 22:42—"What do you think about the Messiah?
Messiah—The promised Savior who was foretold in the Old Testament scriptures.

The terms Messiah and Savior are interchangeable—I’1l be using Savior for
clarification.

This is the topic they should really be discussing.
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No more questions on worldly things|like money or taxes.

No more silly parables about marriage in Heaven.

Jesus makes the main thing the main thing. ﬁ L\)\,\os 7Z|L W\L/l\&'f ("} {
o~ our Sz/\S
The Disciples think Jesus is the Savior:

} Matthew 16:15—"But-youZ-h&askecEthern, “who do you say that | am@”
This is the same question as today, but more direct.
Jesus continues to speak to the Pharisees indirectly.
Matthew 16:16—Simon Peter answered, “You are th Messid , the Son of

the living God.”
/
i A

The demons think Jesus is the Savior:

Mark 1:24—What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazarethe Have you

come tfo destroy use I@{ who you are—the Holy One of God!”
———

You bet the demons know that Jesus is God—since Jesus is the One who threw

them out of Heaven!
Even the nation proclaimed that Jesus is the Savior two days earlier:

Maftthew 21:9—Then the crowds who went ahead of him and those who
followed shouted: Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord!

The fact that Jesus accepted the title 'Son of David' proves that He riognized
Himself as the Savior, the Son of God.



Matthew 22:41-46 | A Question For His Questioners Page § of 21

"N-Iah‘hew 22:42—Wh.ose son is hee”
In other words, from what Jewish line is the Savior from?
What’s the family lineage? What tribe?
Jesus is referring to what’s called the Davidic Covenant.

Background...

God promised King David that He would establish a dynasty of kings who would
perpetually reign over Israel through David’s ancestral linerending with God
Himself as the King of kings.

God tells David...

will raise up after you your descendant,/who will come from your body,

#2 Samuel 7:12—When your time comes /Jnd you rest with your ancestors, |
and | will establish his kingdom.

In other words, one of your great-grandsons will be the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the whole world, and He will reign forever as the King of kings.

Jesus asks the Pharisees.

\‘fl Matthew 22:42—Whose son is he?"” They replie'

Asking a question like this to the Pharisees |is like asking Albert Einstein, what two
plus two is.

knew the answer to Jesus’ question!

_I?Eyg_rg: knew that the Savior would come from the lineage of King David, the
greatest king of Israel.
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Every Jewish boy wanted to be David—to take down Goliath.
David was a man after God’s own heart!.
t
: tlb : .
During #s reign, Israel was one of the greatest empires of the ancient world.

However, after David's death, his kingdom began to disintegrate.

s T
So, by the first century,|Israel has been 1(_)_n’gg;g and yearning for the Savior to
arrive, to free them from Roman oppression and to usher in the next golden age of

Israel.

That’s why people were so excited about John the Baptizer.

ent back to see if Jesus’ family line was from David.

When John pointed people to J esus,lyou can bet that the religious leaders who were
investigating John

The Jews kept meticulous genealogical records. Why?

No one could hold a position of authority in Israe¢ whose genealogy was
unverified.

Remember how Matthew starts his Gospel?

' Matthew 1:1—An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David... - -

———

David,\from David to the Babylonian Exile; and from the Exile to Joseph and
Mary.

&&as hess A SCs L questio—
~ Matthéw 22:43%@0&@@%, “How is it then that David, inspired by the

Spirit,

Mattth goes into painstaking detail to list\I esus’ genealogy from Abraham to
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Jesus asks a follow-up question because the Pharisees only gave answer.
“Inspired”...refers to the Holy Spirit—this is not David’s opinion.

’ The Greek is identical to that used by John in his vision on the island of Patmos.

" Revelation 1:10— was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,

Revelation 4:2— Immediately | was in the Spirit,
T ——

Both David and John, when writing Scripture;\are under the unique control of the
Holy Spirit in a powerful way.

