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— Pastor Dustin Daniels | River Bible Church
Mark 9:30-49 | Humility and Humiliation
4 I March 14, 2021

REVIEW:
Last Sunday, the Holy Spirit of Almighty God taught us about faith,\lnbelief,\and
prayer.

Unfortunately, we saw the tragic consequences of what happens when people tr;,r to
do the Lord’s work in and among themselves and become so busy that they fo rget

to pray. _..-A?.:.gﬁ-t‘i. &-« %\."ﬁhj 8o S LR, i

We also discussed Mark 9:23 at great length...

. - $e5Us sdightorhithi" i yoiLcan verything is possible for the
—~ one who believes.”

We examined this verse, and we discussed how today’s prosperity preachers pull it
from the nar}al)tive—take it out of context—and use it as a blanket statement for all

E;[yaur faith must submit
ol SFEG

3 S.ubmitting\)'our prayer life to God’s willlis a part of spiritual maturity.

who are sick or want to become wealthy.

Some of the key points from last week include:
o All things can be done for the one ho has faith
to the will of God. ‘"Lu:’ﬁ'\u-‘—- L,u (S {‘n R

God wants to teach you hﬂ% pray for yourself, but \(:- pray for the things that
He has itenm ed for you, Y More LF*?UH-J\\ k &kl‘ﬁ}tm “at-Yayt

QW&C&WE learn how to do this by praying God’s Word back to him—for example, reading
— the psalms out loud during your devotional time.
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{ Nobody can create faith in and among themselves!
Epcith s AT
There is always room for more faith.

S

o People who have rrugfmfﬁre very aware of how deficient it is.
e« What you do with your! amperfecf faith is crucial. —

. rayer|is the action side of Df faith.
L——'—-—-—J

Prayer requires humility. Proud people and proud churches don’t pray.
INTRODUCTION:
And all that set’s us up for today’s narrative.

The following two weeks are a bit interesting because, at first glance, these stories
look unrelated.

But you’ll see several themes that are weaved into this Biblical text.
Pride, humility, and suffering.
ot S
F At this point in Mark’s gospel, Jesus is now on His way to Jerusalem.
AT

His public ministry is now officially over, and His primary focus is the Disciples.

On the way, Jesus reminds the Twelve of what’s coming next—rejection, betrayal,
death, and a resurrection. (9:30-32).

The Disciples are so taken back that they fail to hear the gravity of Jesus' words
once again.

And instead of asking Jesus to explain further, they get their eyes off Jesus and

start focusing on themselves.



——
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By focusing on themselves, the inevitable happens...they get into another
argument.

What'’s the problem today? Let’s find out!

**Please stand for the reading/honoring of God'’s Word. **

Q\
SCRIPTURE: Mark 9:30-49 CSB

Mark 9:30—Then they left that place and made their way through Gadlilee,
but he did not want anyone to know it.

‘tﬁurk 9:31— For he was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The,Son of
Man is going to be betrayed into the hands DE—mE‘_{}, They will kill himk\and
after he is killed, \he will rise three days later.” e GEY

/\’M_F!k_&:ﬂ— But they did not understand this statement, and they were
r.dfrcf;}io ask him.

lr;lark 9:33—\ They came fo Capernaum. When he was in the house, he
" asked rhem,\"Whaf were you\arguing about on the way?2” .

/hark 9:34— But they were silent, because on the way they had been
arguing with one another about who was the(greatest.™
S

/Fulark 9:35— Sitfing dgwn he called the Twelve and said to fheml“ff
anyone wants to bé first, :be must be last and servant of all.”

.-"'-' il

| Mark 9:36— He took a child, had him stand among fhemi\cmd taking him
in his arms, he said to them,
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(ﬁark 9:37— “Whoever welcomes one little child such as fhisﬁn my nam%
welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me\dces not welcome me,‘buf

him who sent me."”

demons in your name, and we tried fo stop him\because he wasn’t

Mark 9:38— John said fo him, “Teacher, we SOY someone driving out
following us.”

