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Rev. Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Matthew 5:21-22 | Forgiven From Anger
October 9, 2022

WELCOME:
e  Please turn your Bibles to Matthew 5.
e  Bibles in the back—our gift to you.

VIEW:
Last Sunday, we did something a little different.

We’ve been studying Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, and we usually take a short
section of His sermon and study it verse by verse—

—————

¢"So that we can apply it to our lives and share it with others throughout the rest of
“the week.

But, as I was studying this passage, I noticed that Jesus does something staggering
for the rest of this chapter.

And what’s staggerin%is the scrutiny of God.

and the investigation of how we are to keep His laws

The P_r__o_bi__ng,\the inquiring
¢ perfectly -

What’s shocking|is God’s unhurriec’/ and deliberate examination of our lives

morally.

What’s incomprehensible to us—whatﬁlaughable at times—are indeed the moral
standards set forth in His commands.
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Jesus addresses six specific issues in our upcoming text:

1.  Murder

2.  Adultery

3. Divorce

4. Truth

5. Making Promises
6. Loving Enemies

There is a real danger in reading God’s Word haphazardly.

|
If we skim through the rest of Matthew chapter ﬁve,\we may actually think|or even
try to uphold these standards that Jesus places before! us.

Dear friends, please know that God’s laws were never created for us to keep—they
were created to reveal our sinfulness and depravity.

God’s law reveal a standard of life ma€ﬂ6:é§§:cm’t keep.

And today’s text is going to prove that beyond the shadow of a doubt.

These six issues that Jesus discusses are symptoms of a much larger problem.
And if we don’t address the real problem, we’ll never get to the real solution.
The problem we all have deals with sin.

LWK T# 1
Sin is to ignore and defy God's law.

You may have heard sin defined as: “missing the mark/of perfection.”

Sinisa total(di':-‘,reg'al_':‘:!“for who God is.

We learned the history of sin in Genesis chapter 3.
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We studied how original sin impacts us today.

We also looked at our own personal sin.

And I wanted to take the time last week to touch on the doctrine of sin because if
we don’t understand the sinfulness of sm=-—we’ll roll our eyes at what Jesus teaches

(
today. o

“What an old fashioned prude!”

And the reason we roll our eyes is that Jesus preaches a moral standard that is
impo;_s.__ible*for any man or woman to attain.

“How do you get into Heaven? "

Perfection. You must be born perfectjand never even think about committing sin.

Other wise you're going to need a Savior who has come from Heavenj‘i ( i3 \{ O _\L\“ A

So it’s imperative to see today’s text|through the eyes of God.

It’s vital for us to see the {z-mdarc_l_‘_bfa holy God compared to the watered-down

morality of a sinful man.

INTRODUCTION:

Today’s topic is a heavy one—murder.
Jesus is going to teach straight from the Ten Commandments.

This Scripture passage is one of the most important texts regarding the sanctity of

human life.

How so? Let’s find out.
*Please stand for the reading and honoring of God’s Word.
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. SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5:21-26 CSB

Matthew 5:21— "You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not
. murder, and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.

Matthew 5:22— But | tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother or
sister will be subject to judgment. Whoever insults his brother or sister, will
be subject to the court. Whoever says, ‘You fooll' will be subject to
hellfire.,

Matthew 5:23— So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and there you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you,

Matthew 5:24— leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
wreconciled with your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.

Matthew 5:25— Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while
you're on the way with him to the court, or your adversary will hand you
over fo the judge, and the judge fo the officer, and you will be thrown
into prison.

Matthew 5:26— Truly | tell you, you will never get out of there until you
have paid the last penny.

**This is the Word of the Lord for River Bible Church.

EXEGESIS:

Matthew 5:21— “You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not
murder, and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.

“You have heard that it was said,”

In using this phrase, Jesus was referencing the halakha.

The halakha means “the walk” and is referring to the oral traditions of the Rabbis.
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These oral traditions come from the false belief that God revealed the Torah in both
oral and written forms.

Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

The Pharisees called this oral@@ritten ﬁ:)m'{the “dual Torah.”
Every Jew would have understood the formula that Jesus uses.

So what Jesus is doing is using this same formula to orrect\the Pharisee's false
2

teachings regarding murder.

“You have heard that is was said.... Butl say to you ...”

e P — e o == ~0 ki i ‘
In 5:21-48, Jesus teaches the true meaning'of God’s Law.“‘.\@-‘ﬁ (S Cfrec L | \L L

ey \\}\"""\‘rﬁ“"f‘i ;3‘“'..{)"\'-('_’\-)_‘&7 s f\"Y'Q("{O(L faliom~.

We had an overview last Sunday, but today Jesus gets painfully specific.