Matthew 22:43—He i,sked them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the

~ Spirit, calls him [Lord
/ until
fy

Paraphrase: If the Savior is simply one of David’s great-grandkids)] why is David
calling him God?

The Pharisees probably thought the answer was ea esus asked a follow-up

question.

Because the Greek noun kurios (Lord) is the most common designation for deity.

In other words, David addressed one of his many grandchildren as "Savior" and
"God."

Jesus ask@ would David do that?
At this point, I would really like to see a selfie.
Because the Pharisees and Sadducees are stumped.

No father calls his own son “lord.”
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~ Sons are submissive to fathers.
/ml

The only way David calls his great-grandson Lord|is if the Savior we than a
mere man.

\\ >
For David to call his great-grandson Lord means he would have to b@God
in the flesh.

The Pharisees had never considered that their Savior was also God.

Their Savior is too small.

They only considered him to be @ like David—Ilike themselves!

They thought the Savior would be someone who cares about taxes and politics—all
the things of this world.

They didn’t understand the theological nature of the Trinity.

God is a mystery—three in one and one in three—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

So thj religious expertgar@they cannot fathom the idea that the Savior is
both God AND man. Q{,\i .
Scsaes e APy

And after a moment of extended silence, Jesus continues.

Matthew 22:44—The Lord declared to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand until | put your enemies under your feet’?

Jesus quotes Psalm 110. Why?
Because it clearly reveals the Savior is both God End ’man.

King David, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, writes:
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Psalm 110:1— This is the declaration of the Lord to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies your footstool.”

“Psalm 110:2—The Lord will extend your mighty scepter from Zion.
Rule over your surrounding enemies.

< Psalm 1 10:3—Your people will volunteer on your day of battle.
" In holy splendor, from the womb of the dawn,
the dew of your youth belongs to you.

“ Psalm 110:4—The Lord has sworn an oath and will not take it back:
“You are a priest forever according to the pattern of Melchizedek.”

Psalm 110:5—The Lord is at your right hand;
he will crush kings on the day of his anger.

~Psalm 110:6—He will judge the nations, heaping up corpses;

he will crush leaders over the entire world. _5 M"" L

- Psalm 1 10:7—He will drink from the brook by the road;
therefore, he will lift up his head.

This Psalm is mentioned 27 times in the NT!

Psalm 110 is not only about a king, but { divin% king.

And not only about a divine king, but a[High Priest.

divine judgg¢ who will pronounce a final

Jesus quotes Psalm 110 because it teaches the doctrines of the Trinity, the

And not only a High Priest, but also a
judgment on the world.

incarnation, sufferings, resurrection, ascension, and intercession of Jesus Christ as
the Messiah/Savior.
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Only people who don’t want to see that can’t. //ﬂ'\Q 61 (er/ﬂ/‘((

| Tl UA AN ‘ﬁ,( rsT of The 5T
- Matthew 22:44—The Lord declared to my Lord,

To understand this passage, we must recognize the limitations of the English

language.

In English, we can’t see that David is referring to two separatg but equal people.

~ ~
The first instance of “LORD” is the sacred name of God\, Yahweh.

But #aPsalmhpf), Yahweh is having a conversation wit person that David

also calls “Lord.”

This second person is Adonai—a term reflecting God’ @

Remember the original question by the Pharisees?

Matthew 21:23—By what authority are you doing these things¢ Who gave

you this authoritye”
e’

The first Lord in Hebrew is Yahweh, whereas the second is Adonai.

Matthew 22:44—(Yahweh) declared to (Adonai),

Yahweh is God the Father, Adonai is God the Son—The Son of David—IJesus .
Christ.

Matthew 22:44—(God the Father) declared to my (God the Son), ‘Sit...

God the Father is inviting God the Son t@in the seat of cosm after
His work of redemption is done.
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God the Son sits after His perfect life is lived, suffering, humiliation, the cross,
death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.

The verb "sit" is a picture ofontin@tting. Why is that important?