Mark 9:39— “Don’t stop him," said Jesus, “"because there is no one who
will perform a miracle in my name who can soon affterward speak evil of

me.

lMark 9:40— For whoever is not against us|is for us.

Mark 9:41— And whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name,
because you belong to Christ—truly | tell you, he will never lose his

reward.

**These are the very words from God for us this morning. **

PRAY:

EXEGESIS:
ark 9:30—Then they left that place and made their way through Gadlilee,
but he did not want anyone fo know if.

Jesus and the Twelve arg leaving the Gentile territory of Caesarea Philippi and
headed back down snut]l‘:\n their ministry headquarters in Galilee.
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—~ Jesus is trying to keep a low profile because his public ministry to the people of
Galilee is over.

Jesus has six months left before Calvary, and his main focus is on teaching the
Twelve Disciples.

Man\is going to be befrayed-into the hands of men.\They er kill him, and
affer he is killed, \he will rise three days later.”

_--"'

ark 9:31— For he was teaehing his disciples and fe(ﬁng them, E‘The Son of
il

Luke’s gospel gives us more detail.

Evidently, right after Jesus cast out the demon from the boy from last week, Luke
says... x

-/C o :
%:f Luke 9:43 CSB—And ﬂ:E}r were all astonished|at the greafnesgp God.
— While everyone was amazed ot all the things el was doing, he told his
disciples, i Sexs

{f Luke 9:44 CSB— "Let these words sink in: The Son of Man is about to be
errcryed \ro the hands of men.’

Notice the play on words—"“Son of Man” and the “hands of men.”
i

= yjlﬁw(.._.-— FH
All three gospel writers use this wordplay.

We have some OT imagery.

King David was a man after God’s own heart, but he was also an imperfect and
flawed man.

He sinned greatly during his lifetime.
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One of David’s greater sins took place by taking a census of Israel.

{:f 2 Samvuel 24:14 ESV— Then David.said to Gad, "l am in great disfress.
Let us TH into the hand of fhev/LORD fo@}ercy is great; but let me not

fall info{the hand OM

Jesus uses this phrase again in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Y
/1’::1‘, Mark 14:41 CSB— Then Fie came @ third time and said fo them, “Are
you sfill sleeping and resting? Enough! The time has come. See, the Son of
Man is betrayed/into the I@rjij/ of sinners.

e . \ g
/\/Mark 9:31— ..."The Son of Man is going to be befrayed into rheéand; of

_:-"-'

|
men... P

Your translation may say, “handed over, delivered up, turned over into the hands of

"

men.

e —
!

The idea in verse 31 is the| certaint}flnf what will happen in the future.
-

Jesus is absolutely positively certain that this betrayal into the hands of mef ;vil-l h
—_— N
take place.

—"__'_H—.---__

How can Jesus be so confident?

Well, because Jesus is the Son of Man.

He knows He is there to fulfill prophecy. . ;,K_C
| Alodly (e

Although the betrayal is still in the future, it’@’s ing v :
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. Isaiah 53:7 CSB—He was oppressed and afflicted,
t he di ' .
yet he did not open his mouth P | ULI:_;_[' é fr/uﬁ i_

Like a lamb ledfo the slaughter e |
and like a sheep silent before her shearers,
he did not open his mouth.

™ <
This concept of being delivered up is used in a legal sense.

Ars \S g i
In other words, Jesus is being handed over into the hands of men! for the sole
purposekt}f judgment and punishment for their sin.

From Scripture, we see how the elders, chief priests, scribes handed Jesus over. (cf.
8:31; Matt. 27:1-2; Acts 3:13),

We also see throughout the gospels how Judas (Matt. 26:24) and Pilate (Matt.
27:26) were guilty of handing Jesus over.