Matthew 5:21— "You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not
murder,

Before we dive into the specifics, I'd like to provide some history of this thing

called murder.
God prohibits murder in the sixth commandment.

Exodus 20:13— Do nof murder.

That’s pretty simple. Three words—and some people say memorizing scripture is
hard.

As a side-note, Exodus 20 has nothing to do with self-defense or going to war to

protect your country.

2022-10-8



Manuscript | Matthew 5:21-22 | Forgiven From Anger Page 6 of 22

God is referring to pre-meditated murder.

And under OT law, murder carried the death penalty.

\T) [ \q‘%.
|

Numbers 35:31—You are nof fo c:ccepf@?dnso&ﬂfor the life of someone
who is guilty of murder; he must be put to death.

But even before the Ten Commandments, God deals with murder.
Because man’s first crime was homicide.

Genesis 4:8— Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field.” And

- - while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Genesis 4:9— Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel2"
Mldon't know," he replied. "Am | my brother's guardiang”

Genesis 4:10— Then God said, "What have you done? Your brother's
blood cries out to me from the groundl!

So shortly after this first homicide, God@éﬂ%urd&r right after the flood in
Genesis 9. -

Let’s keep in mind that the flood was a judgment on sin.

God says to Noah...

Genesis 9:6— Whoever sheds human blood,
by humans his blood will be shed,
for God made humans in his image.

But believe it or not| the story of Cain and Abel, along with Noah, is not the first
time we learn about murder.
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To learn about the first murc&’é?er)we must fast forward from Genesis to Jesus.

= H s . T = : \ff ¥ 'k'_,-(-_ \(?C _":j):‘[ (L
Jesus gives us a peak behind the spiritual curtaln..:,T.N cquie /‘ff'“‘f 3 Aredst AEaTHL (

(s Clarza c;')(('_:.,,(j Ef S.rC/f'h

In John’s Gospel Jesus is correcting the scribes and Pharisees false doctrine and
their surface level interpretation of His Word.

John 8:44— You are of your father the devil, and you want to carry out
your father's desires. Hé}was a murderer from the beginning.

[SKe—

Murder has been a constant part of human society from the beginningbg’ UL
As a country, we average seventy murders per day.

That’s around 25,000 murders per year.

And those are the ones we know about.

Now keep in mind these numbers don’t take into account suicides or abortions.

Unfortunately, we have been so desensitized to murder, with murders becoming so
common that, unless the murder itself is really bizarre, involves multiple people, or
includes a famous person, they no longer make the local news.

Matthew 5:21— "You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not
murder, and whoever murders will be subject fo judgment.

Judgment is krisis (crease-sees) in Greek.
wk\-\-'_ ¢ oS

The way the scribes and Pharisees taughﬁ:his command on murder|is that of a legal
decision by a local court.

In other words, the scribes and Pharisees were not worried about God with His
judgment but ather their-réputation-with-people-when-convieted-ef murder. —

e Wi ey Larrel Aot e 1
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So let’s put this verse back together....

Matthew 5:21— "You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not

“murder, and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.

Everybody is shaking their heads in agreement, saying, “Amen! Preach it Rabbi!
Stick it to those no-good murderers!”

...and then Jesus says this...

aa

Matthew 5:22— But | tell you, everyone who r(s/ angr)/ with his brother or

.4"/
b =

Oh, that’s probably going to cause a church split.

NASQ_T__“QW I say to ycn% that everyone who is angry with his brother shall
be(:q_tirlfy before the court;

Can you imagine the Disciples and the crowd going silent?

The air get’s sucked right off the mountain where Jesus is teaching from.
Everybody starts to get a lump in their throats that they can’t swallow.

They get dry mouth...

Why? Let’s take a closer look.

Matthew 5:22— B@eﬂ you,

Wait for a second, who cares what you tell us# , S?SUQ‘\’ .

Who are you?

2022-10-9
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And who are you to tel(ﬂj@vhat to do or not do?

If Jesus is simply a Rabbi, so what?

Rabbis and preachers are a dime a dozen.

I it staist Hstentng to 'irﬁth_er} Rabbi who preaches what I like to hear.

)
‘bft(lf Jesus is The Word who became flesh and now dwells with people, His statement
changes everything (John 1:14).

/' -~
Why? Because Jesus is thg’perfectp expositor and interpreter of The Law.

e |

We learned several weeks ago how Jesus( i;‘:the OT |because He’s on nearly every
page of it!

It also means that Jesus is the Judge—because it’s His Law.

He’s the one who gave the Ten Commandments to Moses in the first place.

_ ~Matthew 5:22— But | tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother or
sister will be subject to judgment.

If you have a KIV or an NKJV, you’ll notice the phrase “without cause.”