~ Hebrews 10:10—...we have been sanctified through the offering of the

¥

body of Jesus Chrisfor all time.

offering the same sacrifices time after time, which canrhever fake away
S /

_/“Hebrews 10:11—Every (other] priest stands day after %Ter ing and

sins.

~Hebrews 10:12—Buf80n of David/Son of God), after offering one

sacrifice for sins (Himself) forever, sat down at the right hand of God.

v STl Qustipe

'y
!

()
o ~Matthew 22:441%?‘ at my right hand until | put your enemies under your

feet'?

Hebrews 10:13—He is now waiting until his enemies are made his footstool.

When a conquered enemy was brought before an ancient king, he would have the
enemy lie at his feet so that the king could step on his neck and break it.

Joshua 10:24—When they had brought the kings to him, Joshua
summoned all the men of Israel and said to the military commanders who
had accompanied him, “Come here and put your feet on the necks of
these kings."

King Jesus will do the very same thing to all who oppose Him.

Jesus now asks a third and final question... -

/SP\.}'@)[

= Matthew 22:45—"If David calls him ‘Lord,’ (God]|how, then, can he be his

soné"
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Jesus can see the Pharisees’ heads spinning{ They havanswer to his question.

So He asks the same question from a different direction.

The first question refers to the Savio
The second question refers to the SaVio

If the Savior is David’s God,|how can he be David’s great-grandson at the same

time?

There is only one answer to this question.

KEYPOINT:
As God, the Savior is David’s Lord; as a man, the Savior is David’s great-

grandson.

Jesus ié both God AND Man.

—

Jesus had to be God/perfect because only a perfect sacrifice could be made to

forgive sins.

Jesus also had to be a manlbecause it was man who sinned.

Thegefore, Jesus as the Messiah/Savior had to be both Almighty God and perfectly
ma}simultaneously.
The Pharisees, Scribes, and Sadducees were confused about the Savior.

They saw two pictures of the Savior in the Old Testament, but couldn’t harmonize

them.

We even see it with the Shama that we studied last week:
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f | "Deuferonomy é:4—"Listen, Israel: The LORD our God. the LORD is one.

« ~Deuteronomy 6:5—Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength.

| _Psalm 18:28— LORD, you light my lamp; my God illuminates my darkness.

| Psalm 18:30—God—his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is pure.
we Psalm 18:31—For who is God besides the LORD?

Are there two Saviors?

If these men had only listened to Jesus from the beginning.

If they had only taken their eyes off themselves.

e
E ) » Jwesas
They would have learned that there was only pne|Saviorf buf that He Would‘@éﬁ*

human and divine.
Theologically, we call the two natures of Christ—the hypostatic union.
Their view of the Savior was far too small.

And Jesus is telling them that He’s too big to fit into any box.

He would suffer and die as thé Lamb of God.

He would then rise frpm the dead.

The resurrectithat He is the Son of God.
The Pharisees knew that the Savior was the Son of David—a ruth.



Matthew 22:41-46 | A Question For His Questioners Page 17 of 21

KEYPOINT:
Partial truths are demonically deadly.

Partial truths are what false religions focus on:
1. Jesus is not divine.
2. Works-based salvation.

And that’s what the Pharisees were teaching.

But Peter reminded these same Pharisees of the truth and nothing but the truth. ..

Acts 2:34—For it wa@David who ascended into the heavens| but he
himself says: The Lorddeclared to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand

Acts 2:35—until | make your enemies your footstool.’

Acts 2:36—@ let all the house of Israel know with cerTcinTyiThof
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Meskiah

(God & Savior).”

Matthew 22:46—No one was able to answer him at all, and from that day
no one dared to question him anymore.

The Pharisees had their “Job” moment.

Tragically, they were dumbfounded but not convinced, silenced but not convicted,
humiliated but not humbled.

—
They dared not ask Jesus any more questions\not because they bbgi believed the

truth) but because they were afraid to face the'‘truth.
/
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APPLICATION:
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APPLICATION:
The most important question that we will ever answer is —*“Who is Jesus?”