So, mankind most definitely is guilty of murdering Jesus.
| But lpok at this...Peter preaches at Pentecost, right after the Holy Spirit arrives,
l.ﬁt-ﬁhhe Disciples are speaking in tongues preaching the mighty works of God in
various languages...

cf. Acts 2:23 NET— this man, who was handed over by fhaLgr;e_de_leL__rrme_q_-j
plan andforeknowledge’ of God@xecufed by nailing him to a cross
at the hands of Gentiles.

G
Don’t miss this, Jesus wasnot onl}ynded over by His own people—the Jews,
I\___‘_ e
Jesus was not Gr:fi,r:betra}fed by one of the Twelve Disciples—Judas,

Jesus was not only murdered by the hands of the Gentiles, -*Q\'-I,I‘W‘r%

but Scripture tells us that this vas all@y the ha_n_d of God the Father.

" I_
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God the Father is the one who set this plan in motion, and kiriydhs more than

willing to carry it out—because humans love the darkness more than the light.

This terminology, “being handed over” or “betrayed” in verse 31, is what’s called a

“divine passive.” iy %ﬁm *‘{L.‘E ‘srﬁ@i"“(

It refers to Goc\-’"withnut using God’s name.

T e mnesp—

———— _,_,—o—'—'_"l

In other words, Jesus’ betrayal was God the Father’ s predetenmned pla:n from the
very beginning. (Genesis 3:15) \TasE

Al
God took the initia m\ermrldmg man’s salvation after Adam and Eye sinned.
Jesu@/@g and@;g]y submitted to God the Father’s plan Jand w1]l(for the

e

salvation of mank

Please note that, God’s will and predetermined plan|do not absolve, vindicate or
release the Jews, Judas, and Pilate, and the rest of mankind of its responsibility for
murdering the second person of the Trinity.

Back to...

Mark 9:31— For he was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son of
Man is going to be befrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and
after he is killed, he will rise three days later.”

—

Mark 9:32— But they did not understand this statement, and they were
afraid to ask him.

The Twelve don’t know what Jesus is talking about, and they don’t want to know.

2,

Q//I Have you been there?
()
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= Somebody’s talking about something, and the story gets worse and worse, and
finally, you shut the conversation down because you don’t want to know anymore.

Maybe the Twelve were afraid to ask for further clarification because of the
consequences of what Jesus is Sa}’iﬂg.—.‘&gf J{Wn-&ﬁb@«, :

They all remember what happened the last time Jesus said this, and Peter steps up
and disagrees, and Jesus calls him Satan. Bad day.

One,l::rf the questions the Dglsdplgs all had to be asking themselves is this, “If Jesus

dies,\who’s going to raiseLim‘.’,
i

_The Twelve have seen Jesus raise people from the dead1 but how does this work if
\ He‘ﬁ the one that’s dead? Who’s going to raise Him? |
L=

Mark 9:33— They came fo Capernaum. When he was in the house, he
- asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?2”

So the Twelve get into another argument among themselves.
If the timing of the argument weren’t so tragic, it would be comical.

Bl et
Jesus just disclosed to his closest friends that He is walking to his death, and the
Twelve not only don’t say a word about that, but now they re jockeying for
position in the Kingdom of God.

This is so strange.
What kind of conversation is this?
We may not have conversations like this in our own lives, sit around and talk about

how great we are—and how much better we are than others —but we sure do think
— about it, don’t we?!
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Let’s review. L.}*\Lt'ﬁ\'&t pr‘a), Glhf tuﬁkﬁﬁm'lﬁﬁgkl&} ~

The Disciples Erg@é? about who was responsible for food in Mark 8:16.

g
They just finished /arguing with the Scribes because they couldn’t cast out a demon
by themselves in 9:14.

TN
We’re going to see them @ith a successful exorcist in verse 38 in a moment.

e,

£
The Twelve ér;guy'with a woman who pours perfume on Jesus' feet in Mark 14:4.