That’s an unfortunate translation that is not in most Greek manuscripts.

If we think about it, there is iaflwgr;ha cause for our anger. Justified or unjustified.
Anger is Orgizo (Or-E-zo) in Greek.

Orgizé is an anger that broods and simmers—on the verge of boiling.

This is the kind of anger that we can’t let go of.

2022104
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It’s like holding a grudge.

This is the kind of bitter anger where we refuse to forgive.

It is the type of anger that doesn’t want reconciliation. (Heb. 12:15).

Why? Because we want that person to pay for what they did. Al e m, 2 I&

lef e A .l (&
f,\quG ALY 0w~ wl\ el A

So we know what anger is—now let’s see the fruits of it.

~Mafthew 5:22— But | tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother or

| sister will be subject to judgment.

Most English translations say “will be” or “shall be” guilty.
No translation says “may be” or “could be” guilty.
In other words, there (\’mll T::E; a determination and conviction on your anger.

The apostle John clears up any confusion we may have.

—— 7]

you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in hH’ﬂ.
Why are we still guilty if we didn’t physically do anything wrong?

Because the first step in murder is anger—all we need now is the opportunity.
p{ /m \ ONE (5 NG Al St

ﬂ“ b\/\ by 15 (\ P [I‘—\u.-
Now, there is obviously a difference between murder and anger, but both are sin.

e

YP :

\ The law against murder also prohibits potential murder.

2022-10-4
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In other words, what is prohibited by law ig not only the actual killing of & human
being, but the thoughts of anger and hate beforehand..

Back to verse...
Matthew 5:22— Whoever insults his brother or sister, will be subject to the
court. Whoever says, 'You fooll” will be subject to hellfire.
So now Jesus gives us some real-world application.
Matthew 5:22— Whoever insults his brother or sister,
N :
“Insults is rhaka (ra-KAH) in Greek.
The NIV and NKIJV translate it as “Raca.”
Raca is a quasi-swear word in Aramaic.
DA
Wlivs tough to translate it into English.
The expression probably meant something like stupid.
It’s also been translated as idiot, worthless, empty head, and blockhead.
All that to say that it’s not a kind word.

And that’s why Jesus uses it as an example.

It’s a word of arrogance, disgust, and deprecation.

Let’s continue...

-,

Matthew 5:22—Whoever says, /You fooll’ will be subject to hellfire.

Fool in Greek is Moros.

022-10-9
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N

We get our English word moron from it.

= N &
Morés expresses contempt for someone’s characte:r.___”__,-

If the word stupid (rhaka) insults the brains, then fool (méros) insults the heart.

Combined they imply that a person ig-wﬁrthl?;g;}
A person, by the way, who was made in the image of God.
This is a major point in this passage we may miss.
Who are we to insult another perso‘c made in the image of God?
To call someone, a fool was to accuse them of being both stupid and godless.
So we see Jesus using a progression of severity.
Now, let’s pause and feel the weight of this.
I

- Matthew 5:22— Whoever insults his brother or sister, will be subject to the
| court. Whoever says, 'You fooll” will be subject fo hellfire.

How many times have you called someone stupid?
How many times have you thought it?

How many times have you even thought about it?
When is the last time you yelled at the television?

Or gave another driver a certain hand signal...on the way to church?

2022-10-4
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And if you want to know what fools do and how they act, turn to the wisdom book

of Proverbs.

Proverbs talks about fools and being foolish 61 times.

Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;

( fools despise wisdom and discipline.
Proverbs also teaches about how fools and anger are connected.

Proverbs 14:16—A wise person is cautious and turns from evil,

(bufa fool is easily angered and is careless.—

|

Proverbs 29:11--A fool gives full vent fo his anger,” .« Tl ace catlig

but a wise person holds it in check. b B D A LIS\ o p1e e
Sz Al Cﬂl‘“”\""\-.'cm DECOMS Lho's The rud &“l : I lael e se

So what are the consequences of foolishness? Lar # G ol

e Y
Matthew 5:22— Whoever says, 'You fool!" will be squec:fgé hellfire., \

Z? "}L-wl i[___ 3

In other words, the consequence of calling people names—is death.
The Lord is not just thinking of physical death but eternal death.
Not just hell, but a fiery hell.

And we think...

“Whoah! Calling someone a name is not a big deal at all. It certainly can | send

someone to hell!”

Says you...but not Jesus.

2022-10-4
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Moral perfection is how Adam and Eve were created—and just because sin entered
the picture doesn’t mean that God’s standard has changed.

God didn’t lower the bar for us to hop over it.
God doesn’t wink at sin.

' In a human court, the only thing that a criminal can be punished for are his lawless
behaviors.