The reason that we exist as a church is to answer that question.
e It’s why we teach the Gospels so slowly.
o It’s why we offer a variety of Bible studies throughout the week.

We want you to know| and experience the Lord Jesus—by what He has to say about
Himself through His Holy Word—the Book!

Not what we think about Jesus—but rather what He says about Himself.

—

Secondly—What we hear vs. How we hear.

What you’re going to hear every week is a verse-by-verse exposition and
explanation of the life of Jesus.

What you’re hearing ié@sponsibility as a church.

Your responsibility is szow you hear.

] b o 7
How we hear involve@nd

- Four ways we hear:
1. Tickling Ears—

2 Timothy 4:3—For the time will come when people will nof‘foW
docfrine, put according to their own desires, will multiply te for
themselves pecause they have an itch to hear what they want to hear.

2 Timothy 4:8—They will turn away from hearing the truth and will turn
aside to myths.

We see tickling ears in the Prosperity Gospel.
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Best Life now—don’t want to hear about sin, death, hell, or judgment.

Don’t want to hear about how/they need to change and repent.

y g Basy

« 2. American Ears—

@want a church that teaches wha@)elieve.”

Do we see the danger in that? Their minds are already made up/ unteachable.

If a pastor is doing his job—it doesn’t matter how big the congregation is—he has
an audience of One—the Lord Jesus Christ.

“I want a church that has music that I like, a good children’s ministry, and don’t
forget the coffee bar.”

Those with American ears hop from church to church—restless and unsatisfied,
unaware that fthey fare the problem.
i

They refuse to give and serve—because they think the church is there to serve
them.

Or, they have given up on the church and, at best, watch church online.
- Hebrews 10:25— not neglecting to gather together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging each other,

L5 |
3

8- Ci‘itiquing Ears— (Angry Ears / Pharasaic Ears)

These folks are the people who can’t wait for the pastor to say something (in their
opinion) wrong.
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Or maybe the pastor's tone was off,Lor perhaps he said something that didn’t sound

right, or maybe the pastor was having a bad day.

Regardless, those with critical ears are like attorneys.

2 Timothy 3:7—always learning and never able to come fo a knowledge
of the truth. (Grace).

4. Berean Ears—
We learned about the Bereans in our Acts Bible study, didn’t we?

Acts 17:11—The people here (Berea, near Thessalonica) were of more

noblq character than those in Thessalonica, sincejthey received the word

with eagerness)ytind examined the Scriptures daily fo see if these things
—_—

—

were So. E——

These are the people who:

e«  Want to be fed the Word of God.

o Realize they don’t have all the answers.

e  Consider that they may be wrong in certain areas of doctrine.

o  Can’t wait to gather to worship the Lord, serve one another, and give.

Remember the old Verizon commercial? “Can you hear me now?”

What kind of ears do you have this morning?
1. Tickling

2. American

3. Critiquing

4. Berean ’?xw é/\l Nﬁ‘(
_ g
Matthew 11:15—Let anyone who hos@@ et Ssgb \\L
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When Jesus says “listen,” He means repent.
Jesus' first sermon—

‘ Matthew 4:17
 the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

ach, “Repent, because

I can’t help but think of our losses over the past month:
e James Dobson

e John MacArthur

e  Charlie Kirk

e  Voddie Baucham

Charlie and Voddie in the prime of their life—on mission— for the Kingdom of
God.

Yet, “All things work together for good, for those who love God and are called to
His purpose.”

They preached and taught—but was anyone listening? J\GA 5&5‘?&0\@\3

My encouragement to you this week is to:
1. Ask the Lord what kind of ears you have.
2. To listen to the questions that the Lord is asking you through His Word.

Prayerfully, we’re humble enough to repent of our sin—and become better
listeners.

PRAYER
DOXOLOGY
BENEDICTION

“May the Lord bless you and protect you; May the Lord make his face shine on you

and be gracious to you; May the Lord look with favor on you and give you peace.” ’
(Num. 6:24)
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