Peter brags that he will outdo all the other disciples at the Last Supper in Mark
14:29,
s 545 AGwe A i\,

ack to...
Mark 9:33— They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he
asked them, “"What were you arguing about on the wayg"

arguing with one anotheriabout who was the| greofesf '!I
ol
The Twelve always take a lot of heat from us as the Church in the 21st century.

*Mark 9:34— Buf they we:f silent, because on the > way fhey had been

The reality is that the Disciples are just like you and me.

They have a lot to say about minor matters and worldly things, but when Jesus
asked them this question...silence.

The Twelve are embarrassed—as well they should be.
ThE)p:&Q reveling in the sin of pride.

What brought this conversation on?
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I’'m guessing it was the trip up to Mount Hermon when Jesus chose Peter, James,
and John to come alongside.

ey
: farr

The other nine had to stay\and continue ministering to people, and the “teacher’s

pets” get to go on the field'trip.

The other nine disciples were probably asking Peter, James, and John what
happened up there on Mount Hermon.

Peter, James, and John were sworn to silence, but can’t you picture them egging
the others on.

« John says, “I can't tell ya, it’s top secret.”
« Peter joins in... “If I tell ya... I'd have to kill ya!”

This idea of position, order, and rank was very important to the Jews, and this
conversation proves it.

'—\."°\|.
This verse gives us a picture that Peter iséq}ihe leader of the Twelve at this point.

The pride of the Disciples doesn't go away with this conversation.

They will keep talking about this until the night before Jesus” death (Luke 22:24).

HChappefs several mogé tifes, evep the night before his deathi-(Like 2228

Prestae

*

This attitude of supertortty is so dangerous.

At the end of the day, we could sum up their conversation with one word—pride.

| There is never unity among proud peaple.
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And we see that time and time again not only here but throughout all of Scripture.

Jesus sees a teachable moment.

ark 9:35— Sitting down, he called the Twelve and said fo them, “If
anyone wanfs to be first, he must bé last andérvor%of all.”

e

Jesus sits dﬁwn\and prepares the Disciples for formal teaching.

Jesus says, “Alright guys, it’s time for a family meeting.”

He was about to teach them something important.

e

“If anyone wants to be first, he must be last anﬂ/ servant of all.”

%

o

With this statement, Jesus turns the values of mankind on its head.

Jesus is good at this!

If you want to live, you have to die.

If you want to be perfect, go sell everything you have and give it to the
poor.

If you want to save your life, you have to lose it.

If you want to be great, you have to suffer.

He who is first shall be last, and he who is last shall be first.

The Twelve respond to all that the same we do...I don’t like it!

P(‘iﬂ,c .ﬁ:&c}

No human {links greatness| with service— or being a servant.
(S{HAEM} by @‘b\r"d’ \ "\'\ "“ Lv'lrw'\lr'\

We hear this kind of stuff in our world.... “There 5 no such thing as second place—

second place is the first loser.”

I was talking to a director of a halfway house for men in Phoenix years.
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And I remember him saying, “yeah, I’ve got to keep these beds full so we can beat

the other shelter down the street!” (H:’ '
a

Everybody wants to win. What he was trying to win, I don’t know.

/tﬁ(Ew INT 2: |
Leadership is serving peopr’e't not|using people.

Here’s the irony with pride.

It keeps us from @ ‘he very thing we want.

When proud people promote themselves and do not repenl.\their lives often end
tragically.

\ If we don 't choose humility, God chooses humiliation.
The reason God doesn’t zap you after you sin is because of His grace!

He loves ym.{and wants you to repent on your own.

/A |

But if yvou chnnsg( not }o repent, God will discipline youl in and through love.
iy | S

/T~ ; _
He/will humiliate you to get your attention.

And if that doesn’t work, He will take you out. He will bring you home.

God will not allow a child of His to embarrass Him and shame His holy name
repeatedly.