Because the judge and jury can’t see his heart.

{ quin God’s court, God see’s everything.

God sees the heart, motives and agenda’s.

God not only sees the murderous act but the angry thought.

f

]

|

<+ KEYPOINT #2:

L

| Anger is sinful even if it never leads to action.

__ PREACH

113 7% e 3 .
The command “Do not murder séemsfso simple.
“I'm not perfect, but I've never murdered anybody.”

As if not physically murdering someone is the standard for Heaven.
Even murderers compare themselves to other murderers.

Jesus says, “But I say unto you...”

Do you see what I mean about the scrutiny of God?

2022-10-9
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We’re all guilty.

Every single one of us harbors anger at some level.

None of us love our neighbor as we should.

All of us are guilty before a holy God( because of the anger in our hearts.
We're all on the same playing field.

~ We know this to be true because of what we say about others.

James 3:9— With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we
curse people who are made in God'’s likeness.

Did you know that politicians were also made in the likeness of God?

James 3:10— Blessing and cursing come out of the same mouth. My

brothers and sisters, these things should not be this way.
Today's text proves that no onel'has ever or will ever\ arrive spiritually.

There is always sin to confess.

But there is good nNews,-,
I had to give you the bad before the good.

- KEYPOINT #3:
 Jesus is not only the lawgiver but the redeemer

The same Jesus who gives these commands|is also the same One who(fulﬁlls Bhem

\-\.

on our behalf.

As sinful people were murdering Jesus and nailing Him to a Roman cross—

2022104
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Jesus doesn’t lash out.

Jesus doesn’t get angry
- ‘j' Instead, Jesus says... “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
| doing” (Luke 23:34). (1 Peter 2:23).

=

So how do you receive this kind of forgiveness? Kz '
o v Qe for ourthadas of A0

Start with confession.

Cry out to a Holy God telling Him that you know that you’ve been angry and
called people names.

You now know the seyerity of your sm\fnd tell Jesus that you need Him as your
Lord and Savmr.—(q,( f U’u,gmx‘s

'Ef\.g.;_}_-'.'_'} C\;Fc-?”"‘ 2
When you do 1%‘& something amazing happens—God’s holy and righteous anger
tgward j/(ﬁ}': has been extinguished.

It’s called propitiation.

Jesus endured the wrath of God %or your anger.

\e .L

Your sins have been spiritually trans@erred to the cross while Jesus’ perfect life has
been transferred to you.

-\"'\.

+ Romans 10:9—If you éonfes&w;fh your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and(beheve st
| inyour heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved, H'\J‘Qh’uf p

T Ifyou have done that and are a Disciple of Jesus, I wantéy to leave you with four L ;rr}f )
sources of anger that you now need to be aware of. ‘;lvf v

It’s fuowin thg’ﬁ{{f-éreng-_s‘_‘_sibf your anger \hat you can take your anger to the Lord
and have Him walk with you to curbﬁand even extinguish it all together.

2022-10-8
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A\ \

The first reason source of anger|is personal hurt and pain.
In other words— your heart is wounded.

When you experience rejection or emotional pain of some kind, anger can become
a protective wall keeping people, pain and hurt away. (The Sons of Jacob in
Genesis 37:3-4)

—

The second is injustice—your rights have been violated.

We all have a general knowledge of right and wrong,,\fair and unfairl just and
unjust.

When you perceive an injustice to you or others—especially those you love—you

may feel angry.

If you hold onto this offense—your unresolved anger can begin to take root in your
heart. (King Saul in 1 Samuel 20:32)

" ;t%“?.}

Number three is fear. We become angry when our future is threatened.
Everyone is created with a God-given inner need for security.

(W
When you begin to worry or feel threatened vle may become angry because of the
change in our circumstances.

Here’s the key to fear—a fearful heart reveals a lack of trust in God’s plan for your
- life. (King Saul in 1 Samuel 18:8-12).
wﬁ, we get angry because of our performance level.
= G

Everyone has a God given inner need for significance.

2022-10-4



Manuscript | Matthew 5:21-22 | Forgiven From Anger

\ il Page 18 of 2]
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When your efforts are thwarted or do not meet your own personal expectations,
your sense of significance can be threatened causing you to be angry.

Frustration over unmet expectations of yourself or other is a major source of anger.
(Cain in Genesis 4:3-8). i l t
Ow ey, Sesos s o The Sewaty ¢ gt ﬁ\J A /\:[ iy LL\J{ i sk
= . 3 ! A P r, 3
L dorgve—Lor Ay 5 [t (,7 [0 e b T RN AT L
PRAYER

LORD’S SUPPER

BENEDICTION

2 Cor. 13:11—Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one
another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace
will be with you.
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