So Jesus redefines success in verse 35.

Success in God’s eyes demands humility.

B e
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To illustrate this point ...

/t’Mark 9:36— He fook a chﬂdE:Jd him stand among fhﬂ:nd taking him
in his arms, he said to them,

So all eyes are on this little child. Jesus chose to raise this child and /honor him in
front of The Twelve.

%ark 9:37— “Whoever welcomes one little ghild such as this in my name{
welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me?ﬁoes not welcome me, but
him who sent me.”
In first-century Israel, babies and children were considered insignificant.

The reason for the insignificance was because the mortality rate was so high for
children.

Children were not prized in Jewish society.— they were tolerated.

‘{L\c_kt \.\JMJ‘?’L\ h

In other words, Jesus did not give the Twelve a pecking order. [rk’f

'\.::“'
didn’t say, alright, Peter, your first, James, and John your second and third...
Judas, you are most definitely last.
No, Jesus chooses a child and raises him into a position of temporary honor.

And yet, this child hasn’t done anything!

This kid can’t eat by himself or even dress himself, Eand yet the Disciples are great
if only they serve him.

Rabbis considered it a waste of time to teach a child under the age of twelve.

2025-3-14
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&
— What'’s interesting in verse 37 is that Jesus chﬂsefﬂnwnrd in Aramaic that means the
same thing—child and servant.

It’s one and the same.

Notice in verse 37 that Jesus did not command his disciples to I:r_iécome liiiaf/'

M I

children but to welcome those who are like a little child. oS
s

Jesus' lesson was obvious—the disciples were not to consider themselves great,
and they needed to work on humility| before Jesus humiliated them.

.

W

“And whoever welcomes m%dﬂes not welcome me,\but him who sent me.”
Here we have a dose of theology.

N SSs OMs

It’s impossible for someone to know God and yet not know God’s son.
J Esus\as God the Son is the gate and the door to God the Father. (John 10:7; 9)
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6)

SeTrrstna

ark 9:38— John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out

demons in _y_‘g\ ur name} and we fried to stop him because he wasn't
following vus." )

Oh no...apparently John is feeling a little guilty.
He’s now wondering if they had done the right thing.

Notice John’s word choice here.
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He doesn’t say, “L.” He says, “we.”

e Y
—

“Teacher@e saw someone driving out demnns in your name, and we tried to

stop him because he wasn’t following/us.”
g

John is speaking for all the disciples.
So why is John feeling guilty?

Hindsight is always 20/20, but what irked the disciples about this exorcist was not
only was he was casting out demons in Jesus name...

But more impm’tantiy{he was successful at it!

- k.

This man was pbviously a Believer in Jesus, and they were ifritated because he was
having succesxiwhere they failed last week. (Mark 9:14-1 L

%s{a( certainly did not have the kriowled MWWE does;Se.__
’ they took itdpon the ves t and stop him: -

mamw

Howdare EhlS man k:ast out demons an free pecsple from their misery in Jesus'
namel

Who does he think he is?!
He’s doesn’t have apostolic authority like the Twelve!
Notice how John told this story to Jesus... “He wasn’t fnllcwinw Lj

Oops! Was that a slip of the tongue?

|‘I§’l .‘l‘
! %

Shouldn’t John have said, “He wasn’t following i'.Y{’ui Jesus!™
sl
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dswthat jist aTittte prestmpiuons? —

Jesus responds. ..

ark 9:39— "Don't stop him," said Jesus, “because there is no one who
will perform a miracle in my name who can soon afterward speak evil of
me.

Notice the phrase... in my name (9:37, 41).
The Twelve understood this phrase in a royal/kingly sense.

In my name&neans “with my authority™ or “in my place.”

name|gives the servant both a set of instructiong and the authority to carry them

Fﬂﬁiample a king who commands one of his se (vfrants to do mmet}un4 in his
out. 2=\

In other wards, the only people who can do something in the king’s name, are
those whom he | gave the authority to do so.

So the Twelve obviously thought that since Jesus had given them the authority to
cast out demons, no one else should have received that commission and privilege.

But Jesus must have surprised them.

He told the Twelve to Sglﬁpﬂ%;dw

Jesus Wem and also provided directions for the future.

Jesus is correcting the Disciples theology and attitude.
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Jesus is saying, “Look guys...just because he’s not a part of the apostolic club
doesn’t mean that he’s not allowed to do the same thing you’re doing.

The casting out of demons was done by God’s power, and God’s power is not
limited only to the Twelve.

\nk_see s ®xmnpes Drdhs e SokC ot Aty

Casting out demons clearly demonstrated that the man was not against Jesus, and
Jesus continues.

111:#!( 9:40— For whoever is not against us is for us.
Verse 40 is a proverb of sorts.

At first glance, verse 40 seems excessive...shouldn’t there be some type of middle
ground.

Al e De .
< lots of grey in between that black and white statement?

Jesus is saying, this man is not your enemy—he’s your brother and friend.
You're on the same team!

Mark 9:41— And whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name,
because you belong to Christ—iruly | tell you, he will never lose his reward.

The most humble act—even the giving of a cup of cold water—does not go
unrewarded by God.

REACH:
What does all this mean for us today?

Well, it’s a good thing none of us struggle with pride.

ke L i G e

* [a gt : ' )
The first takeaway for us this morning is @Gﬂﬁss our sin on a daily basis.

\—"_— ‘:;;’if&_\_&:; .k:,,."‘)_\i‘\u #\\‘_‘?\‘A’\f i
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If we’re just a little honest /\‘ﬂth ourselves and with God, we’ll admit that we are
. N e, T \\3
absolutely consumed w1th&15/wantséu5/ desires, and@lrx lans.

We’ll confeas{that we're _addicte?htu ourselves and our comfort.
| o e

L e

And dear friends, we need to confess this as sin. J(
= - | e v N %}{}'Uf'\iﬁ
C"[)‘:k“ S dlbvd" s éuﬁ@-_ — bf LT,"S 'h( ﬂT‘B (
Takeaway #2 — %"
The second takeaway is a reminder that Christ’s church has many different people
with many different gifts and beliefs.

Not only are we a divided country, but we are a divided Church.
e Pore
We must embrace not only our immediate family known as the local church, but
Our Father in Heaven desperately wants us to love our éxtende family who are
Christ-centered, Holy Spirit-filled, and Bible-believing—
WSO
And yet hold to some doctrinal and theological beliefs that differ from ours.

We have One Father, One Savior, and are baptized into One Spirit for the purpose
of unity.

We also need to confess our sins in this area and start listening to our Brothers and
sisters in Christ instead of shutting down the conversation.

We all have a lot to learn from one another. @«W.ﬂ“f‘”ﬁ' Conserntic #’“’i L'E‘

When we listen and even agree to disagree on these minor issues, every local
church gets stronger, becomes more healthy—and when a church becomes healthy,
she grows.

AU 2

And our third takeaway deals with our personal relationships and the sin of pride.
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Pride will burn down,-'evcrythiné\in your life.

I S
For those of you who are married, I want to share with you that out of all the years
of pastoral counseling....

F
|
I've never had a husband and wife come to me who struggle with out-serving one
another. L

I've never had a husband say, “Dustin, we 're thinking about divorce— because my

N ,
wife and [ just can t stop s@mf another.’

“We can t stop thanking God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

We can t stop submiﬁfng ;@,one another out of reverence for Christ!’| (Eph. 5:20)
i pbiiainion

g |

It’s never happened, and it will never happen! -'

Yes, there is a way to live this life, and Jesus shows us that it is the way of
humility, service, and suffering.

Jesus preached it and lived it, and His followers are to do the same.
PRAYER ROOM:
L 2 -

PRAY:
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